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CHRIST’S IMMINENT RETURN 2 

Prophetic Timeline Analysis: A Study of End-Times Prophecies and the Timeline of Events 

Introduction 

Overview and Approach 

This is an analysis of the end-times prophecies in the Bible.  While this centers primarily 

on the book of Revelation, supporting scripture from Ezekiel, Matthew, Daniel, and other books 

in the Bible are used to validate the assertions that are made.  Fulfilled prophetic events are also 

used where applicable to help orient the timeline for future and yet unfulfilled events.  When 

interpreting scripture, especially prophetic scripture, prayerful consideration must be taken to 

assure that the assertions made are sound, such that not only is scripture interpreted correctly, but 

that the logic used to correlate scripture with scripture is equally valid.  To this end, a literal 

approach to interpreting scripture is employed unless obvious symbolism is being used to ensure 

that there is an objective standard of interpretation (cf. 2 Peter 1:20-21). 

The approach used to develop the prophetic timeline was based primarily on the 

interpretation of scripture.  Commentaries and other outside sources were used when interpretation 

of scripture was unclear or to provide support for the conclusions drawn.  The purpose of this 

approach was to reduce to the extent possible the bias of “conventional wisdom” so that a fresh 

look at scripture is presented.  Once the initial prophetic timeline was developed, additional source 

material was consulted to either bolster or refute the proposed timeline.  In the areas where there 

was disagreement, the scriptural references were used to reconcile the timeline such that the final 

timeline, as presented, represents a unified scriptural interpretation.  The seven-year tribulation 

period is broken up into two three-and-a-half year periods.  For clarity, the entire seven-year period 

will be referenced as the Tribulation Period.  The first three-and-a-half-year period will be 

referenced as the Lesser Tribulation and the second three-and-a-half-year period will be referenced 

as the Great Tribulation.  It is hoped that this analysis is faithful to scripture’s teachings. 
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Analysis 

Pre-Tribulation 

During the Olivet Discourse, Jesus said that the time leading up to the Tribulation Period 

will be like the time of Noah (Matthew 24:37-39) in that the earth will be so full of corruption and 

violence that He will put an end to it (Genesis 6:5-6,11-13).  He further describes the “birth pains” 

that will be signs that the end of the age is near.  These include wars and rumors of wars, famines, 

and earthquakes (Matthew 24:4-8).  As with childbirth, these labor pains will get closer together 

and more severe as humanity gets closer to the start of the Tribulation Period.  The analysis will 

show that there are four major events remaining that lead up to the start of the Tribulation Period.  

These include the rapture of the church, the Arab-Israeli War, the Gog and Magog War, and the 

rise of a global government along with the harlot religion.   

The Rapture 

Several scholars, such as Rhodes (2012), note that scripture portrays Christ’s interaction 

with the church using the imagery of Jewish weddings with Christ as the bridegroom and the 

church as His bride.  According to GotQuestions (“Are there parallels between Jewish wedding 

traditions and our relationship to Christ?”, 2020), there are three phases to a Jewish wedding.  The 

first phase is the betrothal period where the groom pays for and prepares a place for the bride.  

During this phase, there is a private wedding ceremony and according to Jewish tradition, this 

ceremony is attended by a select few and typically only includes close family.  As with ancient 

Jewish grooms, Jesus paid the purchase price through His death on the cross to establish the 

marriage covenant (1 Corinthians 6:19-20).  While the bride and groom are still separated at this 

point, it is a binding agreement where they are considered legally married.  During this period, the 

church is declared sanctified and set apart in an exclusive relationship with Christ just as a Jewish 

bride is sanctified waiting for her groom (cf. Ephesians 5:25-27; 1 Corinthians 6:11; Hebrews 
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10:10, 13:12), which is why Christians should not engage in syncretism with pagan religions (cf. 

Deuteronomy 6:5; John 14:6,20:31; Acts 4:12; Revelation 22:18-19). Jesus stated that he was 

going to heaven to prepare a place for His bride to live in His father’s house (John 14:2-3; Hebrews 

11:16).  Individuals living in the church age come to salvation and become part of the bride of 

Christ while Christ (the bridegroom) is in heaven preparing a place for the bride to live in His 

father’s house.   

In the second phase, the groom comes to claim his bride, and it is unknown exactly when 

the groom will arrive, as noted in the parable of the ten virgins (Matthew 25:1-13).  Just as a Jewish 

bride is unaware of the exact time her groom would come for her, so the church is unaware of the 

exact time that Jesus will come, though it is an imminent event (Matthew 24:36-51).  Even Jesus, 

during His natural life on earth did not know the date of this event.  This is the rapture, where Jesus 

is seen coming for His bride in the air prior to the tribulation period (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18).   

There are four distinct events that occur during the rapture as seen in Paul’s description of 

this event.   

For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the archangel’s voice, 

and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first.  Then we who are still 

alive will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air and so 

we will always be with the Lord (1 Thessalonians 4:16-17, HCSB). 

First, is Jesus’ return as noted when Paul says, “the Lord himself will come down from heaven.”  

Second, there is a resurrection.  Jesus will command each believer individually to rise just like 

Lazarus (John 11:38-43).  Then all believers will hear the voice of the archangel Michael and the 

blast of a trumpet.  With this, the dead will rise first, and then those that are alive.  Third, is the 

rapture proper, where believers get their eternal bodies that are just like Christ’s.  As Paul says, 
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Listen! I am telling you a mystery: We will not all fall asleep, but we will all be changed, 

in a moment, in the blink of an eye, at the last trumpet.  For the trumpet will sound, and the 

dead will be raised incorruptible, and we will be changed (1 Corinthians 15:51-52, HCSB). 

It should be noted that in all cases within scripture, the term sleep is never used for unbelievers 

(cf. John 11:11, Acts 7:60, 13:36, 1 Cor. 15:20).  Fourth, is the reunion where believers are caught 

up in the clouds to be with the Lord.  This is a reunion of bodies with souls, in the case of the dead, 

the dead with the living, and most importantly, believers with Christ. 

The rapture event is imminent, meaning that there are no preconditions for it to occur.  In 

John 14:2-3, Jesus said that He would prepare a place for believers and then will come to receive 

them to Him.  Jesus lists no events between those two statements.  So, while other events can 

happen between the time when Jesus goes to prepare a place and His return, nothing must happen.  

Also, nothing will announce this event.  Jesus provided no signs for the timing of the rapture, but 

said that believers should be continually vigilant, watching for His return (Matthew 24:42-44, 

Mark 13:33-37, Luke 21:28, Romans 8:32, 1 Corinthians 1:7, Revelation 22:20).  Additionally, 

Jesus said that there would be blessings for those that remain vigilant (Matthew 24:45-47) and 

explained the danger of not watching for His return (Matthew 24:48-51, Luke 21:34-36).  The fact 

that scripture repeatedly points to the imminence of the rapture confirms that it is a pre-tribulation 

event.  If some or all of the tribulation must occur before the rapture, then the rapture is no longer 

imminent, and Jesus would not have commanded believers to watch for His return. 

Just as there was only one door to the Ark, Jesus is that one door to salvation (John 10:9, 

14:6; Acts 4:12).  Also, just as with the Ark, one day that door will be shut.  That will be the day 

of the rapture.  One significant concern that believers have is that they will somehow be caught off 

guard and miss the rapture.  It must be understood that believers cannot be caught off guard and 

miss it.  Jesus said, “My sheep hear My voice, I know them, and they follow Me.  I give them 
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eternal life, and they will never perish—ever! No one will snatch them out of My hand. (John 

10:27-28).”   

That was also the point of Jesus’ parable about the virgins (Matthew 24:1-13).  The 

difference between the wise and foolish virgins was not activity, appearance, or proximity, but 

rather preparedness.  The oil represents genuine faith and the indwelling of the Holy Spirit.  Just 

as God closed the door to the ark before the flood, God will close the door to the wedding banquet 

before the tribulation.  Those that are truly saved will not be surprised or caught off guard because 

they belong to the bridegroom, are prepared for Christ’s return, and are eagerly waiting and 

watching for it.  Those that are truly saved will then be rewarded with eternal life, but the foolish 

who never truly belonged to Christ will face God’s wrath.  Readiness is not about knowing when 

Jesus is coming; it’s about knowing Jesus. 

Another concern that believers have concerns children and whether they will be raptured.  

While scripture provides no specific age of accountability, scripture makes it clear that God will 

have mercy on those that cannot understand good from bad.  All are sinners (Psalm 51:1, 58:3), 

but Isaiah 7:16 talks of a time before a child “knows to reject what is bad and choose what is 

good.”  That age will vary from person to person.  Deuteronomy 1:39 makes it clear that even 

though the Israelites sinned greatly in the wilderness, that sin was not held against the children and 

that if someone is incapable of belief, they are judged under God’s mercy, not willful rebellion.  

All are born into sin, but to be lost, one must first be able to understand the Gospel and then refuse 

its truth (Romans 5:13).  Jesus loved children and made it clear that they would not perish 

(Matthew 18:14, 19:14). 

The story of David and Bathsheba illustrates this well (2 Samuel 11:1-12:25).  David had 

an adulterous affair with Bathsheba, the wife of Uriah the Hittite.  To cover the resulting pregnancy 

and to allow him to marry Bathsheba, David arranged to have Uriah killed in battle.  Nathan then 
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rebuked David and told him that God was going to take the child from them.  The conclusion of 

this story paints one of the clearest pictures of God’s mercy toward those that cannot discern good 

from evil. 

His servants asked him, “What did you just do? While the baby was alive, you fasted and 

wept, but when he died, you got up and ate food.”  He answered, “While the baby was 

alive, I fasted and wept because I thought, ‘Who knows? The Lord may be gracious to me 

and let him live.’  But now that he is dead, why should I fast? Can I bring him back again? 

I’ll go to him, but he will never return to me (2 Samuel 12:21-23, HCSB).” 

David believed that the child was with God.  His comfort came from confidence of reunion in the 

afterlife.  God did not punish the child for the father’s sin.  This applies not just to death, but for 

the rapture as well. 

After this, the bride and groom remain hidden at the groom’s father’s house for seven days 

to consummate the marriage.  This would correspond to Daniel’s 70th week, or the week of 

tribulation (Daniel 9:27), meaning that this will occur during the Tribulation Period.  The church, 

which is the bride of Christ, is sequestered in heaven just as the bride and groom in the ancient 

Jewish wedding ceremony is sequestered in the house built by the groom.  This is a time for the 

bride and groom to get to know each other before being presented to the world as husband and 

wife.  Believers are going to need this time to get acclimated to their new existence because they 

are going to see sin and understand truth like they never have been able to comprehend before.  

This will be like a honeymoon where believers get to know themselves and Christ more intimately.   

This phase will also include the judgment at the Bema Seat of Christ where believers are 

awarded crowns for how they lived for Christ.  Believers that have been raptured will be instantly 

transformed, given resurrection bodies (cf. Job 19:25-27; Romans 8:22-23; 1 Corinthians 15:51-

55; Philippians 3:21; 1 John 3:2-3), and are then judged at the Bema Seat of Christ where “each of 
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us will give an account of himself to God (Romans 14:12, HCSB)” so that “each may be repaid 

for what he has done in the body, whether good or worthless (2 Corinthians 5:10, HCSB).”  This 

is not a judgment of sins, which have been paid for by faith in Jesus’ finished work on the cross 

(cf. Romans 3:28, 5:1, 5:8, 6:4-5), or a trial to determine acceptance into heaven, but rather God 

rewarding believers for the good they accomplished in their lives resulting from their salvation (1 

Corinthians 3:11-15).  Believers will be judged based on: 

(1) How well they obeyed the Great Commission to spread the gospel. 

(2) How vigilant they were in waiting for His return. 

(3) How faithful to scripture they were in teaching about God. 

(4) How victorious they were over sin in their lives. 

(5) How faithful they were in the face of persecution and hardships. 

They will then be rewarded with corresponding crowns as described by GotQuestions (“What are 

the five heavenly crowns that believers can receive in Heaven?”, 2020):  

(1) The crown of rejoicing is for those that bring others to Christ by evangelizing (1 

Thessalonians 2:19).  It does not matter if they accept Christ directly because of these 

efforts.  Planting a seed that another person waters is what counts.  Additionally, 

because Christians have more in this life about which to rejoice, that joy should be 

shared with others by both word and example. 

(2) The crown of righteousness is for those who actively look forward to and long for 

Christ’s return (2 Timothy 4:7-8) by focusing on Christ in both thought and action.  It 

is the righteousness of Christ that gives Christians the right to it, which means that it is 

obtained and possessed in a righteous way, and not by force and deceit as earthly 

crowns sometimes are.  It is not for those who depend upon their own sense of 
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righteousness or of their own works because such an attitude breeds only arrogance and 

pride, not a longing or fervent desire to be with the Lord. 

(3) The crown of glory is for those that faithfully teach and preach God’s word both by 

word and by example (1 Peter 5:2-4).  Even though Peter is addressing the elders, it 

must be remembered that this crown will be awarded to all those who teach in any 

setting, including teaching family members or witnessing to friends. 

(4) The crown of incorruptibility is for those that stay true and faithful to God and do not 

compromise on God’s moral absolutes to gain acceptance in the world (1 Corinthians 

9:24-27).  Christians are urged to focus on eternal treasures that cannot be destroyed 

rather than earthly treasures that can be (Matthew 6:19-21). 

(5) The crown of life is for all believers that suffer in the name of Christ but is especially 

dear to those who endure sufferings and who bravely confront persecution for Jesus, 

even to the point of death (James 1:12; Revelation 2:10).  Through enduring 

discouragements, persecutions, sufferings, or even death, Christians know assuredly 

that their reward is with Christ in eternity (Philippians 3:20). 

Finally, the third phase of the wedding ceremony includes a public presentation of the new 

couple, which concludes with a wedding feast.  This is seen as the Marriage Supper of the Lamb 

(Revelation 19:6-9), which takes place on earth after Jesus has come back with His bride at the 

conclusion of the seven-year Tribulation Period and defeated the Antichrist and his army, but 

before the beginning of His reign for a thousand years (Revelation 19:11-20:6).  By Jewish 

tradition, the wedding feast lasts one week and is attended by a much larger group of family and 

friends to ensure that the new couple gets a good start to their new life together.   

There are several theories on when the rapture will occur.  One of these theories does not 

necessarily address the timing of the rapture, but rather who will be involved.  This is known as 
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the partial rapture view, which is based on the parable of the ten virgins in Matthew 25:1-13 where 

five were prepared and five were unprepared.  This interpretation indicates that only faithful and 

watchful Christians will be raptured, while the unfaithful Christians will be left behind to suffer 

the tribulation period.  However, this theory misinterprets the parable by assuming that the 

bridesmaids left behind were symbolic of believers when they represented unbelievers.  

GotQuestions (“Will there be a partial rapture?”, 2020) notes that this theory fails because it goes 

against scripture, which teaches that when people believe, they are saved and that the rapture will 

apply to them universally (cf. 1 Corinthians 15:50-57; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18), regardless of their 

maturity or obedience. 

The first theory on the timing of the rapture is the pre-wrath rapture theory, which says that 

the rapture occurs before the “great day of their wrath (Revelation 6:17, HCSB)” and agrees that 

the church does not face the wrath of God.  Since the word wrath does not appear in Revelation 

until after the sixth seal, this theory contends that God’s wrath must not be poured out until the 

seventh seal, so the rapture must take place between the sixth and seventh seals.  According to 

GotQuestions (“What are the strengths and weaknesses of the pre-wrath view of the rapture?”, 

2020), this theory views the first six seals as the wrath of Satan, while the trumpet and the bowl 

judgments (Revelation 7–16) are viewed as the wrath of God, from which the church is exempted 

(1 Thessalonians 5:9).  Where this theory fails is that all the judgments (i.e. seal, trumpet, bowl) 

are divine judgments from God that are instruments of God’s wrath that increase in intensity.  

Additionally, scripture shows that it is Jesus who opens the seals (Revelation 5:5; 6:1) because no 

other man is found worthy to open them (Revelation 5:3-4).   

The second theory is known as the mid-tribulation rapture.  The primary reference for this 

theory is 1 Corinthians 15:51-55 because it references the last trumpet, which this theory contends 

is the seventh trumpet judgment, as the timing for the rapture.  While the seventh trumpet judgment 
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occurs at the midpoint of the tribulation period (Revelation 11:15-19), it is a harbinger of judgment 

for the wicked, not a call of grace to God’s elect (“What are the strengths and weaknesses of the 

midtribulational view of the rapture (midtribulationism)?”, 2020).  Therefore, it has nothing to do 

with the rapture, making this theory invalid.  Like the pre-wrath theory, this theory also assumes 

that God’s wrath does not begin until the start of the Great Tribulation, which occurs at the 

midpoint of the tribulation period.  Again, this theory fails because the entire tribulation period is 

characterized by wrath (cf. Zephaniah 1:15,18; Revelation 6:17, 14:7,10, 19:2).   

The third theory is the post-tribulation rapture.  The primary support for this theory is Jesus’ 

statement that He would not return until after the Great Tribulation (Matthew 24:21-30).  

Supporting scripture for this timing discusses the saints who became believers during the 

tribulation period, were martyred, and then resurrected at the end of the tribulation period 

(Revelation 13:7, 20:4-6,9).  However, scripture is clear that those who believe in Christ are not 

under condemnation and will never experience the wrath of God (Romans 8:1), but if believers go 

through the Tribulation Period, they will experience the wrath of God in contradiction of Romans 

8:1 simply because many judgments, such as the earthquakes, falling stars, and famines, will affect 

the saved and unsaved equally (“What are the strengths and weaknesses of the posttribulational 

view of the rapture (posttribulationism)?”, 2020). 

Additionally, the Sheep and Goats judgment (Matthew 25:31-46) at the end of the 

tribulation makes no sense if the rapture is post-tribulation.  The sheep are those that have come 

to know Christ and believe in Him as their savior during the Tribulation.  If those believers are 

raptured at the end of the tribulation and then immediately return with Christ in their glorified 

bodies, then there are no elect for the angels to gather (Matthew 24:31) and to be judged to be His 

sheep.  This also means that there are no believers alive at the end of the tribulation to enter the 

Millennial Kingdom and repopulate the earth. 
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Matthew 24:37-41 also supposedly supports a post-tribulation rapture by referencing how 

“one will be taken and the other left” at Christ’s second coming, but the previous verse (Matthew 

24:36) makes it clear that the time of the rapture is unknown.  This theory fails because the timing 

of the end of the tribulation period is certainly known since the Tribulation Period begins with the 

signing of the peace agreement between the Antichrist and the Jews and ends seven years later 

(Daniel 9:27).  Finally, references for the rapture show Christ coming for His saints (1 

Thessalonians 4:13-18), where at Christ’s second coming, He will come with His saints to the 

earth to reign for a thousand years (Revelation 19:11-14).  These are separate events that are 

conflated with this theory. 

Finally, there is the pre-tribulation theory.  Scripture assures that the church is not 

appointed to wrath (cf. 1 Thessalonians 5:9-10; Romans 5:9; Revelation 3:10) and that God 

protects His people before judgment falls (cf. 2 Peter 2:5-9; Zephaniah 2:3; Psalm 27:5), which is 

why a pre-tribulation rapture is best supported by scripture if the Bible is interpreted literally and 

consistently.  Additionally, Abraham’s plea to spare Sodom and Gomorrah and God’s response 

that He would not destroy them if even ten righteous people were found there (Genesis 18:16-33) 

provides substantial evidence that a pre-tribulation view of the rapture is correct.  Those that 

oppose this theory cite that there are believers during the Tribulation Period.  However, there are 

several reasons why they will come to Christ after the rapture, such as witnessing the rapture itself, 

because of the ministry of the 144,000 Jewish evangelists (Revelation 7), because of the ministry 

of the two witnesses (Revelation 11), or after reading Christian literature and Bibles left by those 

raptured.  GotQuestions (“What are the strengths and weaknesses of the pretribulational view of 

the rapture (pretribulationism)?”, 2020) also notes that scripture does not mention the church in 

Revelation chapters 4-21, and in fact, never uses the word ‘church’ in a passage relating to the 

Tribulation Period, meaning that it is absent from scripture during the entire Tribulation Period. 
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As stated earlier, the rapture is an event that is imminent, has no signs associated with it, 

and nothing must be prophetically fulfilled before the rapture can occur (cf. 1 Corinthians 1:7; 

Philippians 3:20, 4:5; 1 Thessalonians 1:9-10; Titus 2:11-14).  Jesus confirms this by stating in the 

Olivet Discourse that the day or hour of the rapture event is only known by the Father and that not 

even the Son nor the angels in heaven know when this will occur (Matthew 24:36-51).  A pre-

tribulation rapture is the only theory that supports the teaching that the rapture is imminent and 

that the timing is not known.  Additionally, Salus (2018) notes that the account of Noah, referenced 

by Jesus in the Olivet Discourse, not only supports a pre-tribulation rapture, but that it also supports 

a time gap between the rapture and the start of the tribulation period.  Prior to the flood, Noah’s 

grandfather Enoch was raptured (Genesis 5:21-24).  Years later, Noah went through the flood 

(Genesis 7).   

The chronology of the book of Revelation also shows the rapture occurring prior to the 

Tribulation Period.  The book of Revelation begins with letters to the churches shown in Figure 1. 

 

Figure 1: The Seven Churches of Revelation (LaHaye, 1999) 
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Jesus wrote these letters to seven actual churches that existed in John’s time.  In addition to being 

instructive to these specific churches, the letters in chapters 2 and 3 are representative of how 

churches throughout the church age can behave and the issues that they can have.  All churches 

throughout history can be examined against these representative churches and find instruction.  

Some scholars, such as LaHaye (1999), believe that these letters have prophetic meaning as well 

and that they are representative of not just individual churches, but entire church ages.   

Revelation chapters 4 and 5 then represent the church in heaven, with Revelation 4:1 

representing the rapture event, which occurs prior to the opening of the seals that start the 

Tribulation Period in chapter 6.  In Jesus’ letter to the church in Philadelphia (Revelation 3:7-13), 

which represents the evangelical Christian church or the “church Christ loved (LaHaye, 1999)”, 

Jesus said: “I will also keep you from the hour of testing that is going to come over the whole 

world to test those who live on the earth (Revelation 3:10, HCSB).”  This, along with the 

chronology of the book of Revelation, confirms that the church is not destined to take part of the 

Tribulation Period.   

Some scholars argue that Psalm 83:3 indicates that the rapture will occur prior to the Arab-

Israeli War described in that psalm, stating: “They have taken crafty counsel against Your people, 

And consulted together against Your sheltered ones (Psalm 83:3, NKJV).”  It does not seem to be 

likely that the ‘sheltered ones’ (NKJV), ‘hidden ones’ (KJV), or ‘those you protect’ (NRSV) is a 

reference to the raptured church because the war described in this Psalm is to destroy the Jewish 

state (Psalm 83:4) and to capture the promised land of Israel (Psalm 83:12), and is therefore not 

directed against Christians.  Salas (2013) believes it is more likely a reference to the faithful 

remnant of Jews that are protected through the Tribulation Period.  However, since there is nothing 

that precludes the rapture from happening prior to the Arab-Israeli War, one could argue that it 

would be a good catalyst to embolden Israel’s immediate neighbors into starting such a conflict.   
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While this is not a necessary condition to enable a large-scale Middle East conflict, such an event 

would provide ideal conditions for this conflict to ensue because a rapture event would likely 

reduce or eliminate United States influence in the Middle East region due to the significant number 

of Christians in the population.   

Wars and Rumors of Wars 

The next pre-tribulation event to occur is an Arab-Israeli War.  Salus (2013) believes that 

this war is described in Psalm 83 and is the prelude to the Gog and Magog War because it includes 

all of Israel’s immediate neighboring countries and enemies such that “the house of Israel will no 

longer be hurt by prickly briers or painful thorns from all their neighbors who treat them with 

contempt (Ezekiel 28:24, HCSB).”  This psalm was written by Asaph, who is called a seer or 

prophet (2 Chronicles 29:30) that prophesied under the order of King David (1 Chronicles 25:2).   

In this prophetic vision, Israel is ringed by an unholy alliance dedicated to her destruction.  

While this alliance has not formed yet, the stage is set.  Salus (2013) notes that during the 

dispersion period, the cities of Israel were forsaken and reduced to ruins and that the surrounding 

nations swallowed the country from every side, giving themselves the land promised to Abraham 

and incurring God’s wrath as prophesied by Ezekiel 36:1-5.  Salus (2013) also notes that this is 

the heart of the Middle East conflict today because the return of the Jews meant the eviction of the 

Arab trespassers, which then became homeless refugees because the surrounding nations did not 

facilitate their return.   

The Arab nations assumed that they would destroy the new Jewish state, but they lost, and 

this created the Palestinian refugees, or the “tents of Edom (Psalm 83:6, HCSB).”  This serves to 

unite the Arabs in common cause against Israel and, according to Psalm 83, they will not concede 

the land apart from Israeli conquest over them.  In response to the repeated Arab assaults that the 

Jews have seen since the creation of the new nation of Israel, they have established a strong military 
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in self-defense as prophesied in the Valley of the Dry Bones prophecy (Ezekiel 37:10).  Israel now 

is the most militarily dominant country in the Middle East, with the Israeli Defense Force (IDF) 

being the tenth ranked military in the world, and all that remains for them to be an “exceedingly 

great army (Ezekiel 37:10, NKJV)” is the conquest of the Arab confederacy (Psalm 83:6-8). 

Kinder (1975) notes that this the war described in Psalm 83 may be bigger than a single 

threat and a particular alliance because it represents the perennial aggression of the world against 

God and His people and that not only does it want victory of the enemy, but it wants them 

convinced, made to acknowledge, and to seek the Lord.  Salus (2013) also notes that this psalm 

begins the process of restoring the Jews to the status of “My people Israel” as prophesied by Hosea.  

God gave notice through Hosea that a time would come when they would become “not My people” 

(Hosea 1:8-9) and Jesus confirmed that the rejection of Him would begin this prophecy (Matthew 

23:35-36).  History also proves that this part of the prophecy was fulfilled in the generation that 

rejected Christ.  The Temple was destroyed in 70 AD as Jesus prophesied (Matthew 24:2) and the 

nation of Israel ceased to exist after the Bar-Kokhba War in 136 AD. 

This presented a dilemma of how to keep true to the Abrahamic covenant that the world 

would be blessed through Abraham’s descendants and still allow them to be “not My people,” but 

Paul resolved this dilemma by recognizing that only part of Israel would be hardened (Romans 

11:25-26).  As Salus (2013) notes, A remnant would go from “My people Israel” to “My people 

the Church.”  Eventually, Israel will once again be “My people Israel” (Hosea 1:10) when the “full 

number of the Gentiles has come in (Romans 11:25, HCSB),” leading to Israel’s national salvation.  

The hardness or blindness will end, and the Jews will become “My people Israel” again in advance 

of the second coming of Christ (Ezekiel 36:8-12). This process of restoration began with the 

Balfour Declaration (“Balfour Declaration”, 2020) in 1917 to restore the nation of Israel.  They 

will again be “My people Israel” by the conclusion of the Arab-Israeli War (Ezekiel 25:14).  This 
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also supports a pre-tribulation rapture of the Church around the time of the Arab-Israeli War 

because this restoration coincides with the end of the church age or the fullness of the Gentiles 

(Luke 21:24; Romans 11:25).  The Church came into being when Israel lost the title of “My people 

Israel,” so it is fitting that the Church is removed when Israel regains that title and is spiritually 

restored (Ezekiel 36:25-30) through this war. 

The Arab-Israeli War, then, is a proxy war being waged by Satan since the beginning of 

time.  The destruction of Israel is Satan’s latest method for preventing the return of Christ and the 

surrounding nations are his pawns.  Because this is yet another battle in the longstanding war that 

was announced in Genesis just after Adam and Eve’s initial sin (Genesis 3:15), this bitter enmity 

against Israel goes deeper than the current politics and rivalries and is, as Kinder (1975) states, 

“one attempt among many others by the kingdom of darkness to wipe out the bearers of salvation.”   

According to Salus (2013), this hatred originated almost 4,000 years ago when God made 

an unconditional covenant with Abraham and again with Jacob (Genesis 15:18-21; 22:17-18; 

35:11-12).  Hagar, Ishmael, Esau, Moab, and Ammon all coveted the contents of this covenant due 

to the inherent blessings contained within it.  Salus (2013) notes that the conflict between Sarah 

and Hagar is the root of this hatred.  Hagar had contempt for Sarah because she had to forfeit her 

son Ishmael to Sarah as the surrogate mother, but she coveted the blessings of the covenant with 

Abraham for herself (Genesis 16:1-6).  Salus (2013) also states that this hatred then spread to 

Hagar’s son, Ishmael, who was never accepted as heir by Abraham and was then forced to leave 

when Isaac was born (Genesis 21:8-10).  According to Salus (2013), this hatred was then spread 

throughout the elite circles of Egyptian leadership, who knew Abraham well for trying to pass 

Sarah off as his sister (Genesis 16:10-12; 17:20-21).  The hatred started by Hagar and Ishmael then 

spread to Esau.  Esau felt cheated out of his inheritance as well after he gave up his birthright 

(Genesis 25:27-34) and then was denied Isaac’s blessing when Jacob impersonated him (Genesis 
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25:22-23; 27:5-8,41).  Esau then married a daughter of Ishmael to spite Isaac and further cement 

the ancient hatred (Genesis 28:6-9).   

Salus (2013) states that Moab and Ammon are not noted for having a negative personal 

encounter with Abraham, Isaac, or Jacob. However, according to Salus (2013), this hatred 

manifested through their descendants for centuries after the deaths of Moab and Ammon as the 

hatred from the other nations permeated their cultures and grew out of disputes over the possession 

of certain parts of the Promised Land.  Plagues against Egypt, which led to the Exodus, further 

exacerbated and cemented this ancient hatred, according to Salus (2013).  This hatred of 

Abraham’s heirs continues today through their descendants.  Over the years, their descendants 

perpetuated this hatred and propelled this disposition across the region.  Salus (2013) notes that 

other historical enemies of Israel then found it favorable to embrace this attitude, which ultimately 

became cleverly enveloped into a religion known as Islam. 

In Psalm 83, Asaph wants God to be active and to intervene on Israel’s behalf as God’s 

people and emphasizes that these are God’s enemies, not Israel’s.  Kinder (1975) states that “this 

prayer takes its stand not on the people’s plight, but on their relationship [with God].”  Psalm 83 

outlines God’s Middle East peace plan that started with the rebirth of Israel, which itself is a 

miracle, because no nation has ever been restored after having been destroyed for so long.  Israel’s 

rebirth after a little over 1,800 years could only happen through God’s divine will (Jeremiah 16:14-

15; 31:35-37).  Salus (2013) notes that for the miracle that is Israel’s restoration to occur, God had 

to do several things: 

(1) Destroy the Ottoman empire that ruled the Middle East (1517-1917). 

(2) Create the desire in the Jewish people to return to the Promised Land, starting in 

1917. 
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(3) Defeat the Nazi regime, which attempted Jewish genocide to prevent their return to 

their ancient homeland, by uniting and empowering the Allied forces in WWII. 

(4) Reestablish the Arab and Persian states so that many Arabs and Persians could 

vacate out of Israel. 

(5) Move the United Nations to legislate and approve the partition plan of 1947 to 

reestablish the Jewish state so that they could have a home again. 

(6) Create and empower the IDF so that Israel could survive the repeated Arab attempts 

to destroy them. 

(7) Preserve and prosper Israel so that it can be secure until the end times. 

It is through the Arab-Israeli War that Israel serves the purpose to make God’s holy name 

known to all the world (Ezekiel 36:22-24).  The ancient curse for cursing Israel (Genesis 12:3) is 

still in effect and Salus (2013) states that God will execute judgment on these hostile nations in 

compliance with the curse-for-curse-in-kind clause in Genesis.  Salus (2013) also states that this 

is the historically proven foreign policy of God toward the Gentile nations, that it will be the 

shedding of Arab blood for the shedding of Jewish blood, and that it will place the Arab nations 

under Jewish sovereignty as they had done to the land of Israel.  According to Jeremiah 12:14-17, 

God will completely uproot and destroy all of Israel’s wicked neighbors for rejecting God and His 

chosen people’s right to the Promised Land.  What is interesting is that a fertile future would have 

awaited these neighbors had they blessed the return of the Jews to their land.  They would have 

been allowed to peacefully coexist if they would, as God said, “swear by my name.”   

According to Psalm 83, and as shown in Figure 2, the alliance includes “the tents of Edom 

and the Ishmaelites, Moab and the Hagrites, Gebal, Ammon, and Amalek, Philistia with the 

inhabitants of Tyre.  Even Assyria has joined them; they lend support to the sons of Lot (Psalm 

83:5-8, HCSB).”  Salus (2013) notes that the modern names for these adversaries, also shown in 
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Figure 2, are Jordan, Lebanon, Egypt’s Negev desert into the Sinai peninsula, Gaza, Syria into 

western Iraq, the Palestinians, as well as Hamas, and Hezbollah.  Figure 2 also provides the 

mapping between the ancient names and their modern equivalents. 

 

Figure 2: Arab-Israeli War Adversaries 

The hostility of these nations is rooted in the ancient hatred.  Kinder (1975) notes that some 

of these nations were close relatives of Israel, so their hostility was even more intense.  Edom came 

from the people of Esau, Jacob’s brother.  Amalek was Esau’s grandson and they were centered 

mostly in the south.  The Ishmaelites stemmed from Isaac’s half-brother Ishmael.  Moab and 

Ammon were the children of Lot, Abraham’s nephew.  Even though the remaining nations were 

not related to Israel, the hatred spread to them through contact with the nations that were related.  

During Saul’s reign, the tribe of Reuben waged war against the Hagrites and defeated them (1 

Chronicles 5:10).  Some of these nations, such as Philistia and Assyria, were long-standing 

enemies.  Kinder (1975) states that Assyria was a great power that worked behind the scenes and 

used Moab and Ammon as their pawns and eventually incorporated this entire group of peoples, 

both friend and foe, into their empire.  While they thought that they were the puppet masters, the 

were really just pawns of Satan, rather than a player.  Psalm 2:4 says that the Lord laughs and 
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scoffs at them and Psalm 82:6-7 notes that even though they think they are gods, they will die like 

mere mortals and fall like every other ruler.   

Israel’s ancient enemies will confederate in modern times to attempt to destroy her and 

confiscate the Promised Land (Psalm 83:4).  This prophecy cannot have been fulfilled during 

biblical times and must remain to be fulfilled in modern times because the closest biblical match 

for this list of enemies comes from 2 Chronicles 20.  Here, Jehoshaphat of Juda was threatened by 

an alliance of enemies that included Edom, Moab, and Ammon.  The list of enemies in this psalm 

is much longer.  These Arab nations that form this confederacy are Israel’s most observable foes 

today and they have repeatedly denied Israel’s right to exist.  Parts of this confederacy have 

repeatedly attacked Israel in modern history in all the major wars and regional conflicts to date.  

However, never have all of them conspired together for a single conflict until this war.  With it, 

they intend to finally achieve their goal to have Israel’s name remembered no more (Psalm 83:4).  

Ezekiel 35 states that Moab and Ammon (i.e., Jordan) are to be given over to the people of the 

East (i.e., Northern Syria).  It is possible that this growing influence could be how the confederacy 

forms.   

Some scholars say that the Arab-Israeli War as described in Psalm 83 was fulfilled by 

Israel’s War of Independence in 1948, but the Palestinian refugees in Gaza (i.e. the tents of Edom), 

Hamas, and Hezbollah did not exist at that time.  Instead, the Palestinian refugees came about 

because of this war.  Also, combatants not listed in Psalm 83 participated in the 1948 war, including 

volunteers from Yemen, Morocco, Sudan, and Pakistan.  Some scholars also say that Psalm 83 

was fulfilled with the Six-Day War in 1967 (“Six-Day War”, 2019), but that war did not include 

full list of combatants described in the psalm.  Also, Egypt was not desolated for 40 years post 

either of these wars (Ezekiel 29:12-14), Southern Jordan has not been permanently desolated 
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(Isaiah 34:9-10), and the oppression of Israel by the Psalm 83 combatants has not ceased, meaning 

that this prophecy has not yet been fulfilled (Psalm 83:9-18; Judges 8:28). 

The purpose of this prophetic war is to cast judgment upon the animosity established in 

ancient times toward the promises God made to Abraham.  Psalm 83 asks God to defeat these 

enemies in the same manner that the enemies in two campaigns in the book of Judges were.  These 

campaigns also provide examples of Israel being under divine empowerment and protection.  

Judges chapters 4 and 5 describe how the Canaanites oppressed the Israelites for 20 years and 

suffered a bitter defeat by the Israelites, led by Barak, resulting in no Israeli casualties.  Judges 

chapters 6 to 8 describe how the Midianites had oppressed the Israelites for 7 years.  Gideon took 

300 warriors and even though he was outmanned and outgunned 400 to 1, he destroyed 120,000 

Midianites, yet incurred no Israeli casualties.  Both enemies were defeated from top to bottom with 

their kings, nobles, and princes being killed alongside their soldiers.  The result was that they 

ceased to ever oppress the Israelites or the Promised Land again.  By petitioning the Lord to defeat 

the Psalm 83 Arab confederacy in the historical methods described in Judges 4-8, Asaph is 

encouraging the divine empowerment of the IDF to victory (Psalm 83:9-12) rather than through 

divine victory like when Pharaoh’s army was swallowed up by the converging waters of the Red 

Sea (Exodus 14:26-28).  Such a divine victory will occur again with the Gog and Magog War (Ez. 

38:18-39:6; Is. 63:1-6).  Also, by referencing these campaigns from the book of Judges, Psalm 83 

advocates for the total annihilation of these enemies from top to bottom, and with no Israeli 

casualties.   

Kinder (1975) states that by advocating victory like the campaigns referenced in Judges 4-

8, this war emphasizes the weakness of God’s chosen victors and that without God’s support, they 

could not be successful. This also emphasizes the futility of Satan’s pawns.  Even with Satan’s 

support, they have no hope of standing against God.  Kinder (1975) also notes that Psalm 83:12 
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restates the enemies’ intentions to take the Promised Land from Israel, which brings out the truth 

that these are the pasturelands of God and not simply Israel’s holdings.  Therefore, any attempts 

to retake them are doomed to fail.   

This will not be a small regional conflict.  This will be a major war with global implications.  

Given that, along with the fact that Iran is one of Israel’s greatest enemies in modern times, Iran 

should be part of this coalition and it is curious that they are not.  There may be a couple of reasons 

why they do not participate.  First, this is an Arab war, not Persian, so the conflicts between the 

Sunni and Shia sects within Islam may dissuade Iran from participating openly.  However, it is 

possible that Iran does participate covertly using Hamas and Hezbollah as proxies, since Iran is 

known to support these terrorist organizations and they are members of the Psalm 83 coalition.   

Second, according to scripture, Elam, which was centered in the far west and southwest of 

modern-day Iran, is devastated: “I will bring the four winds against Elam from the four corners of 

the heavens, and I will scatter them to all these winds.  There will not be a nation to which Elam’s 

banished ones will not go (Jeremiah 49:36, HCSB).”  The Bushehr nuclear facility is located in 

ancient Elam and Israel may be forced to destroy this facility if Iran continues to develop their 

nuclear capability at this location.   

The destruction of this facility provides one possible explanation for the devastation and 

necessity for everyone in that region to flee as described in Jeremiah’s and Ezekiel’s prophecies 

(Jeremiah 49:34-39; Ezekiel 32:24-25).  These prophecies also state that this destruction is caused 

by a military strike, rather than by a natural disaster.  Since Iran is not part of the Psalm 83 coalition, 

Israel may have already attacked Iran and destroyed this facility by the time the Arab-Israeli War 

starts such that they are incapable of participating or Israel decides to destroy this facility as 

retaliation for Iran’s covert participation in the Arab-Israeli War.   
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While this provides enough instability for Iran to not participate in the Arab-Israeli War, it 

does not devastate Iran to the point that they cannot and do not participate in the Gog and Magog 

War that follows.  In fact, if Israel attacks Iran prior to the Arab-Israeli War, such a scenario may 

provide additional justification for the Psalm 83 coalition to initiate the Arab-Israeli War in the 

first place and for Iran to participate in the Gog and Magog War. 

The Arab-Israeli war will be devastating and will totally reshape the Middle East 

politically, economically, and militarily.  The outcome will be that Israel will become a regional, 

if not global, superpower nation.  As a result, this will fulfill God’s promise to glorify His name 

through Israel.   

The Arab-Israeli War 

Based on Psalm 83’s plea for God to intervene and provide a victory as described in Judges 

4-8, as well as God’s intent to use this war to glorify His name, the Arab-Israeli War will likely be 

swift, decisive, and one-sided, with destruction of Israel’s enemies executed at the hands of the 

IDF through divine empowerment (Ezekiel 25:14).  Zephaniah also prophesies about this war and 

his prophecy provides a good summary view for how this war progresses.  This prophecy shows 

how Gaza, Hamas, and the Palestinian refugees are destroyed, and Israel’s lands are repossessed.  

Israel first uproots and destroys all the terrorist organizations within its current borders, making 

Syria, Jordan, and the Gaza Strip desolate wastelands (Zephaniah 2:3-5).  After Gaza is deserted, 

Hamas is destroyed, and no Palestinian inhabitants reside along the Southwestern seacoast of 

Israel, this coastal territory will become the possession of the Jewish people (Zephaniah 2:6-7).  

Jordan, the Golan Heights, and the West Bank will then be repossessed (Zephaniah 2:8-9).  Finally, 

Syria and Iraq will be destroyed and desolate.  Nineveh, which is modern-day Mosul in Northern 

Iraq, will be utterly desolate and dry as the desert. (Zephaniah 2:13-14). 
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While Psalm 83 advocates for minimal Israeli casualties, if any, it appears that may not be 

the case at least in the initial attack against Israel that starts this war.  In addition to God’s 

judgments against Israel’s adversaries, Isaiah indicates that Israel will also be punished for their 

disobedience: 

On that day the splendor of Jacob will fade, and his healthy body will become emaciated. 

It will be as if a reaper had gathered standing grain—his arm harvesting the heads of 

grain—and as if one had gleaned heads of grain in the Valley of Rephaim.  Only gleanings 

will be left in Israel, as if an olive tree had been beaten—two or three berries at the very 

top of the tree, four or five on its fruitful branches.  This is the declaration of the Lord, the 

God of Israel…On that day their strong cities will be like the abandoned woods and 

mountaintops that were abandoned because of the Israelites; there will be desolation (Isaiah 

17:4-6,9, HCSB). 

Based on this description, there will be severe Israeli loss of life, but little structural damage, in at 

least this one regional battle that starts this war.  These verses may indicate that Syria will initiate 

the war with a devastating attack on Israel by using chemical or biological weapons, which Syria 

is known to possess.   

This is the confederacy’s one and only shot at winning the war.  They would need a decisive 

preemptive strike that would destroy Israel in a single blow.  However, since this war is ultimately 

against God, not Israel, this will fail.  This, then, will invoke God’s wrath, which terrifies them, 

knowing what God has planned for them (Isaiah 19:16-17).  It may be that from this point on there 

are no Israeli casualties as Asaph had prayed for in Psalm 83.  Israel then responds with the utter 

destruction of Damascus.  Isaiah states that Damascus will be a heap of ruins (Isaiah 17:1-3) and 

Jeremiah describes the devastation with God declaring that all her soldiers will be silenced and 

that He will set fire to the walls of Damascus, all in a single day (Jeremiah 49:23-27).  It is likely 
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that Israel would respond with nuclear weapons if they experienced a chemical or biological attack, 

matching Jeremiah’s description of Damascus’ destruction.  These descriptions of the utter 

devastation for both Damascus and within Israel would fit this scenario for how this war starts. 

Israel will then destroy the Palestinians, which represent a remnant of Esau’s descendants 

from Edom (Isaiah 34:1-6; Jeremiah 49:16-17).  Esau and the entire region from Edom (i.e., 

Southern Jordan) to Dedan (i.e., Northwestern Saudi Arabia) will be reduced to rubble, leaving no 

survivor (Ezekiel 25:12-13).  Edom will become an object of horror (Jeremiah 49:16-17).  Salus 

(2013) notes that the word for horror that Jeremiah used was Tiphletseth (טיפלתת), which is the 

most descriptive word available in the Hebrew language and the only time in the Bible that this 

word is used.  According to Obadiah, the Palestinian’s mistreatment of the Jewish people results 

in their own ethnical demise (Obadiah 1:9-15).  According to Isaiah, the Israelis will then destroy 

the descendants of Esau, which includes Jordan and neighboring nations (Isaiah 11:11-14).  They 

will take Northern Jordan and the capital city, Amman, will surrender to them.  They will also 

conquer Gaza and plunder the people of the East, which is modern-day Northern Syria. 

The war then extends into Northwest Saudi Arabia and as far south as the Red Sea to 

include Egypt (Obadiah 1:20).  Jeremiah says that the earth shakes at the sound of the fall of 

Israel’s enemies and that their cry will resound to the Red Sea (Jeremiah 49:21), showing the 

magnitude of this alliance’s defeat and the impact it has on the international community.  As a 

result, the region will be reshaped and desolated due to this war.  At the war’s conclusion, Israel’s 

borders will resemble the tribal territories that existed when Solomon was king, and Figure 3 shows 

how they may be redrawn.  Israel will have defeated the enemies bordering her land and, for the 

first time as a single unified country since the time of Joshua, they will have expanded the country’s 

borders back to what God had promised Abraham (cf. Genesis 15:18-21; Joshua 1:4; Obadiah 
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1:19-21; Ezekiel 47:13-48:35).  With the destruction of their neighbors, Israel will gain sovereignty 

over much of the Middle East.   

 

Figure 3: Israel’s Borders after the Arab-Israeli War 

Another result of this war is that Egypt will be desolate for 40 years (Ezekiel 29:12-14).  

Also, Edom, which is Southern Jordan, will be permanently desolated (Isaiah 34:9-10).  Because 

of their military power, the destruction of their neighbors, and the new national borders, Israel will 

be much more secure.  Finally, with her enemies defeated, it appears that Israel will feel safe, live 

peacefully, and allow themselves to drop their guard and disarm (Ezekiel 28:24-26), which is a 

requirement for the Gog and Magog War (Ezekiel 38:8,11,14).  They will be a regional, if not 

global, superpower due to their victory.  Therefore, as Salus (2013) concludes, the 7-year peace 

treaty between the Antichrist and Israel that starts the Tribulation Period may have nothing to do 

with bringing peace to the Middle East because that has been achieved at this point, and instead, 

it may be an attempt to neutralize the stature of the Jewish people and their God. 

Kinder (1975) states that Psalm 83 prays for a route of Israel’s enemies, not a mere retreat.  

The imagery of a whirlwind that blows everything away before it and a fire that completely 
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consumes mountains (Psalm 83:13-15) would be an accurate description of the one-sided and total 

victory that is prophesied.  In the long run, this is what happens to even the most powerful of men 

before God.  They will be swept away completely and with ease.  In addition, the confederacy that 

stood against Israel will be totally humiliated (Psalm 83:16-17) and God’s name will be vindicated 

with them acknowledging “that you alone are the Most High over all the earth (Psalm 83:18, 

HCSB).”  This acknowledgement of God is the bare minimum of a much richer knowledge of God, 

but it is the first step toward the final victory that will occur at the end of the Tribulation Period.  

Scripture indicates that Rahab, Babylon, Philistia, Tyre, and Cush will come to 

acknowledge God (Psalm 87:4).  Jeremiah states that Moab and Ammon (i.e., Jordan) will also 

acknowledge God and have their fortunes restored (Jeremiah 48:46-47; 49:5-6).  The question is 

whether this acknowledgement of the Lord is saving knowledge or just a return of their earthly 

fortunes.  Most importantly, there will be a spiritual awakening for the Jews in the wake of this 

war (Isaiah 17:7-8; Ezekiel 36:25-30, 37:9-10), such that the descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and 

Jacob are formally recognized by God as “My people Israel” once again (Hosea 1:10).  This will 

cause Israel to rebuild the Temple, which will likely take several years to complete, and allow the 

sacrificial system to resume.  It is unclear whether the Temple construction will begin before or 

after the Arab-Israeli War or even if the start of construction is delayed until after Gog and Magog 

War, but it must be completed, and the sacrificial system must begin, with the start of the 

Tribulation Period.  Scripture states that the sacrificial system will only exist for 42 months 

(Revelation 11:1-2) and then the Temple will be defiled, or possibly destroyed, at the midpoint of 

the Tribulation Period (Daniel 9:27), meaning that the Temple exists only during the Lesser 

Tribulation.  One important caveat is that this spiritual awakening does not include an 

understanding that Jesus is their Messiah.  That revelation will not occur until the end of the Great 

Tribulation. 
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The Gog and Magog War 

The results of the Arab-Israeli War will set the stage for the Gog and Magog War (Ezekiel 

38-39).  The participants in this war include Magog, Meshech, Tubal, Persia, Cush, Put, Gomer, 

and Beth-Togarmah (Ezekiel 38:1-6).  According to Salus (2013), the modern equivalents to these 

are Russia, the former Soviet states (Ukraine, Belarus, Lithuania, Latvia, and Estonia), Iran, Sudan, 

Ethiopia and Libya, eastern Europe, Armenia, western Asia, and Turkey.  This confederacy is 

shown in Figure 4.  Evidence that supports a separate Arab-Israeli War prior to the Gog and Magog 

War is the absence of Israel’s immediate neighbors as participants in this war (Salus, 2013).  The 

most logical conclusion is that Israel has defeated these adversaries in a prior war and has expanded 

her borders to encompass that land as noted in Ezekiel 47:13-48:35.   

 

Figure 4: Gog and Magog War Adversaries 

Ezekiel 38:13 indicates that Yemen (Sheba) and Saudi Arabia (Dedan) do not participate 

in this war.  Additionally, Ezekiel 38:13 includes “the merchants of Tarshish and all her rulers 

(HCSB)” in this coalition.  Salus (2016) believes that Tarshish is Great Britain and that her “rulers” 

(HCSB) or “villages” (NIV) are her colonies, or specifically, the United States, Canada, and 
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Australia.  This verse asks: “Have you come to seize spoil? Have you assembled your hordes to 

carry off plunder, to make off with silver and gold, to take cattle and possessions, to seize great 

spoil (HCSB)?”  Based on the wording of this verse and the fact that that this opposing coalition 

includes countries that support Israel, their absence in the Gog and Magog War indicate that these 

nations limit their support for Israel to political or economic sanctions rather than providing 

military support. 

One of the chief reasons the Gog and Magog coalition comes against Israel is to “seize 

spoil and carry off plunder, to turn your hand against ruins now inhabited and against a people 

gathered from the nations, who have been acquiring cattle and possessions and who live at the 

center of the world (Ezekiel 38:12, HCSB).”  While it is man’s hatred toward God’s chosen people 

that drives the Arab-Israeli War and it is the divinely empowered IDF that defeats Israel’s enemies 

as divine judgment against those enemies, it is God that persuades Gog into starting the Gog and 

Magog War (Ezekiel 38:4, 39:2).  God then defeats them divinely (Ezekiel 39:3-5) without the 

IDF “so that the nations may know Me, when I show Myself holy through you [Gog] in their sight 

(Ezekiel 38:16, HCSB).”  According to Taylor (1969), there is no inconsistency with man’s 

reasons for starting this war and the fact that, unlike with the Arab-Israeli War, God is bringing 

this war about because “a divine purpose overrules, while it makes use of, the base human motive.”  

Taylor (1969) notes that: 

The same paradox marks Isaiah’s teaching on the Assyrian invasion (Isaiah 10:5-19) and 

Habakkuk’s attitude to the Chaldean menace (Habakkuk 1:5-11).  It does not mean that 

Gog is a luckless pawn in the hand of an all-powerful but immoral God.  Gog freely acts 

according to the evil dictates of his lust for conquest and easy spoil, but behind everything 

in the universe (and especially as it relates to God’s people) there is the controlling hand 
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of God, who orders all things wit a view to the ultimate vindication of His honour among 

the nations.   

As Taylor (1969) concludes, this is a picture of God “leading His enemies forth in order to disarm 

and destroy them, and the ultimate indignity for them will be that their bodies will be left unburied 

for the wild beasts to devour.” 

Also, one reason that God must intervene to divinely save Israel from this attack is that 

Israel has left its guard down in the wake of the Arab-Israeli War.  They are living in perceived 

security because all their neighbors have been defeated and they now have much more defensible 

borders.  Taylor (1969) notes that Israel is now helpless and that God “will become incensed at the 

unprovoked invasion by the hordes from the north and He will bring all kinds of natural disasters 

upon them.”  Taylor (1969) further states that a host of non-human agents that are frequently 

associated with God’s judgments will be used against this coalition and will include earthquakes, 

pestilence and bloodshed, torrential rains, hailstones, and fire and brimstone (Ezekiel 38:19-23).  

In addition, the sword will also be used against Gog such that “every man’s sword will be against 

his brother (Ezekiel 38:21, HCSB),” meaning that “the demoralized heathen [will] slay each other 

in their panic and add to the general destruction (Taylor, 1969).” 

Another major difference between these two wars is that in the Arab-Israeli War, both 

Israel and her enemies will be punished and there will be widespread devastation (cf. Isaiah 17:1-

3,9; Obadiah 1:15-18; Ezekiel 25:13-14, 29:12-14, 36:7; Jeremiah 49:21), but with the Gog and 

Magog War, only Israel’s enemies are punished and the devastation described is limited to just the 

attacking forces.  While it may take months for the IDF to fully defeat the Arab confederacy in the 

Arab-Israeli War after that confederacy’s initial attack on Israel, the Gog and Magog coalition will 

be defeated immediately and totally by God as they begin their preemptive strike against Israel. 
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The Gog and Magog War is yet another example that proves that God’s command to curse 

those that curse Israel (Genesis 12:3) is still in effect.  This has already been seen with the Arab-

Israeli War, but there are other examples from scripture as well.  First, Joseph’s brothers attempted 

to harm him by selling him into slavery, but it turned out to be a blessing (Genesis 50:20).  Next, 

Egypt attempted to kill the Hebrews by trapping them at the Red Sea, but the sea parted, letting 

the Hebrews escape and then closing on the advancing Egyptian army (Exodus 14:15-31).  Finally, 

during the time of Queen Esther, Haman plotted to kill the Jews living in Persia and hang Esther’s 

adopted father Mordechai, but the Jews fought back, survived, and instead of Mordechai getting 

hung in the gallows, Haman did (Esther 7:9-10).  God knows how to convert bad things into good 

(Romans 8:28), giving Israel the ability to plunder and pillage these enemies in retaliation for 

invading them (Ezekiel 39:9-10).   

Many scholars place the Gog and Magog War in the first half of the Tribulation Period.  

However, it is through this war that God will make His holy name known among His people Israel 

and will no longer allow it to be profaned (Ezekiel 39:7), so that people have the opportunity to 

believe in God before being deceived by the Antichrist (Salus 2018).  Also, scripture states that it 

will take Israel seven months to cleanse the land by burying the dead (Ezekiel 39:11-13; Numbers 

19:11-22; Deuteronomy 21:1-9) and collecting the weapons of war, and then another seven years 

to burn those weapons from the war for fuel (Ezekiel 39:9-10).  If the Gog and Magog War were 

to occur during the Tribulation Period, there would not be seven years left for this cleanup to take 

place, especially if this war were to occur at a point significantly after the start of the Lesser 

Tribulation.  Additionally, the sheer magnitude of this war would be the perfect catalyst to bring 

forward the Antichrist, who would then establish the seven-year peace agreement that begins the 

Tribulation Period as described in Daniel 9:27.   
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Finally, scripture indicates that the Antichrist does not break the peace treaty that he 

establishes at the beginning of the Lesser Tribulation until the start of the Great Tribulation three-

and-a-half years later (Daniel 9:27), so it would be highly unlikely that he could allow the Gog 

and Magog War to occur during the Lesser Tribulation and keep the peace treaty intact.  This is 

especially true if the Gog and Magog War were to occur at the beginning of the Lesser Tribulation, 

and just after signing the peace treaty, as would be required to allow for the maximum amount of 

time for cleanup to occur.  It is more likely that the Gog and Magog War precedes the Tribulation 

Period and that the war, famine, and death described in the seal judgments (Revelation 6:3-8) are 

representative of other conflicts throughout the world.  Finally, given that the seven year period to 

burn the weapons from this war ends with the start of the Great Tribulation when the Israel needs 

to flee (Matthew 24:15-22) and an additional seven months is required to bury the dead and collect 

the weapons, the Gog and Magog War must start about four years before the start of the Tribulation 

Period. 

Rise of the Global Government 

Several prophecies in scripture assert that a global government will be established in the 

last days.  There are currently no preconditions that would preclude this government from 

developing, so while it could happen anywhere along this pre-tribulation timeline, the assumption 

is that it will occur in the wake of the Gog and Magog War.  According to scripture, this 

government will rise before the Antichrist (Daniel 7:24) and be a multinational alliance of ten 

nations (Daniel 2:33,41-43, 7:7,24; Revelation 13:1, 17:3).  Historically, multinational alliances 

have arisen after large conflicts.  For example, the League of Nations was formed after World War 

I and the United Nations and NATO were formed after World War II.  It would stand to reason, 

then, that this new alliance would be a result of the Gog and Magog War.  Scripture also indicates 
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that this alliance will have authority only for a short time before the Antichrist takes over 

(Revelation 17:12). 

There is evidence in scripture that indicates that this alliance reforms the old Roman 

Empire.  Figure 5 shows that Nebuchadnezzar’s dream (Daniel 2:31-45) and Daniel’s vision of the 

four beasts (Daniel 7:1-48) both represent the same kingdoms of the world but differ dramatically 

in their imagery based on how man views these kingdoms versus how God views them.  

Nebuchadnezzar saw an impressive statue that consisted of a head of gold, chest and arms of silver, 

a belly and thighs of bronze, legs of iron, and feet of iron mixed with clay.  These represent 

Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, Rome, and a yet-to-exist alliance of ten nations that consists of 

both weak and strong nations where “the peoples will mix with one another but will not hold 

together, just as iron does not mix with fired clay (Daniel 2:43, HCSB).”   

 

Figure 5: Comparison Between Daniel 2 and Daniel 7 

God, on the other hand, depicted horrible beasts that included a lion with eagle’s wings, a 

bear, a leopard with four wings of a bird, and one that was indescribable other than it had teeth of 

iron and ten horns.  The first three beasts correspond to the head of gold, the chest and arms of 

silver, and the belly and thighs of bronze from Nebuchadnezzar’s statue.  However, this last beast 

represents both the legs of iron and the feet mixed with iron and clay of Nebuchadnezzar’s statue, 

indicating that the Roman Empire will rise again as a ten-member alliance in the last days.     
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Additionally, Daniel states that three of the ten horns of the last beast in his vision (Daniel 

7:7-8) are plucked out.  Tsarfati (2018) also supports a reconstituted Roman empire by noting that: 

 Western Europe is the only area that has had ten tribes with three that no longer exist: the 

Visigoths (Spain), Anglo-Saxons (England), Franks (France), Alemanni (Germany), 

Burgundians (Switzerland), Lombards (Italy), Suevi (Portugal), Heruli (rooted up), 

Ostrogoths (rooted up) and Vandals (rooted up). 

Further corresponding scripture comes from the descriptions of the beast in the book of Revelation: 

I saw a beast coming up out of the sea. He had 10 horns and seven heads…The beast I saw 

was like a leopard, his feet were like a bear’s, and his mouth was like a lion’s mouth…One 

of his heads appeared to be fatally wounded, but his fatal wound was healed (Revelation 

13:1-3, HCSB). 

This description of the last kingdom of man shows that it will have aspects of all the previous 

kingdoms because it incorporates the leopard (Greece), bear (Medo-Persia), and lion (Babylon).  

Revelation 17:9-10 further identifies the seven heads as seven kings, which have been identified 

as the kingdoms that ruled over Israel.  Rhodes (2012) states that these kingdoms are Egypt, 

Assyria, Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, Rome, and the revived Roman Empire.  Since the heads 

represent kingdoms, the fact that “one of his heads appeared to be fatally wounded, but his fatal 

wound was healed (Revelation 13:3, HCSB)” provides additional evidence supporting the 

conclusion that the fourth beast in Daniel’s vision represents a revived Roman Empire. 

Given that this ten-member alliance will form from the old Roman Empire, it is possible 

that this alliance will be formed from the current European Union (EU) or be its successor.  The 

EU currently consists of 27 member states, of which some are strong, and some are weak.  

However, in its current form, it does not appear to be the final ruling empire as described in the 

Bible.  The EU could take a page from the United Nations (UN) and form a ruling council similar 
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to the UN Security Council in which there are five permanent members to form the ten-nation 

ruling alliance.  Salus (2020) notes that the Club of Rome published a report in 1974 entitled 

“Mankind at the Turning Point” that provided a listing of ten recommended governmental zones.  

These include: 

(1) Canada and the United States 

(2) The European Union 

(3) Japan, North and South Korea 

(4) Australia, New Zealand, and South Africa 

(5) Russia 

(6) Mexico, Central and South America 

(7) North Africa and the Middle East 

(8) Central Africa 

(9) India, Pakistan, and Southeast Asia 

(10) China and Central Asia. 

At this point in the timeline, this alliance does not have global control, but it is within this 

context that the Antichrist emerges (Daniel 7:24).  Scripture is clear that the Antichrist comes from 

this alliance, stating: “The people of the coming prince will destroy the city and the sanctuary 

(Daniel 9:26, HCSB).”  The Roman Empire destroyed the Temple in 70 AD, which means that the 

Antichrist must come from the reconstituted Roman Empire.  Another characteristic of the 

Antichrist may be that he is either a homosexual or is just celibate because scripture describes him 

as not being desired by women (Daniel 11:36-37).   

Shia Muslims believe that Muhammad al-Mahdi, also known as the twelfth Imam or simply 

the Mahdi, will emerge in the end times as Islam’s messianic figure that will unite the entire world 

under Islam and kill an antichrist-like figure, according to GotQuestions (“What is the Twelfth 
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Imam in Islamic eschatology?”, 2023).  GotQuestions (“Who is Al-Masih ad-Dajjal in Islamic 

eschatology?”, 2023) states that their antichrist, or false messiah, is Al-Mashi ad-Dajjal, noting 

that Masih is an Arabic title applied to Jesus and that Dajjal means ‘greatest lie’ or ‘most deceitful.’  

Therefore, the Islamic antichrist likely refers to the Jewish Messiah because the phrase Al-Masih 

ad-Dajjal literally means ‘the fraudulent Jesus’ or ‘the lying Messiah.’  Because Islam calls good 

evil and evil good (Isaiah 5:20), it is likely that the Antichrist will be Muslim and be identified as 

the Mahdi or twelfth Imam by the Muslim community.  This is also supported by the fact that there 

are several verses in the Quran that call for Muslims to kill all infidels, and specifically Jews and 

Christians (Quran 2:191; 3:28,85; 5:33; 8:12,60,65; 9:5,30,123; 22:19; 47:4).  Additionally, it is 

possible that the Antichrist is from Jewish descent and that he will come from the tribe of Dan 

because that tribe is not included in the 144,000 witnesses (Revelation 7:4-8).  Both religious 

aspects of his heritage would be beneficial for building the trust necessary to broker the peace 

treaty that allows the Temple to be rebuilt.   

One can only speculate as to how the Antichrist gains power within this alliance.  It could 

be purely political, or he could gain power by possessing new technological advances, such as 

artificial intelligence (AI), quantum computing, biomedical, nanotechnology, or other advances 

that either have significant military implications or drive humanity significantly closer to the 

singularity with technology (Toumey, 2016).  With the rise of the Antichrist, the Tribulation Period 

begins. 

Rise of the Harlot False Religion 

Revelation 17 shows that intertwined with the rise of the global government is the rise of 

the harlot false religion.  This is Satan’s counterfeit religious system, also known as the Whore of 

Babylon (Hosea 3:1-5; Zechariah 5:5-11) because of the spiritual fornication this religious system 

causes (Jeremiah 3:6-9; Isaiah 1:21), which started with Nimrod and the Tower of Babel (Genesis 
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11:1-9).  It is the adulterous religious system (Proverbs 5; Jeremiah 3:1-5) of the world and it is 

opposite to the Bride of Christ, which instead seeks a faithful relationship with God (Proverbs 31; 

2 Corinthians 11:2).  According to LaHaye (1999), three of the prophetic churches to which Jesus 

wrote letters in Revelation chapters 2 and 3 will continue through the Tribulation Period (see 

Figure 1).  These include Thyatira, Sardis, and Laodicea.  The whore is seen riding on a scarlet 

beast, meaning that it is riding on the popularity of the Antichrist.  This harlot religion most likely 

rises from the remnants of Christianity that was left behind as an amalgamation of these remaining 

churches.  John said that he was astonished when he saw this prostitute (Revelation 17:3-6).   

It is possible that John was astonished because he saw how pagan idols were adopted into 

Christianity.  This is prophetically represented in the letters to Pergamum (Revelation 2:12-17) 

and Thyatira (Revelation 2:18-29).  The church in Pergamum is where “Satan has his 

throne…[and] where Satan lives (Revelation 2:13, HCSB).”  The church in Thyatira tolerated “the 

woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess and teaches and deceives My slaves to commit 

sexual immorality and to eat meat sacrificed to idols (Revelation 2:20, HCSB).”  This indicates 

that the harlot church of the Tribulation Period will be deceived by supernatural visions of a 

prophetess that will become prevalent, which most likely causes the worship of a new incarnation 

of Asherah that plagued the ancient Jews during the time of the kings (cf. Deuteronomy 16:21-22; 

Judges 3:7; 1 Kings 14:15,22-23, 16:30-33; 2 Kings 17:7-17, 21:1-7; Jeremiah 17:1-3).  Some 

scholars believe this references the visions of Mary, such as the visions in Fatima, Portugal in 1917 

(“Are apparitions of Mary, such as Lady Fatima, true messages from God?”, 2020).  However, this 

figure will need more wide-ranging appeal to coalesce the remaining religions, including those 

represented by the three remaining churches through syncretism.  Whatever the form, these visions 

will preach a gospel that is at odds with the true gospel of Christ (cf. 2 Peter 3:3; Galatians 1:6-9; 
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1 Corinthians 15:1-4) and deceive people into believing in false doctrines that draw people away 

from a personal relationship with God.   

Location of Mystery Babylon 

There are several theories on where Mystery Babylon is located, however only two are 

compelling.  The first is that Mystery Babylon will be located in the historical city of Babylon, 

which is located in Shinar (Genesis 11:2) between the Tigris and Euphrates rivers in modern-day 

Iraq.  Woods (2021) lays out a compelling argument in favor of this theory with the primary 

evidence being that the historical Babylon is the city where mankind first began to worship himself 

in an organized manner and is the location of the origin of the mother-child cult, thus making it 

the ultimate source or mother of spiritual harlotry.  Figure 6 shows that this religion then spreads 

to other cultures throughout the world.   

 

Figure 6: Comparison of Mother-Child Cults (Woods, 2021) 

Woods (2021) notes that at the time that this Babylonian religion emerged, there was only one 

language in the world, which is why it spread so universally throughout the world after God 

confused their language and scattered them over the face of the earth (Genesis 11:1-9).  The genesis 
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of this mother-child cult centered around Nimrod’s (Genesis 10:8-11) wife Semiramis and her son 

Tammuz, who reportedly was killed by a wild animal and miraculously was restored to life.   

Woods (2021) continues the argument for Mystery Babylon being the historical city of 

Babylon by stating that the destruction of the ancient city by the Medo-Persian empire (Daniel 

5:31) in 540 BC does not match the cataclysmic language found in Isaiah or Jeremiah.  

Specifically, Woods (2021) notes: 

(1) Isaiah 13:6,9 uses “Day of the Lord,” which is typically used for end times. 

(2) Isaiah 13:10-13 predicts several cosmological disturbances that did not take place.  

These disturbances have more in common with Matthew 24:27-30. 

(3) Isaiah 13:11-12 indicates Babylon’s judgment will inflict punishment on the whole 

world (Matthew 24:21-22; Revelation 6:8, 9:15,18). 

(4) Isaiah 13:19 equates Babylon’s destruction with the destruction of Sodom and 

Gomorrah (Genesis 19:24-28). 

(5) Isaiah 13:20-22 predicts that Babylon will never be inhabited again. 

(6) Isaiah 14:1-4 predicts Israel’s spiritual restoration, which happens in the end times 

(Romans 11:26-27). 

(7) Isaiah 14:5-8 predicts that the world will enter a period of universal peace, which 

would not occur until the Millennial Reign of Christ. 

(8) Jeremiah 50:3 predicts an enemy from the north would destroy Babylon, but the 

Persians came from the east. 

(9) Jeremiah 51:8 predicts Babylon would be destroyed suddenly, but history shows 

that Babylon has decayed gradually. 
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(10) Jeremiah 50:3,13,26,39-40, 51:29,43,62 predicts that Babylon would be completely 

and permanently destroyed, but Daniel served in Babylon after the fall for many 

years (Daniel 5:30, 6:1-3). 

(11) Jeremiah 51:26 predicts Babylon’s destruction would be so catastrophic that even 

her building materials would never be used again. 

(12) Jeremiah 50:8, 51:6,45 predicts that believers would flee Babylon upon her 

destruction, but the Jews did not flee after the fall (Daniel 5:28,30-31, 6:1-3). 

(13) Jeremiah 50:2,4-5,20, 51:50 predicts that the reuniting and national repentance of 

Israel would follow Babylon’s fall, which did not occur. 

In addition, Woods (2021) notes several similarities between the descriptions of Babylon in 

Jeremiah and Revelation as shown in Figure 7.   

 

Figure 7: The Description of Babylon vs. Mystery Babylon (Woods, 2021) 

Woods (2021) further cites Zechariah 5:5-11 and the similarities of these verses to those in 

Revelation, shown in Figure 8, as further evidence for Mystery Babylon being located in the 

historical city.  Woods (2021) also states that the lid being pushed down on the woman in 

Zechariah’s vision signifies that God is in control and will release her on His timetable (2 
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Thessalonians 2:6-7).  Woods (2021) also states that this vision teaches that wickedness, 

commerce, and religion will once again return to the land of Babylon. 

 

Figure 8: Description of the Woman in Zechariah and Revelation (Woods, 2021) 

Woods (2021) completes the argument by stating that “Satan’s capacity to lead humanity 

away from the truth is enhanced if only one government exists and this single government happens 

to fall into the hands of anti-God forces.  No opposition to an anti-God agenda is even possible 

under this scenario.”  This appears to be a frightening and accurate portrayal of the harlot religion 

and one world government that will emerge during the Tribulation Period.  Therefore, according 

to Woods (2021), “ever since the Tower of Babel incident, God has decreed that humanity be 

ordered according to national boundaries, rather than global government (Deuteronomy 32:8; 

Isaiah 2:4, 66:18; Acts 17:26; Revelation 12:5, 20:3, 21:24,26).”  As the world enters the 

Tribulation Period and God’s hedge of protection is removed, these national boundaries will be 

stripped away to enable this demonic symbiosis to occur, thus leading Woods (2021) to conclude 

that only this city and system could constitute the mother or source of all harlotry with its 

headquarters located in Shinar (i.e., historical Babylon).   

The second theory asserts that Mystery Babylon represents pagan Rome.  This is because 

Babylon is held guilty of killing all the martyrs who have been slain on earth (Revelation 18:24) 

and because the saints, apostles, and prophets rejoice when God executes judgment on her 

(Revelation 18:20).  Mecca or the actual city of Babylon would not fit because no apostle was 
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martyred in these cities.  However, Peter, Paul, and possibly Andrew were all martyred near Rome.  

Pergamum was the seat of the government for the Roman empire as it began its decline and began 

to embrace Christianity as the state religion, so Satan’s throne would have moved to Rome with 

the government as the empire amalgamated into Papal Rome as described in the letter to Thyatira 

(Salus, 2020).  This indicates that the center of Babylonian commerce is centered in Rome.  Also, 

Revelation 17:9 states that the beast upon which this harlot rides has seven heads, and these are 

representative of seven hills or mountains.  Rome is known as the city of seven hills, indicating 

that this references Rome.  Additionally, Revelation 17:18 states that “the woman you saw is the 

great city that has an empire over the kings of the earth.”  Because of the use of present tense (is 

the great city), Babylon must be a great city in John’s time that has a vast empire.  Rome is the 

only city of that time period that fits this description.  Finally, Babylon was a common reference 

to Rome in John’s day. 

Last, John sees “that the woman was drunk on the blood of the saints and on the blood of 

the witnesses to Jesus (Revelation 17:6, HCSB).”  This indicates that the harlot religion will have 

persecuted the church-age saints as well as those that come to Christ in the post-rapture time 

period, persecuting anyone that holds views that are heretical to their dogma.  While many 

religions have persecuted Christians in the church age, Salus (2018) notes that Papal Rome 

famously persecuted Christians during the Spanish Inquisition.  The persecution of the witnesses 

to Jesus after the church age will be rampant because the harlot church will be emboldened due to 

the rapture, arguing that the wicked were removed by God, leaving the true church whose mission 

it is to shepherd the soles of those remaining (cf. Proverbs 10:30; Psalm 37:10-11).  Therefore, the 

leaders of the harlot church will not likely feel the need, nor consider it wise, to be religiously 

tolerant.  This will necessarily include secular or commercial persecution as well.  Satan will 

bolster this view and further deceive the population through the visions of the prophetess. 
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It would seem fitting that things would come full circle with Mystery Babylon being the 

historical city of Babylon since it was the birthplace or mother of all harlotry.  However, both 

theories are compelling.  Woods (2021) believes that both religious and commercial aspects of 

Mystery Babylon are centered in the historical city of Babylon based on the similarities in the 

language between chapters 17 and 18, as shown in Figure 9, and that these chapters extend the 

seventh bowl judgment.  Additionally, Woods (2021) notes that Revelation 14:8 and 19:2-3 

announce the singular destruction of Babylon, while drawing on the imagery from both Revelation 

chapters 17 and 18, including the prostitute (Revelation 19:2; 17:1), the fall and the name of the 

city (Revelation 14:8; 17:5-6; 18:2), immorality (Revelation 14:8; 17:2; 18:3), and destruction by 

fire (Revelation 19:3; 18:9,18). 

 

Figure 9: Description of Religious and Commercial Babylon (Woods, 2021) 

However, it may still be possible that they are separated.  The timeline for the fall of the 

harlot religion appears to occur at the midpoint of the Tribulation Period when the Antichrist 

removes all other religious systems and forces everyone to worship him (Revelation 13:11-18), 

not at the end as Woods (2021) suggests, while the commercial destruction of Babylon appears to 

occur at the end of the Great Tribulation as part of the seventh bowl judgment as Woods (2021) 

stated.  Therefore, when incorporating the timeline with the imagery of the utter destruction of the 
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city, it is apparent that such destruction could not happen twice, meaning that the religious center 

and commercial center would have to be located in two separate cities.   

Also, Zechariah’s vision of the Four Chariots (Zechariah 6:1-8) states that the chariot 

pulled by the white horses goes toward the west (Zechariah 6:6, NIV).  These white horses are the 

same as the white horse depicted in the first seal judgment (Revelation 6:1-2) and is representative 

of the Antichrist.  This may mean that the Antichrist initially has his seat of power in Iraq, 

supporting Woods (2021) assertion that both the religious and commercial centers of power will 

be located in historic Babylon, but then moves the commercial seat of power to Rome in the west 

when the religious seat in historic Babylon is destroyed.  Therefore, while the similarities in the 

descriptions of both commercial and religious Babylon are striking, it is possible that the city of 

Babylon in Iraq could be the headquarters for the Babylonian religion and Rome could ultimately 

be the headquarters for Babylonian commerce and government.  This aligns with the most 

compelling aspects for each theory because there is a more compelling religious case for the city 

of Babylon and a more compelling commercial and governmental case for Rome.  

The Lesser Tribulation (1st 3½ Years) 

After describing the “birth pains” in the Olivet Discourse (Matthew 24:4-8), Jesus 

continues His discourse with a description of events during the first half of the seven-year 

Tribulation Period.  Here Jesus notes that people will be persecuted and killed for their faith 

(Matthew 24:10).  Also, many people will turn away from faith, be deceived by false prophets, 

will betray and hate each other, and because of this, love will grow cold (Matthew 24:10-14).  The 

Lesser Tribulation can be broken down into two phases, consisting of the seal judgments and the 

trumpet judgments.  This section of the Olivet Discourse appears to describe the effects seen in 

the seal judgments.   
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The Sacrificial System and the Two Witnesses 

The Antichrist will rise from the sea (Revelation 13:1) of humanity prior to the Lesser 

Tribulation, but he will not be identified until he establishes a covenant with the Jews to allow 

them to resume sacrifices in a newly built Temple.  The process of establishing this covenant may 

take a significant portion of the roughly four-year period between the end of the Gog and Magog 

War and the start of the Lesser Tribulation.  Isaiah 28:15 states that Israel signs onto this covenant 

to avoid an “overwhelming scourge.”  With the rise of wars and religious persecution described in 

the seal judgments, it appears that the Antichrist promises to allow Israel to build their Temple 

unhindered by establishing this agreement with him, the harlot religion (Revelation 17:3-6), and 

his newly formed Roman alliance.  One way this might occur is if the Temple can be built on the 

Temple Mount alongside the Dome of the Rock.  This would fit scripture’s admonition to exclude 

the outer courts from measurement because it had been given to the Gentiles (Revelation 11:2). 

The Temple will be completed when the Lesser Tribulation begins, and with that, the 

sacrificial system will now be able to resume for the first time since the last Temple was destroyed 

in 70 AD by the Romans.  The nations, or Gentiles, will have secular control over Jerusalem, but 

the Jews will control the Temple and be able to worship there for 42 months (Revelation 11:1-2).  

Also, during this time, God empowers two witnesses, as required by Mosaic Law to confirm 

testimony (cf. Deuteronomy 17:6; John 8:17; Hebrews 10:28), to prophesy for 1,260 days from 

the city of Jerusalem (Revelation 11:3).   

These two witnesses cannot be killed, nor can their voices be silenced.  Bell (“The Two 

Witnesses”, 2023) states that they are dressed in sackcloth to “show a deep remorse over the 

condition of man’s heart, and their message will tell unrepentant man why God has brought His 

wrath upon them.”  They will likely speak of how mankind is being deceived and who is deceiving 

them.  According to Bell (“The Two Witnesses”, 2023), “they will point out mankind’s rebellious 
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sinful ways, their eternal fate in the lake of fire if they refuse to repent, their need for repentance, 

and their need to believe upon Jesus to be saved.”  

To further punctuate their message, God gives these two witnesses the ability to prevent it 

from raining during their time of prophecy, turn water into blood, strike the earth with plagues 

whenever and as often as they like, and kill anyone that attempts to harm them by consuming with 

fire that comes from their mouths (Revelation 11:3-6).  Unfortunately, Bell (“The Two Witnesses”, 

2023) concludes that “despite God’s clear message to them, many, if not most, will refuse to turn 

from their sinful ways because their love for the darkness”, leading them to eternal damnation.  

Both the resumption of the sacrificial system and the testimony of the two witnesses coincide with 

the three-and-a-half-year Lesser Tribulation. 

Many scholars believe that these two witnesses are Moses (Exodus 7-11) and Elijah (1 

Kings 17) because the powers given to these witnesses closely mirror those given to both men 

(James 5:17) and because they were both with Jesus on the mount of transfiguration (Matthew 

17:1–8; Mark 9:2–8; Luke 9:28–36; John 1:14).  Additionally, God promises to raise up a prophet 

like Moses (Deuteronomy 18:15,18) and says: “I am going to send you Elijah the prophet before 

the great and awesome Day of the Lord comes (Malachi 4:5, HCSB).”  Other scholars believe that 

it is Enoch with Elijah, not Moses, because they are the only two known individuals that have been 

taken to heaven directly without experiencing death (Genesis 5:24; 2 Kings 2:11; Hebrews 11:5).  

Scripture states that “it is appointed for people to die once—and after this, judgment (Hebrews 

9:27, HCSB)” and that a second death is only reserved for those unbelievers destined for the lake 

of fire (Revelation 21:8).  GotQuestions (“Who are the two witnesses in the book of Revelation?”, 

2020) also states that a third possibility is that these two witnesses are not famous historical figures, 

but ordinary believers because of the lack of specificity in Revelation 11, but this seems unlikely.   
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The Seal Judgments 

The Tribulation Period begins with Jesus breaking the seals on a scroll that He receives 

from “the One seated on the throne (Revelation 5:7, HCSB).”  This is the same scroll that is 

described by Ezekiel that “was written on the front and back; words of lamentation, mourning, and 

woe were written on it (Ezekiel 2:10, HCSB).”  Bell (“The Scroll”", 2023) notes that this scroll 

not only contains God’s final plan of judgment and redemption, but also contains the title deed of 

creation that establishes God’s rightful ownership.  Bell (“The Scroll”", 2023) also states that 

God’s redemptive plan must be done in a way that prevents Satan from having any kind of legal 

authority to keep his control over the world (1 John 5:19; 2 Corinthians 4:4) and that Satan never 

did have rightful ownership, but instead he stole it when he deceived Adam and Eve into believing 

him over their Creator, thus bringing sin and his evil control into the world.  Bell (“The Scroll”", 

2023) concludes that: 

To be worthy to take the scroll from God’s right hand, one must have the authority, honor, 

status, and power to fulfill what is written within.  The only one worthy to take it from 

God’s right hand is His Son, Jesus Christ.  He is the only one who can redeem or 

emancipate the world from the usurper, Satan, along with the rulers, authorities, the powers 

of this dark world, and the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms who have 

collaborated with him to usurp God’s will from the time of Adam and Eve’s fall…The only 

way for Satan to be defeated was for God the Son to come as a Warrior, a King, and a 

Sacrificial Lamb who by His willing sacrifice, defeated sin and death so that he could 

reclaim His legal right to rule the world in perfect righteousness. 

According to Bell (“Worship Before the Throne”, 2023), the four living creatures that 

surround God’s throne (Revelation 4:6-8) and “who are worshipping God before His throne play 

a significant role in the events that unfold during the tribulation period.  They represent the 



CHRIST’S IMMINENT RETURN 49 

heavenly forces that God will use to unleash His wrath against all godlessness.”  Bell (“Worship 

Before the Throne”, 2023) notes that this is necessary before a new heaven and earth can be created 

to ensure that our eternal home will be safe from the evil that prevails today.  Bell (“Worship 

Before the Throne”, 2023) also states that each of these living creatures:  

represents different aspects of God’s character.  They are covered with eyes front and back, 

signifying God’s all seeing, all knowing, and omnipresent existence.  The one that looks 

like a lion represents God’s majesty and omnipotence.  The one that looks like an ox 

represents God’s service and continuous labor toward fulfilling His will.  The one that has 

a face like a man represents God’s intelligence and reason.  The one who looks like an 

eagle represents His sovereignty and supremacy. 

These four living creatures introduce the first four seal judgments which are depicted as different 

colored horses with riders.  These are the same horses as seen in Zechariah’s prophecies of the 

Man Among the Myrtle Trees (Zechariah 1:7-17) and the Four Chariots (Zechariah 6:1-8).     

When Jesus breaks the first seal (Revelation 6:1-2), the restrainer (2 Thessalonians 2:6-7) 

is removed and sin or rebellion against God’s word is unleashed on the world.  This is embodied 

in the man of lawlessness (2 Thessalonians 2:3,8-10) or the Antichrist.  According to scripture, 

this judgment brings forth the Antichrist, who is represented as the rider on a white horse and with 

a bow, but no arrows.  Therefore, the Antichrist will have victory through diplomacy as the 

emerging leader of the newly formed ten-nation Roman alliance (Daniel 7:24).  Daniel 9:27 states 

that the Antichrist will establish a covenant with Israel for seven years, which marks the beginning 

of the Lesser Tribulation.  This judgment is introduced by the first living creature, which is likely 

the one that looks like a lion.  Because the Antichrist considers himself a king and wants to usurp 

God’s majesty and declare himself omnipotent, it is fitting that the living creature that represents 

these aspects of God’s character would introduce this judgment.   
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The next three seal judgments round out the four horsemen of the apocalypse and include 

a rider on a red horse (Revelation 6:3-4), a rider on a black horse (Revelation 6:5-6), and a rider 

on a pale horse (Revelation 6:7-8).  These judgments represent war, famine, and death, 

respectively, which are the natural results from embracing sin and rejecting God’s word.  As with 

the first seal judgment, these three judgments are also introduced by one of the four living creatures 

from God’s throne room.  It is likely that the second seal judgment is introduced by the living 

creature that looks like an ox because the judgment for man’s defiance against God’s will and the 

failure to serve others is the elimination of peace.  The third seal judgment is likely introduced by 

the living creature that has the face of a man because the judgment for man’s attempts to interject 

his own will, intelligence, and reasoning, rather than relying on God’s, is to reap the unintended 

consequences of his actions.  The living creature that looks like an eagle likely introduces the 

fourth seal judgment because the judgment for man’s rejection of God and claiming sovereignty 

and supremacy over the world is not only physical death, but spiritual death as well. 

Given the nature of these judgments, they most likely occur in quick succession of each 

other.  Since the Antichrist has made a peace agreement with Israel, which started the Lesser 

Tribulation, these judgments are most likely centered on the Gentiles rather than specifically on 

the Jews, but many Jews will most likely also be affected.  These judgments also likely occur very 

early in the Lesser Tribulation because the remaining seal judgments as well as the trumpet 

judgments must also occur within the first half of the seven-year Tribulation Period.   

During this period, people will slaughter one another (Revelation 6:4), food will become 

scarce (Revelation 6:6), and those that are not outright killed by war or starvation, are subjected to 

plagues and attacks by wild animals (Revelation 6:8).  The plagues may simply be the natural 

result of the devastating effects of war.  The elimination of modern society’s power and sanitation 

as well as the death of many natural predators could lead to an explosion in the rat population, 
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which would rapidly spread disease such as Bubonic Plague.  Another natural possibility is that 

there could be outbreaks of more exotic pathogens, such as Ebola.  One final possibility is that 

these plagues could be the result of one or more combatants in the war releasing a highly virulent 

man-made bioweapon.  Also, with the elimination of manufacturing and supply chains, the 

availability of antibiotics or other treatments to combat disease would also be significantly 

reduced, if not completely eliminated. 

Through these judgments, Death and Hades will have authority to kill a quarter of the 

earth’s population (Revelation 6:8).  Death and Hades appear to be references to the world 

government and harlot religion as physical death and spiritual death respectively.  Additionally, 

scripture states that the “horseman on it was named Death, and Hades was following after him 

(Revelation 6:8, HCSB).” Since Hades is the destination for those that do not believe in Christ, 

which is not the case for believers, it is likely that this judgment targets unbelievers.  While 

believers will be impacted by the overall misery caused by war, famine, pestilence, and death, 

those that die from these judgements will be unbelievers. 

It will be with the opening of the fourth seal judgment that the Antichrist will, through 

diplomacy, become the leader of the ten-member Roman alliance that forms the world government 

and turning it and the harlot world religion into the instruments of death described in Revelation 

6:8.  The global religious war and the resulting famine and disease represented by the second 

through fourth seal judgments will most likely be the process by which this is accomplished.  The 

Antichrist will use the chaos and misery as the argument for the necessity of a world government 

and single religion in the name of peace and unity.  Additionally, as the Antichrist increases his 

grip on the world, nothing will be allowed that would question the authority, credibility, or 

effectiveness of him, his government, or his religion.  Therefore, as with all totalitarian regimes, 
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massive disinformation campaigns will be used to hide the truth his culpability in the devastating 

effects of these judgments, even if the result is more death, destruction, and misery. 

It could be that much of this conflict includes increased religious persecution.  There will 

be many that did not truly have faith in Christ prior to the rapture but have since become believers.  

These new Christians will be persecuted and martyred by followers of the harlot religion, which 

not only has tacit approval by the world government, but may also be provided the legal legitimacy 

necessary by sentencing capital punishment through the court system.  The opening of the fifth 

seal judgment (Revelation 6:9-11) shows a scene in the spiritual realm where the people who were 

“slaughtered because of God’s word and the testimony they had (Revelation 6:9, HCSB)” cry out 

for justice.  Unfortunately, more are yet to be martyred during the Tribulation Period as people 

come to know Christ and turn to Him for salvation (Matthew 24:9), so they must wait a little longer 

for justice to be meted out (Romans 12:19).   

When the sixth seal is opened, the physical realm is rocked with a massive earthquake that 

is so devastating that “every mountain and island was moved from its place (Revelation 6:14, 

HCSB).”  Additionally, there are unusual astronomical events that occur, which could be the 

results of this earthquake.  This earthquake could trigger large volcanic eruptions that cause “the 

sun [to be] turned black like sackcloth made of goat hair [and] the entire moon [to] become like 

blood (Revelation 6:12, HCSB)” due to the ash ejected into the atmosphere.  Additionally, “the 

stars of heaven [falling] to the earth as a fig tree drops its unripe figs when shaken by a high wind 

(Revelation 6:13, HCSB)” could also be the result of lava bombs that are ejected high into the 

atmosphere, possibly even into space, which then fall back to earth and add to the devastation.  

Scripture indicates that people realize that God is judging them because they “said to the mountains 

and to the rocks, ‘Fall on us and hide us from the face of the One seated on the throne and from 
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the wrath of the Lamb, because the great day of Their wrath has come! And who is able to stand?’ 

(Revelation 6:16-17).”   

The 144,000 Jewish Witnesses 

Before the seventh seal can be opened, the remnant of Israel needs to be sealed from harm 

from both divine judgments and from the wrath of the Antichrist.  According to scripture, this 

occurs after the sixth seal is opened, but before the four angels that stand at the four corners of the 

earth, and who are restraining the four winds of the earth, are allowed to harm the earth, the sea, 

or the trees with the upcoming Trumpet Judgments (Revelation 7:1-3).  Unfortunately, as Bell 

(“God’s Unbreakable Seal”, 2023) states: 

The Lord must put Israel through one last trial of unprecedented cataclysmic proportions 

to finally bring the Jews to fully put their trust in Him.  Throughout that time, He will give 

them every opportunity to hear and believe the gospel.  God’s chief evangelists will be the 

144,000 Jews He has called for that very purpose.  They represent God’s covenant 

faithfulness toward Israel. 

These evangelists are specially sealed by God for their protection from the wrath of Satan as he 

works his evil through the demons, the Antichrist, and the False Prophet. 

This group of evangelists consists of twelve thousand men from each of the twelve tribes 

of Israel (Judah, Reuben, Gad, Asher, Naphtali, Manasseh, Simeon, Levi, Issachar, Zebulun, 

Joseph, and Benjamin) and total 144,000 people (Revelation 7:4-8).  Through God’s grace, they 

will all be unmarried and celibate (i.e., virgins) to spare them from losing wives and children due 

to Satan’s wrath (Jeremiah 16:1-4) and to ensure that they do not have divided loyalties between 

protecting their family and doing what is necessary to witness for God.  These will be the first 

fruits (Revelation 14:4) of Israel that will repent and accept Jesus as their Messiah (cf. Zechariah 

12:10; Romans 11:26-27).  They have been coming to Christ ever since the Rapture.  They do not 
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all come to salvation en masse.  Each will come to salvation on their own timetable.  They will 

accept Christ as their savior either through their own studies of scripture, the testimony of the Two 

Witnesses, or through the teaching and witnessing of others from this group until their full number 

exists.  This group may be fully formed by the start of the Tribulation Period, but must be formed 

by no later than the end of the Seal Judgments when they are sealed against the upcoming Trumpet 

Judgments.   

A great multitude that cannot be counted will be saved during the Tribulation Period 

through the ministry of these 144,000 witnesses (Revelation 7:9-17).  From the beginning of their 

salvation and until their martyrdom, they will serve the Lord with purity, integrity, and complete 

devotion as living examples of what it means to put into practice Paul’s words to the Galatians: “I 

have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in 

the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me (Galatians 2:20, 

NIV).” 

The Trumpet Judgments 

The opening of the seventh seal introduces the trumpet judgments (Revelation 8:1-5).  

There is no timing associated with this, however based on the length of time needed to complete 

the fifth and sixth trumpet judgments, it seems reasonable that this could occur somewhere around 

16 months into the Lesser Tribulation.  The magnitude of this judgment is seen by silence in heaven 

for about a half an hour as all stand in awe of what is about to take place (Zephaniah 1:7; Revelation 

8:1).  When the censer full of the prayers of God’s people is hurled to the earth, “there were 

rumblings of thunder, flashes of lightning, and an earthquake (Revelation 8:5, HCSB).”  This 

begins the trumpet judgments. 

This second phase of the Lesser Tribulation opens with a series of environmental disasters 

as described in Joel 2:30-32.  The sounding of the first trumpet judgment causes a third of the 
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earth, a third of the trees, and all the green grass to be burned up by a storm of hail and fire, mixed 

with blood (Revelation 8:7).  This could be a reference to an eruption of a super volcano, such as 

the one at Yellowstone National Park.  This could also be a swarm of meteorites, possibly created 

by a failed attempt to deflect or destroy an asteroid, that strikes the earth.   

The sounding of the second trumpet judgment heralds what appears to be either an asteroid 

strike in the ocean or a violent eruption of an island volcano that obliterates the island when 

“something like a great mountain ablaze with fire was hurled into the sea (Revelation 8:8, HCSB),” 

which causes a third of the sea to become blood, a third of the creatures in the sea to die, and a 

third of the ships to be destroyed (Revelation 8:9).  The sounding of the third trumpet judgment 

announces the Wormwood meteorite, which could be a “rubble pile” type asteroid that breaks up 

upon entry, resulting in multiple air-burst impacts that causes a third of the rivers and springs to 

become bitter and poisonous (Revelation 8:10-11).  It is possible that if the first two trumpet 

judgments are both asteroid strikes, they could be a result of Wormwood dislodging them from the 

asteroid belt as it heads toward earth.  The sounding of the fourth trumpet heralds a calamity that 

causes a third of the sun, the moon, and the stars to become darkened (Revelation 8:12).  This 

could be the result of atmospheric changes caused by the first three trumpets.  The final three 

trumpet judgments, also known as the three woes (Revelation 8:13), take place during the last 

eighteen months of the Lesser Tribulation.   

The Three Woes 

With the sounding of the fifth trumpet judgment, John sees “a star that had fallen from 

heaven to earth.  The key to the shaft of the Abyss was given to him (Revelation 9:1, HCSB).”  

This falling star is Satan, and this event marks the beginning of the war in heaven (Revelation 

12:7-9).  During this war, both Satan and his demons are cast out of heaven and Michael and his 

angels fight against them, permanently banishing them from heaven.  Had this been an angel, John 
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would have recognized him as such.  Also, the description of a falling star matches other scriptural 

references to Satan being cast out of heaven (Isaiah 14:12-15; Ezekiel 28:12-17; Luke 10:18).  As 

part of this heavenly battle, Satan turns his wrath on humanity (Revelation 12:10-12).  These woes 

are an earthly component of this spiritual war that God allows to bring people to repentance. 

Satan is permitted to open the Abyss, which releases smoke that darkens the sun and air as 

well as a host of locusts that stings anyone that does not have God’s seal on their foreheads.  John’s 

description of these demons is horrific: 

The appearance of the locusts was like horses equipped for battle. Something like gold 

crowns was on their heads; their faces were like men’s faces; they had hair like women’s 

hair; their teeth were like lions’ teeth; they had chests like iron breastplates; the sound of 

their wings was like the sound of chariots with many horses rushing into battle; and they 

had tails with stingers like scorpions, so that with their tails they had the power to harm 

people for five months (Revelation 9:7-10, HCSB).   

People are tormented for five months and while the stings are so painful that people seek death, 

death will not come (Revelation 9:1-12).  This torment is designed to draw people to salvation.  

Preventing death as a quick escape prevents people from making a rash decision in the moment 

that has eternal consequences. 

At the sound of the sixth trumpet judgment, John heard a voice from the four horns of the 

golden alter before God tell the sixth angel who had to the trumpet to release the four demons that 

were bound at the Euphrates River.  This will release an army of 200 million demonic mounted 

troops to kill one third of humanity (Revelation 9:13-19; Joel 2:1-11).  John’s description of this 

demon horde is as frightening as that of the locusts from the last judgment: “The horsemen had 

breastplates that were fiery red, hyacinth blue, and sulfur yellow. The heads of the horses were 

like lions’ heads, and from their mouths came fire, smoke, and sulfur (Revelation 9:17, HCSB).”  
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Despite this devastating judgment, scripture states that those that are not killed will refuse to 

repent, continue to worship idols and demons, and continue in their murderous, debauched ways 

(Revelation 9:20-21). 

While God’s purpose in allowing for this tremendous suffering at the hands of these 

demons is to get man to hate evil, repent of their godless ways, and to turn to Him for forgiveness 

and salvation, scripture states that man’s heart is “heart is more deceitful than anything else, and 

incurable (Jeremiah 17:9, HCSB).”  This shows that those who are made in the image of God are 

not victims of their sin nature or Satan’s influence.  Instead, their refusal to repent is a choice and 

the consequence of that choice, which is that they will not inherit the kingdom of God (Galatians 

5:19-21), is on them and them alone. 

According to scripture, “the four angels who were prepared for the hour, day, month, and 

year were released to kill a third of the human race (Revelation 9:15, HCSB).”  LaHaye & Parker 

(2014) state that the hour, day, month, and year represent a 13-month period in which this judgment 

takes place.  Between this judgment and the first four seal judgments, fully one half of the human 

population will be killed.  With a current world population estimated to be 7.8 billion people, this 

represents the deaths of 3.9 billion people.   

Bell (“Apollyon / Destroyer”, 2023) notes that the description of these demonic forces 

provides several insights into their character:   

(1) That they are like horses coming out for battle indicates that they are warlike, powerful, 

and defiant.   

(2) They wear something like crowns, indicating that they are invincible, unstoppable, and 

all conquering. 

(3) That they have teeth like a lion means that they are fierce, powerful, and merciless.   

(4) Their breastplates like iron means that they are immune to destruction.   
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(5) Having stingers like scorpions indicates that they will inflict great pain and sorrow with 

their poison.   

(6) Their wings that sound like chariots with many horses shows their great speed and 

maneuverability such that it is impossible to evade their attack and that there is nowhere 

to run or hide from them.   

(7) They have faces like human faces, meaning that they are highly intelligent and 

organized forces of evil.   

(8) They have hair like women’s hair, which indicates that they are alluring and have 

masked their true evil intentions with false beauty.   

Bell (“Apollyon / Destroyer”, 2023) concludes that “the entire desire the fallen angels is to 

torture and kill all who are made in the image of God.”  God’s desire in allowing this is to bring 

those in rebellion against Him to repentance.  The sad reality is that, according to Bell (“Apollyon 

/ Destroyer”, 2023), depraved humanity is so ensnared and deceived that they fail to realize this 

truth, harden their hearts toward God, and rush after sin recklessly. 

Some scholars contend that because of Satan’s deception, these demons will all appear to 

be explainable as natural or non-spiritual forces, rather than being readily identifiable as demonic 

forces that point to the reality that these are judgments from God.  Some believe that if these 

demons are seen just as John described, that they will be identified as aliens.  However, it is unclear 

how and why this alien invasion ends, making this interpretation problematic.  Others believe that 

these demons are not visible to humanity and instead possess humans, making John’s description 

of them symbolic rather than literal.  Therefore, they believe that John saw a global war that 

included elements of modern warfare, such as tanks and helicopters that he could not describe.   

In this scenario, the opening of the Abyss with the fifth trumpet judgment may be seen as 

the detonation of a nuclear device because “smoke came up out of the shaft like smoke from a 
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great furnace so that the sun and the air were darkened by the smoke from the shaft (Revelation 

9:2, HCSB).”  Also, the locusts described in the fifth trumpet judgment could be helicopters flown 

by demon-possessed pilots or drones that are controlled by Artificial Intelligence (AI). As shown 

in Figure 10, the AH-64 Apache attack helicopter could visually and audibly fit John’s description 

of these demons.  Also, as seen in Figure 10, the horses described in the sixth trumpet judgment 

could be tanks, such as the M1A2 Abrams main battle tank, which again may be operated by 

demon-possessed soldiers.  Firing the main gun on a tank would fit John’s description.  With 

modern warfare, air assaults precede ground assaults, which is why the locusts proceed the cavalry 

in the fifth and sixth trumpet judgments. 

 

Figure 10: Possible Manifestations of the Fifth and Sixth Trumpet Judgments 

The most likely scenario is that people will know what these demons really are, and they 

will be seen exactly as John described.  People will be given a glimpse into the spiritual war that 

is raging so that they can make an informed decision whether to embrace light or darkness.  This 

is God’s last plea for repentance, and seeing true demonic activity will ensure that they have no 

excuses if they reject God.  While God will always accept those that repent, it is likely that few 

will do so going forward because their hearts will be hardened toward God.   

The Little Scroll 

During this second woe, a mighty angel reads a little scroll and the seven thunders speak, 

but the details of this are hidden (Revelation 10).  Many believe that this scroll is the same scroll 
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that Ezekiel saw (Ezekiel 2:8-3:3).  Both John and Ezekiel were told to eat the scroll, and in both 

cases, it tasted as sweet as honey.  Ezekiel also said that the scroll contained words of lamentation, 

mourning, and woe (Ezekiel 2:10).  Many scholars believe, then, that this scroll describes the 

judgments of the Great Tribulation that are about to take place.  Both John and Ezekiel were given 

special insight into the mystery of God concerning the end times and ingested God’s truth 

concerning the fate of mankind (Revelation 10:6-7).  Bell (“The Little Scroll”, 2023) states that 

while the knowledge that justice will finally prevail and that evil will finally be eradicated from 

God’s creation is sweet (Psalm 19:9-10, 119:103), the realization of the price that mankind will 

pay for their refusal to repent and be saved is bitter (Amos 5:18-20). 

Some scholars believe that this mighty angel is an appearance of Jesus.  John describes this 

angel as being surrounded by a cloud, with a rainbow over his head, his face like the sun, and his 

legs like fiery pillars (Revelation 10:1).  While the description of this angel is awe inspiring, it 

lacks the usual references that identify an appearance of Jesus, such as “One like the Son of Man 

(Revelation 1:12, HCSB).”  Additionally, John states that this angel “swore an oath by the One 

who lives forever and ever (Revelation 10:6, HCSB).”  This also points to the conclusion that this 

angel is not Christ. 

John saw that this angel “put his right foot on the sea, his left on the land, and he cried out 

with a loud voice like a roaring lion. (Revelation 10:2-3, HCSB).”  This speaks to God’s sovereign 

control over the fulfillment of His prophetic Word such that not one thing occurs outside of His 

sovereign will.  Satan and his unbound demons are given free will to do as they please, but only 

under the sovereign control of God.   

Finally, John states that when the angel cried out, “the seven thunders spoke with their 

voices (Revelation 10:3, HCSB).”  The seven thunders could be a reference to pronouncements by 

the seven angels that will bring forth the bowl judgments coming in the Great Tribulation and the 
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horrific details of these judgments.  However, John is told not to record what he heard by the seven 

thunders (Revelation 10:4).  This is to remain a mystery until the appropriate time (Deuteronomy 

29:29).  What is understood, though, is that there is a designated time at which rebellion and 

wickedness will be handled without further delay and it will be an abrupt and tragic awakening for 

those who refuse to repent. 

The Martyrdom of the Two Witnesses 

The second woe ends with the martyrdom, resurrection, and rapture of the two witnesses.  

There are two possibilities for the two witnesses’ killer, who is identified as a beast that comes out 

of the Abyss (Revelation 11:7).  The first is Abaddon (in Hebrew) or Apollyon (in Greek) because 

he is described as the king of the demons within the Abyss that emerged as part of the first woe 

(Revelation 9:11).  The second is the Antichrist because he is described as “the beast, which you 

saw, once was, now is not, and yet will come up out of the Abyss and go to its destruction 

(Revelation 17:8, HCSB).”  Also, if the Antichrist is the two witnesses’ killer, then his resurrection 

would occur after he martyred them and during the upcoming spiritual war. 

After the two witnesses are killed, the people will not allow them to be buried and their 

bodies will lie in the public square for everyone to see (Revelation 11:8-9).  They are killed because 

they prophesied the seal and trumpet judgments.  They are made to be the scapegoats and seen as 

the cause of those judgments.  For the next three-and-a-half days, all the people of the world will 

see them lying dead in the street and they will celebrate by giving each other gifts like it were 

Christmas (Revelation 11:9-10).  Next, they will be resurrected, and unlike the rapture, everyone 

will see them taken up to heaven (Revelation 11:11-12).  At this time there will be a violent 

earthquake that destroys a tenth of Jerusalem, kills 7,000 people, and those that survive will give 

glory to God (Revelation 11:13).  This event concludes the second woe (Revelation 11:14).   
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Interestingly, scripture states that at the end of the Great Tribulation, a remnant of Israel 

will be saved (Zechariah 13:8-9).  This may be the catalyst that begins the process that eventually 

brings this remnant to salvation, but it is not until the end of the Great Tribulation that they fully 

repent and finally cry out to God for salvation.  Until then, they go into hiding from the persecution 

orchestrated by the Antichrist throughout the Great Tribulation.     

The Spiritual War 

Immediately after the completion of the second woe, the seventh trumpet judgment is 

sounded (Revelation 11:15-19).  With this, the great war in heaven is concluded and Satan is 

forever banished from heaven.  John states that at this time, “God’s sanctuary in heaven was 

opened, and the ark of His covenant appeared in His sanctuary.  There were flashes of lightning, 

rumblings of thunder, an earthquake, and severe hail (Revelation 11:19, HCSB).”  As with the 

battle of Jericho (Joshua 6:15-16), the sounding of the seventh trumpet heralds the collapse of 

Satan’s reign over the kingdoms of the earth, which are then given to Christ (Psalm 2:1-6).  This 

is the third woe because while heaven rejoices over this, it means that Satan now turns his wrath 

on God’s chosen people (Revelation 12:13-17).  Scripture makes it clear that the war in heaven 

ends at the midpoint of the Tribulation Period, stating:  

When the dragon saw that he had been thrown to earth, he persecuted the woman who gave 

birth to the male child.  The woman was given two wings of a great eagle, so that she could 

fly from the serpent’s presence to her place in the wilderness, where she was fed for a time, 

times, and half a time (Revelation 12:13-14, HCSB). 

This shows that after being cast out of heaven, waging the war, and finally admitting defeat, Satan 

turns his attention to the Jews and persecutes them for the remaining three-and-a-half years of the 

Great Tribulation.    
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Some scholars, including LaHaye & Parker (2014), believe that one of the physical 

outcomes of this spiritual war is that the Antichrist is killed and resurrected as described in 

Revelation 13:3.  The imagery of this prophecy as described in Revelation 13:1-2 is consistent 

with other prophecies in Revelation 17 as well as in Daniel 2 and Daniel 7, which indicates that 

the entity being resurrected is the Roman Empire, not an individual.  Another possibility is that 

during the political struggle in which the Antichrist destroys three of the leaders of the ten-nation 

alliance, he appears defeated, and this resurrection implies a political resurrection with the 

Antichrist assuming total control.  However, scripture states that the Antichrist will come up out 

of the Abyss (Revelation 17:8) and a governmental or political resurrection does not address the 

concept of the beast returning from the Abyss.  Therefore, it is most likely that this prophecy 

represents the physical death and resurrection of the Antichrist.   

This resurrection may also have dual fulfilment with the resurrection of the Roman Empire 

along with Satan attempting to mimic the resurrection of Christ as a way to deceive people into 

worshiping the Antichrist.  Additionally, this resurrection could be an illusion and not a true 

resurrection (2 Thessalonians 2:11) or God could allow Satan to perform a true resurrection (Job 

1:8-12).  In either case, the Antichrist would be resurrected after being in the Abyss for three days 

as part of a larger deception that would allow the False Prophet to claim that the Antichrist is the 

one that fulfilled scripture as the true Messiah. 

The Great Tribulation (2nd 3½ Years) 

After describing the signs of the first half of the Tribulation Period in the Olivet Discourse 

(Matthew 24:9-14), Jesus continues His description of the abomination that causes desolation 

(Matthew 24:15-21).  These are events that occur during the second half of the seven-year 

Tribulation Period, which is known as the Great Tribulation.  While God uses the Lesser 

Tribulation to persuade people to repent, the Great Tribulation, and the upcoming bowl judgments 
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specifically, are to mete out God’s judgment against humanity for their sins, rather than to persuade 

people to repent.  This period begins with the conclusion of the war in heaven and several 

significant events happen both in heaven and on earth because of this war.   

The Abomination that Causes Desolation 

At this point Satan has resurrected the Antichrist and indwells him (Revelation 13:1-10).  

The Antichrist then breaks the seven-year covenant with Israel (Isaiah 28:18) and begins the three-

and-a-half-year persecution of the Jews (Revelation 12:13-18).  It is also at this point that the 

Antichrist replaces the ten-nation Roman alliance and expands his authority by creating a new 

global kingdom (Daniel 7:23, Revelation 17:11) in which he is the sole ruler (Revelation 13:7) for 

the next three-and-a-half years (Daniel 7:25, Revelation 13:5).  Dr. Jeremiah (2019) states that the 

Antichrist will “assassinate the leaders of three countries and all other nations will immediately 

relinquish their power to him” as prophesied in Daniel 7:8,24.   

This new kingdom will then have global control politically (Revelation 13:7), religiously 

(Revelation 13:8), and economically (Revelation 13:16-17).   Bell (“The False Prophet”, 2023) 

notes that the False Prophet’s deception leads to having complete control over mankind such that 

the freedom to live as one pleases will no longer exist and that: 

Every aspect of one’s life will be brought under the authority of the unholy trinity, which 

consists of the red dragon (Satan), the first beast (the Antichrist) and the second beast (the 

false prophet). They will spare no one in their quest to control the world. 

This begins the Antichrist’s campaign to destroy Jerusalem, which will remain a thorn in the 

Antichrist’s side throughout the Great Tribulation (Zechariah 12:1-3).   

One of the Antichrist’s first acts after assuming global power is to defile, and possibly 

destroy the Temple, which brings sacrifices to an end (Revelation 11:1-2).  This abomination is 

likely a large statue of the Antichrist.  If the Temple is destroyed, this statue will be erected on the 
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Temple Mount in place of the Temple.  If the Temple is merely defiled, it will be erected in the 

Holy of Holies within the Temple.  The False Prophet then forces people to either worship this 

idol and the Antichrist as a god or die (Revelation 13:14-15) just like King Nebuchadnezzar did in 

Babylon (Daniel 3:4-6).   

This act of defiling the Temple with a false idol is noted by Jesus in the Olivet Discourse 

as the abomination that causes desolation (Matthew 24:15).  This statue is similar to the one that 

King Nebuchadnezzar created (Daniel 3:1-3), except that this statue is not just an inanimate idol, 

but instead appears to be alive to further deceive the people into believing that the Antichrist is a 

god (Revelation 13:15).  This animation may be accomplished through some form of supernatural 

or demonic possession, possibly in conjunction with an advanced artificial intelligence. 

Jesus also states that the Jews will need to flee Jerusalem and hide from Satan’s wrath 

(Matthew 24:16-21; Zechariah 14:1-2).  Those that heed this warning to flee and will be saved are 

the remnant that have not taken the mark of the beast and have turned to Christ (Zechariah 14:16).  

Additionally, when Gentiles that have come to believe in Jesus as their savior help to save the 

Jews, Satan turns his wrath on them as well (Revelation 12:16-17).  Zechariah states that 

throughout this period the Antichrist will kill two thirds of the remaining Jews (Zechariah 13:7-9), 

but it is not certain if this can be generalized to the population at large.  If so, that would mean that 

only one sixth of the earth’s population would remain by the end of the Great Tribulation. 

Many scholars, including Rhodes (2012), believe that the fleeing Jews will possibly hide 

in Petra, 80 miles to the south of Jerusalem, as shown in Figure 11.  These scholars cite the superior 

defensive capabilities offered by the terrain and Old Testament prophetic scripture that seems to 

indicate that Jesus will defend the remnant of Israel in the mountain wilderness of Bozrah, which 

is where Petra is located, upon His return just prior to the Battle of Armageddon (cf. Isaiah 34:1-

7, 63:1-6; Habakkuk 3:3; Micah 2:12-13).  However, Petra has been judged as was Sodom and 
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Gomorrah such that “no one will live there; no people will dwell in it (Jeremiah 49:18, HCSB).”  

Petra is abandoned today, and its ruins have remained uninhabited for centuries in fulfillment of 

Jeremiah’s prophecy (“What is the significance of the city of Petra in the Bible?”, 2020), so the 

Jewish remnant may hide out in the wilderness surrounding Petra rather than in the city itself.   

 

Figure 11: Location of Petra in Relation to Jerusalem 

It appears that it is at this point that the fate of people that have not turned to Jesus as their 

savior is sealed.  Paul states:  

The coming of the lawless one is based on Satan’s working, with all kinds of false miracles, 

signs, and wonders, and with every unrighteous deception among those who are perishing. 

They perish because they did not accept the love of the truth in order to be saved.  For this 

reason God sends them a strong delusion so that they will believe what is false, so that all 

will be condemned—those who did not believe the truth but enjoyed unrighteousness (2 

Thessalonians 2:9-12, HCSB). 
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This prophecy manifests at this time with the False Prophet, who is the third leg of the unholy 

trinity (Matthew 24:24; John 16:13).  This unholy trinity includes Satan, the Antichrist, and the 

False Prophet as satanic replacements for God the Father, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit respectively.  

The False Prophet is raised up to perform signs and wonders in an attempt to give credibility to 

the Antichrist (Deuteronomy 13:1-3; 2 Thessalonians 2:9-10), who has exalted himself above all 

gods (Daniel 11:36-37), and to force people to worship him (Revelation 13:11-18).   

The result, though, will be that anyone following any other religion will be killed and the 

Whore of Babylon, which is Satan’s harlot religious system, will be destroyed (cf. Revelation 

17:16; Hosea 3:1-5; Proverbs 5,31).  This destruction will be total and will not only include the 

people and the system, but any physical symbols of it as well, meaning that the seat of its power, 

Babylon, will be utterly destroyed (cf. Isaiah 13:19-22; Jeremiah 50:3,8,13,26,39-40; 51:6-8,26-

29,43-45,62).  Scripture states that the False Prophet has “two horns like a lamb (Revelation 13:11, 

HCSB),” which indicates that, just like the 10 kings of the Roman alliance that provided power 

and authority to the Antichrist (Revelation 17:13), these two religious leaders will provide 

authority to the False Prophet to help spread this new false religion.  The leader of the harlot will 

be one of these horns and the other would most likely be a leader of Islam because even though 

Islam will likely be in decline after the defeats in the Arab-Israeli War and the Gog and Magog 

War, it will still have a large following.  What they do not realize is that they are aiding in their 

own demise as the False Prophet wipes out all traces of all former religions. 

At this time, three angels are dispatched from heaven to spread the gospel (Revelation 14:6-

7), declare the destruction of the harlot religion (Revelation 14:8, 17:16), and warn of the 

repercussions for taking the mark of the beast throughout the world (Revelation 14:9-11).  With 

the rise of the False Prophet, and the destruction of the harlot religion, the False Prophet will 

compel “the earth and those who live on it to worship the first beast, whose fatal wound was healed 
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(Revelation 13:12, HCSB)” and tell “those who live on the earth to make an image of the beast 

who had the sword wound and yet lived (Revelation 13:14, HCSB).”  These phrases also indicate 

that the resurrection of the Antichrist will occur and be used effectively to deceive the people into 

worshiping him.  Dr. Jeremiah (2019) also notes that it is at this time that the False Prophet sets 

up an economic system that “requires everyone—small and great, rich and poor, free and slave—

to be given a mark on his right hand or on his forehead, so that no one can buy or sell unless he 

has the mark (Revelation 13:16-17, HCSB).” 

Another possible aspect of the great deception described in 2 Thessalonians 2:9-12 could 

be a result of Satan and his demons being cast down to earth after their defeat in the war in heaven 

(Revelation 12:7-12).  It is possible that these demons could manifest themselves as 

extraterrestrials.  They would promote the lie that they created life on earth and that the account in 

Genesis 1-2 that God created the universe is false.  Their appearance would hasten the destruction 

of the harlot religion and they would promote the False Prophet’s plans to compel mankind to 

worship the Antichrist.  This, in turn, would also aid the Antichrist in his plans to overthrow the 

last vestiges of the Roman alliance, leaving the Antichrist in total control of the government. 

At this point, the 144,000 witnesses that had been sealed and protected by God (Revelation 

7) are now “redeemed from the human race as the firstfruits for God and the Lamb (Revelation 

14:4, HCSB).”  Scripture is silent as to whether these witnesses are raptured or martyred by the 

Antichrist for their testimony.  It would stand to reason that they would then stand before the Bema 

Seat of Christ at this point.  Again, scripture is silent on this point, but this fact is supported in that 

they are seen in heaven with Christ and are referenced as the ‘firstfruits’ (Revelation 14:1-4).   

Interestingly, LaHaye & Parker (2014) believe that this group of 144,000 believers is 

different from those referenced in Revelation 7 because this scene is in heaven, not earth, and they 

have both the Father and Son written on their foreheads, rather than just the Father as stated in 
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Revelation 7.  However, Revelation 14:3 states that they had already been redeemed.  Also, having 

come to Christ during the Lesser Tribulation, they would also be sealed with the names of both the 

Father and the Son at this point.  Therefore, the interpretation by LaHaye & Parker (2014) does 

not seem necessary, nor correct.  It also does not seem reasonable to introduce a new group of 

witnesses through an obscure reverence to what was written on their foreheads, which could be 

easily misinterpreted.  Additionally, having this be the same group of 144,000 witnesses makes 

more logical sense in the grand scheme of the prophetic timeline because the work of spreading 

the gospel that had been performed by these 144,000 witnesses is now so dangerous that it is 

impossible for humans to do it.  This task must now be performed by one of three angels 

(Revelation 14:6-13) that bring even greater authority to the message, and therefore more 

condemnation on those that reject it.   

The Bowl Judgments 

As with the seal judgments, the sounding of the seventh trumpet judgment brings forth the 

bowl judgments.  Also like the seal judgments, one of the living creatures that surround God’s 

throne introduces the bowl judgments by giving the seven angels the bowls filled with God’s wrath 

(Revelation 15:7).  It is likely that these final judgments do not occur until the very end of the 

Great Tribulation.   

There are several reasons for this.  First, Bell (“The Bowl Judgments”, 2023) states that 

“God’s wrath is reserved for those who want nothing to do with His offer of salvation through 

belief in the gospel.”  Second, the extreme nature of these judgments and the impacts to all life on 

earth dictate that there would be little time left before the end of this age.  Third, the 144,000 

witnesses must first be redeemed (Revelation 14:1-5).  Finally, there is significant time required 

for the three angels to complete their ministry of spreading the good news of the gospel, 
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announcing the destruction of the harlot religion, and warning of the repercussions for taking the 

mark of the beast throughout the world (Revelation 14:6-20).   

With these proclamations, God provides comfort to those that reject the Antichrist and keep 

God’s commands and remain faithful to Jesus even though they know that martyrdom will be the 

result of that decision (Revelation 14:12-13, 20:4).  The conclusion of the three angels’ ministry 

brings the final tribulation saints to redemption before the harvest of the earth begins (Revelation 

14:6-20, 15:1-4).  During this time the bowl judgments are also prepared (Revelation 15:5-8). 

It appears that at this point the full number of the tribulation saints that are to be martyred 

in the name of God is complete (Revelation 15:2-4).  All those saints that remain will live through 

the end of the Great Tribulation and enter the Millennial Kingdom.  Bell (“The Last Judgments of 

History”, 2023) states that: 

Those who embrace Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior will be enabled to steadfastly 

endure and overcome personal conflict with the beast, the religious pressure from not 

worshipping his image, and the economic persecution that comes by refusing to be marked 

by the number of his name. 

Additionally, Bell (“The Last Judgments of History”, 2023) states that “God's judgments (plagues) 

are necessary because of man's refusal to repent and recognize God as the one and only true God. 

His final judgments are reserved for those who embrace the false gospel of the false god, Satan.”  

Therefore, the purpose of these judgments is no longer to cause repentance, but to punish and 

pronounce judgment and it is unlikely that anyone else will come to salvation at this point.   

When the first bowl judgment is poured out, “severely painful sores broke out on the people 

who had the mark of the beast and who worshiped his image (Revelation 16:2, HCSB),” which 

covers the entire body and are incurable (Deuteronomy 28:35).   It is possible that these sores are 

a reference to a viral pandemic because other sources, such as chemical or nuclear, would be seen 
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as being caused by man, not God.  Since this judgment only affects those that accepted the mark 

of the beast, it appears that this virus or infection is linked to either how the mark is applied, its 

composition, or to the universal healthcare services afforded the bearer.   

At some point after the first bowl judgment is poured out and before the second bowl 

judgment is poured out, the harvest of the earth (Revelation 14:14-20; Micah 4:11-13; Matthew 

13:41-43, 24:31) begins.  This harvest concludes in the final days of the Great Tribulation after the 

three angels complete their work of spreading the gospel and warning of the consequences for 

taking the mark of the beast.  It is during this time when the remaining bowl judgments are poured 

out. 

Scripture acknowledges the severity of these judgments but says that they are justified 

because man has remained wicked and unrepentant (Revelation 16:5-7).  From this point forward, 

people realize that these judgments come from God and cannot be explained away as natural 

occurrences, yet even in the face of such extreme consequences, man will still blaspheme the name 

of God, refuse to repent, and will not give God glory (Revelation 16:9,11,21). 

When the second bowl judgment is poured out into the sea, it will turn to blood like a dead 

man’s, and all life in the sea will die (Revelation 16:3).  When the third bowl judgment is poured 

out into the rivers and springs of water, they will become blood (Revelation 16:4).  One possible 

way that these judgments manifest is through volcanic activities, such as the eruption of an 

underwater super volcano, and be the continuation or fulfillment of the second and third trumpet 

judgments.   

When the fourth bowl judgment is poured out onto the sun, people will be burned by the 

intense heat (Revelation 16:8-9).  It is likely that at this point the earth’s protective ozone layer has 

been destroyed.  This type of judgment would then be seen if the sun enters an active phase with 

large solar flares.  Sustaining life will now be extremely difficult with all the water on earth 
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poisoned and intense solar radiation burning everything.  The temperature would likely skyrocket, 

causing most of the vegetation and wildlife that had not already been killed by the previous 

judgments to likely be destroyed.  Only the hardiest would survive. 

When the fifth bowl judgment is poured out onto Babylon, the Antichrist’s kingdom will 

be plunged into darkness, causing agony (Revelation 16:10-11; Matthew 8:11-12).  Babylon is not 

only symbolic of the worldwide sinful religious system but is also symbolic of the worldwide 

sinful economic system, as well as a physical city that is the capital for Satan (Isaiah 14:4-12).  It 

has the throne of the Antichrist and is Satan’s seat of power where the citizens are very likely 

possessed by demons (Revelation 18:2).  This judgment destroys commercial Babylon (Revelation 

18:1-3; Jeremiah 51:1-2) because the spiritual destruction of Babylon occurred with the destruction 

of the harlot religion at the midpoint of the Tribulation Period.  Since the Antichrist’s kingdom is 

global by this time, this judgment is also global.  The merchants lament because they cannot make 

money off the Babylonian financial system any longer (Revelation 18:9-20).   

The nature of this darkness is debatable.  If this is a physical darkness, such total darkness 

could be caused by some form of obstruction similar to a solar eclipse, but long-term.  An asteroid 

caught at the L1 Lagrange point between the sun and the earth would cause it to remain locked in 

an orbit between the sun and the earth.  Another possibility could be that atmospheric changes 

cause a global thick cloud layer to form that produces a near-night level of darkness.  If this cloud 

layer extends to sea level, the fog could also be oppressively thick, causing additional agony.  In 

both cases, the loss of solar radiation would cause the temperature to plummet, further affecting 

any remaining plant and animal life.  These natural disasters may lead to the final destruction of 

commercial Babylon due to the inability to generate enough power to produce food and other 

goods in the ever-changing climate. 
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Rather than actual physical darkness, the darkness described may reference the destruction 

of all the electronics that are needed to run all aspects of modern life, especially those needed to 

control the economy and communications, throwing the earth into technological darkness and back 

to the proverbial stone age.  The destruction of Babylon is in such totality (Revelation 18:21-24) 

that it may be caused by a coronal mass ejection (CME) from the fourth bowl judgment’s increased 

solar activity that would have effects similar to a massive electromagnetic pulse (EMP) that 

destroys all technology.  This may cause massive explosions as control systems at power 

generation facilities, including nuclear facilities, go offline.   

In either case, the cumulative effects of these judgments may have a large contingent of 

people so disenchanted with the Antichrist’s government that, much like the destruction of 

religious Babylon, a coalition from the north destroys Babylon (cf. Jeremiah 50:9,41-43,51:31-32) 

such that it will be desolate like Sodom and Gomorrah (Isaiah 13:19).  It may be that the third 

angel that warns people not to take the mark of the beast (Revelation 14:9-12) also warns people 

to flee commercial Babylon before it is destroyed (Revelation 18:4-8; Jeremiah 51:6-7; Isaiah 

48:20).  This judgment also shows that the festering sores from the first bowl judgment remain a 

plague on those that took the mark of the beast, so they will likely last through the end of the Great 

Tribulation.  So, in addition to the continuing pain from the boils of the first bowl judgment, people 

are now tormented by having the global economy, and therefore all aspects of modern life, shut 

down because the means to execute transactions will have been removed.   

When the sixth bowl judgment is poured out on the Euphrates River, it is dried up to prepare 

for the final battle of Armageddon and allow the kings of the east, coming from countries in Asia 

such as Korea and China, to cross unhindered (Revelation 16:12; Isaiah 11:15).  Along with this, 

three unclean spirits, which are represented like frogs because they capture their prey with their 

tongues just as frogs do, come out of the mouths of Satan, the Antichrist, and the False Prophet 
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(Revelation 16:13) to rally the Antichrist’s forces across the earth and assemble them for war.  

They are “spirits of demons performing signs, who travel to the kings of the whole world to 

assemble them for the battle of the great day of God, the Almighty…at the place called in Hebrew, 

Armageddon (Revelation 16:14,16, HCSB).”  They are the satanic mirror of the three angels that 

God sends to proclaim the gospel, the destruction of the harlot, and warn of the consequences for 

taking the mark of the beast (Revelation 14:6-13). 

As the Antichrist gathers his armies to destroy Israel to attempt to prevent Jesus’ return (cf. 

Daniel 11:40-45; Joel 3:2,9-14), God laughs at them (Psalm 2:1-6) and pours out the seventh bowl 

judgment into the air, which causes flashes of lightning and rumblings of thunder.  Bell (“Satan’s 

Church”, 2023) states:  

The seventh bowl judgment will rain down on Satan’s domain to destroy the religious and 

economic system he sets up to deceive and control mankind into following his evil ways.  

It is a powerful unified system that can only be destroyed by God Himself.  The type of 

wrath God unleashes to rid the world of the rulers, authorities, and cosmic powers over this 

present darkness (Eph. 6:12) will literally obliterate everything man has come to worship 

and depend on. 

The physical manifestation of this is that there will be a severe earthquake like no other since man 

has been on the earth, such that islands and mountains will disappear, and every city will be leveled 

(Revelation 16:18-20).   

This earthquake appears to affect plate tectonics across the entire earth, possibly causing 

the earth’s axis to shift by altering the earth’s gravitational center.  This, along with the increased 

temperatures caused by the fourth bowl judgment, could cause all the earth’s polar ice caps to melt, 

raising the sea levels.  It appears that the epicenter of the earthquake is centered on what remains 

of Rome from its destruction during the fifth bowl judgment because “the great city split into three 
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parts…Babylon the Great was remembered in God’s presence; He gave her the cup filled with the 

wine of His fierce anger (Revelation 16:19, HCSB).”  Additionally, changes to earth’s 

environment cause such extreme weather conditions that massive thunderstorms, possibly 

associated with hurricanes and tornados, produce one hundred-pound hailstones that will fall from 

the sky (Revelation 16:21; Job 38:22-23).   

These are extinction level events, and it is almost impossible to imagine the utter 

devastation wrought by these judgments.  Yet even in the midst of this destruction, God encourages 

those that know Him to remain steadfast in their faith and to persevere because it is easy to despair 

and lose hope in such horrific circumstances (Revelation 16:15; Psalm 118:6).  With the bowl 

judgments now complete, God states: “It is done (Revelation 16:17)!”  This is a mirror to Jesus’ 

statement on the cross where He said: “It is finished (John 19:30)!”  On the cross, Jesus was saying 

that sin and death have been defeated.  Here, God is saying that judgment is complete and that all 

will now be restored as it once was.  With this statement by God, there is a celebration in heaven 

in which a vast multitude of martyred saints (Revelation 6:9,11;15:2), the twenty-four elders, and 

Jesus all praise God the Father and proclaim the righteousness of His judgments against Satan’s 

corruption of earth and humanity (Revelation 19:1-5). 

The Salvation of Israel 

Christ and His bride, the Church, are now ready for the third and final part of the marriage 

ceremony, which is the Marriage Supper of the Lamb (Revelation 19:6-9).  However, before the 

public introduction of the bride and groom and the associated wedding feast can begin, the war on 

earth must be ended.  As Christ and His bride prepare to return for the Battle of Armageddon, God 

concludes His judgment of Israel (Ezekiel 20:34-38).  Given the state of the earth and humanity 

after the bowl judgments, it is hard to believe that there is any fight left in those that rebel against 

God, yet the Antichrist and all the people of the earth are still intent upon waging war with Jesus 
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and His army.  The Antichrist continues by pursuing the first phase of his campaign, which is to 

destroy Israel in an attempt to prevent Jesus from returning.   

The Antichrist regroups his forces after the destruction of Babylon and the devastation 

caused by the bowl judgments and begins his final assault from the east across the dried-up 

Euphrates River.  He will first move against the Jewish remnant that had fled at the midpoint of 

the Tribulation Period (Matthew 24:15-22) to the mountain wilderness of Bozrah around Petra and 

then on to Jerusalem to destroy it once and for all (Zechariah 14:1-2).  With the Antichrist and his 

forces advancing on the remnant of the Jews, God lifts the spiritual blindness from them (cf. Joel 

2:28-29; Romans 11:25-27).   

The Jewish leaders will then call for the nation to repent (Hosea 6:1-3).  They will finally 

understand that failure through the law is inevitable (James 2:10; Romans 9:31-32).  With that, the 

Jews will realize their error in attempting to earn righteousness through the law instead of building 

a faith relationship with Christ (Galatians 2:15-16, 3:2,5,10).  They will accept that Jesus was their 

Messiah (Isaiah 53:1-9) and they will mourn (Zechariah 12:10-14) because they rejected Him 

when he did not fit their preconceived ideas of what He should be (Matthew 12:9-14,22-24).  Israel 

will confess her national sin (cf. Leviticus 26:40-42; Jeremiah 3:11-25) and they will cry out for 

Christ to save them (cf. Hosea 5:15; Matthew 23:37-39), who will then deliver them (cf. Romans 

10:13-14; Joel 3:18-21).  While the nation of Israel will be saved as a whole, it will be only one-

third the size it once was at the start of the Tribulation Period (Zechariah 13:7-9).  Unfortunately, 

the rest will have perished and be condemned for not turning to Christ. 

As the Antichrist advances on the remnant of Israel, there will be great signs and wonders 

in the heavens (Matthew 24:29; Zechariah 14:6-7).  Christ appears and the nations mourn 

(Matthew 24:30).  Jesus returns to earth in glory as He had ascended by arriving on the Mount of 

Olives (Acts 1:9-11; Zechariah 14:3-4) for all to see (cf. Revelation 1:7, 19:11-16).  Jesus then 
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comes to Israel’s defense (cf. Isaiah 34:1-7, 63:1-6; Habakkuk 3:3; Micah 2:12-13) and the 

Antichrist’s armies are thrown into chaos (Zechariah 12:1-9).   

This chaos causes orders to be confused such that the Antichrist’s army is unable to locate 

the Jewish remnant.  With Jesus’ return, there will be an earthquake and the Mount of Olives “will 

be split in two from east to west, forming a great valley…[that] will extend to Azel (Zechariah 

14:4-5, HCSB).”  This valley will be used by the Jewish remnant to flee from the wilderness and 

escape the Antichrist’s army that is now confused and blind to them.  Because the Antichrist’s 

army is in disarray and mourning over seeing Christ’s return, feeling hopeless, the antichrist, the 

false prophet, and possibly the 3 frogs (Revelation 16:13-14), which are still on earth, encourage 

the nations to battle Christ and his army, which is the Church. 

Since Petra is about 215 miles south of Megiddo, which is likely where the final battle will 

take place, it is possible that they decide to make their last stand at Masada, which is only about 

35 miles west of Megiddo, as shown in Figure 12.  According to GotQuestions (“What is the 

history of Masada?”, 2020), Masada was built in 31 BC by Herod the Great as a ‘place of refuge’ 

in case there was a revolt against him and, following the fall of Jerusalem in 70 AD during the 

Roman conquest of Israel, it was also the last holdout of a group of Jewish Zealots who hid there, 

finally falling itself in 73 AD.  GotQuestions (“What is the history of Masada?”, 2020) describes 

how the design allows this fortress to be easily defended: 

Masada is built on a high elevation. The fortress contains a number of barracks, armories, 

and defensive structures. It also has huge storehouses and cisterns, which contained 

months’ worth of food and water. The primary defense of Masada was a single-file “snake 

path” up the 1,300-foot mountain. The path was extremely easy to defend from vantage 

points above. 
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Figure 12: Location of Petra, Masada, and Megiddo 

Another factor that favors Masada as the location that the Jewish remnant’s last stand is 

that Masada still plays an important role in Israeli culture in that new IDF soldiers climb the ‘snake 

path’ up the mountain to the fortress at night upon the completion of basic training where they are 

sworn in, declaring “Masada shall not fall again (‘What is the history of Masada?’, 2020).”  With 

Masada’s proximity to Megiddo, the stage is set for the Battle of Armageddon.   

The Battle of Armageddon 

GotQuestions (“What is the battle of Armageddon?”, 2020) states that the word 

‘Armageddon’ comes from a Hebrew word Har-Magedone, which means ‘Mount Megiddo,’ but 
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the exact location of the valley of Armageddon is unclear because there is no mountain called 

Megiddo.  Since ‘Har’ can also mean hill, GotQuestions (“What is the battle of Armageddon?”, 

2020) believes that the most likely location for this battle is the hill country surrounding the plain 

of Megiddo, which Figure 12 shows is 60 miles north of Jerusalem and 18 miles southeast of Haifa.  

Scripture also states that the final battle occurs in the Valley of Decision (Joel 3:12-17), which 

appears to be the Jezreel valley where Megiddo is located.   

GotQuestions (“What is the battle of Armageddon?”, 2020) notes that Megiddo is the 

location of more than 200 battles, including Barak’s victory over Canaanites (Judges 4:15), 

Gideon’s victory over the Midianites (Judges 7), where Saul and his sons were killed (1 Samuel 

31:8), and where King Josiah was killed (2 Kings 23:29-30; 2 Chronicles 35:22).  This site’s 

military significance comes from its strategic location at the crossing of two military and trade 

routes, controlling a commonly used pass between Egypt and Mesopotamia (“Megiddo”, 2020).  

In modern times, Megiddo was also the site of an important battle as part of the final Allied 

offensive in the Sinai and Palestine Campaign against the Ottoman Empire, which led to the final 

defeat of the Turks in the Middle East in World War I (“Megiddo”, 2020).  Rhodes (2012) notes 

that “Napoleon is reported to have once commented that this site perhaps the greatest battlefield 

he had ever witnessed.”  

After saving Israel in the wilderness of Bozrah, Jesus will lead His army, comprised of His 

bride (Revelation 19:7,14), the tribulation saints (Revelation 6:9-11, 7:9), and the angels of heaven 

(Jude 1:14; Matthew 25:31), all riding on white horses for the final battle to defeat the Antichrist 

(Revelation 17:14, 19:11-16).  This battle is won single handedly by Jesus through His word alone 

(Isaiah 11:4).  He breathes on them, and the Antichrist’s army dissolves.  Zechariah paints a vivid 

picture of this battle: 
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This is the plague with which the Lord will strike all the nations that fought against 

Jerusalem: Their flesh will rot while they are still standing on their feet, their eyes will rot 

in their sockets, and their tongues will rot in their mouths.  On that day people will be 

stricken by the Lord with great panic. They will seize each other by the hand and attack 

one another (Zechariah 14:12-13). 

These final battles are so terrible, and the armies arrayed against Jesus are so large that blood runs 

for 1,600 stadia, or 184 miles, at a depth of 4 feet (Revelation 14:20).   

Given the topography of Israel, it seems that this indicates that the blood from the 

Antichrist’s defeated armies all drain into the Dead Sea through the valleys from Petra and 

Megiddo, creating 4-foot-deep rivers of blood along a 184-mile path.  In contrast to the upcoming 

Marriage Supper of the Lamb, Christ’s enemies are called to the Supper of the Damned, and an 

angel calls all the birds to feast on the dead (Revelation 19:17-18).  This battle is an extreme act 

of mercy because if Jesus does not end the Tribulation Period and defeat the Antichrist once and 

for all, nobody would spiritually survive (Matthew 24:22).  In the end, the Antichrist and the False 

Prophet are captured and, as anathema, they do not go before the Great White Throne judgment 

but are thrown directly into the lake of fire (Revelation 19:19-21).   

The Judgment of the Nations 

With the final battle completed, Christ sends His angels to gather the elect from across the 

globe (Matthew 24:31).  All that remains is to eliminate the influence of Satan and to the judge 

those that remained alive to the end of the Great Tribulation.  First, Satan is bound by an angel 

with a great chain and thrown into the Abyss for one thousand years so that he will not be able to 

deceive anyone during the Millennial Reign of Christ (Revelation 20:1-3; 2 Peter 2:4).  Once 

Satan’s influence has been eliminated, the next event to take place is the judgment of the nations.  

This is known as the Sheep and Goats judgment and those that survived to the end of the Great 
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Tribulation will be judged not only based on their faith in Christ, but on how they treated Israel 

and the tribulation saints during this period (Matthew 25:31-46).   

At this point, anyone left alive “will be gathered before Him, and He will separate them 

one from another, just as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats (Matthew 25:32, HCSB).”  

Those that accepted the mark of the beast and rejected Jesus are sent away to eternal punishment 

(Matthew 25:41-46).  The Gentiles that did not accept the mark of the beast and remained faithful 

to Jesus, as well as the Jewish remnant that turned to Christ at the end remain living, are given 

their inheritance and are allowed to enter the Millennial Kingdom in their mortal bodies (Matthew 

25:34-40) where they will continue to age, die, and have children (Isaiah 65:20) to repopulate the 

world.  The conclusion of the judgment of nations marks the end of the Great Tribulation, and 

therefore, the Tribulation Period. 

The Marriage Supper of the Lamb 

There are two main theories for when the Marriage Supper of the Lamb (Revelation 19:6-

10) occurs.  Some scholars place this event in heaven prior to the Battle of Armageddon due to its 

placement in scripture.  John hears a great multitude in heaven shouting “Hallelujah, because our 

Lord God, the Almighty, has begun to reign!  Let us be glad, rejoice, and give Him glory, because 

the marriage of the Lamb has come, and His wife has prepared herself (Revelation 19:6-7, 

HCSB).”  Scripture says that John then saw Jesus on a white horse to finally defeat all those that 

rebelled (Revelation 19:11-21).   

In this scenario, the wedding guests would include only those that are in heaven at that 

time.  According to GotQuestions (“What is the marriage supper of the Lamb?”, 2020), this would 

include the Old Testament saints who have yet to be resurrected, but whose souls are in heaven 

(Revelation 19:9; Matthew 8:11; John 3:28-29).  Additionally, this likely includes the saints that 

died during the Tribulation Period as well (Revelation 6:9-11, 7:9-17).  To include all the martyred 
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tribulation saints, the wedding feast would need to take place at a point when all the tribulation 

saints have been redeemed (Revelation 15:2), meaning that nobody else will be martyred through 

the end of the Great Tribulation.  This may occur near the end of the Great Tribulation when the 

four living creatures and the seven angels prepare the seven last plagues or bowl judgments 

(Revelation 15:5-8) prior to the harvest of the earth (Revelation 14:14-20). 

Unfortunately, this scenario conflates the private and public ceremonies that are part of the 

Jewish wedding ceremony.  In the third phase of the wedding, there is a public presentation of the 

bride and groom and placing the Marriage Supper of the Lamb in heaven precludes this event from 

being a truly public event where all those that enter the Millennial Kingdom can celebrate.  A more 

correct reading of scripture shows that the great multitude are rejoicing that the bride and groom 

are finally ready for their public celebration, not that it is occurring at that moment.  Also, if all 

the martyred tribulation saints are guests as well, this theory assumes that there is a point at which 

no additional tribulation saints are killed, otherwise some may be left out of the celebration. 

Scripture indicates that no tribulation saints are martyred during the harvest of the earth 

(Revelation 15:2-4), but this does not override the other issues with this theory.  Therefore, it is 

more likely that the second theory, which states that the Marriage Supper of the Lamb occurs on 

earth at the conclusion of the Great Tribulation, is correct. 

The second theory, which also has wide scholarly support, states that there is a great 

celebration at the conclusion of the Tribulation Period and before the Millennial Kingdom is 

ushered in, when Christ begins His Millennial Reign.  Before this celebration can begin, all those 

that died prior to the end of the Tribulation Period must be resurrected.  This begins with the 

resurrection of the Old Testament saints (Isaiah 26:19), who are then judged at the Bema Seat of 

Christ (cf. Daniel 12:2; John 5:28-29), are given their inheritance, and allowed to enter the 

Millennial Kingdom in their glorified bodies (Daniel 12:11-13).  Those that had died in Christ 
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during the Tribulation Period are also resurrected, stand before the Bema Seat of Christ to be 

judged, and enter the Millennial Kingdom in their glorified bodies (cf. Revelation 20:4).   

Now that all hostilities have ended, all judgments completed, all satanic influences have 

been eliminated, and all those that will enter the Millennial Kingdom have been resurrected, Christ 

and His bride are formally introduced.  This is the third and final phase of the marriage ceremony, 

which scripture calls the Marriage Supper of the Lamb (Revelation 19:9; Matthew 8:11; John 3:28-

29).   As noted earlier, Jesus frequently referred to Himself as a bridegroom (cf. Matthew 9:15, 

22:2-14, 25:1-13; Mark 2:19-20; Luke 5:34-35, 14:15-24; John 3:29), with the church portrayed 

as His virgin bride (2 Corinthians 11:2).  The bride has made herself ready through the Bema Seat 

of Christ and is now righteous before God and clothed in white linens (Revelation 19:7-8).  This 

is the third and final phase of the wedding between Christ and His church.  As illustrated by the 

wedding in Cana (John 2:1-2), the marriage supper may go on for days.   

The first phase was completed when Jesus paid the dowry to God the Father through His 

crucifixion on the cross and each individual became betrothed by accepting Jesus as their savior. 

The second phase will be completed when Jesus returns for His bride with the rapture.  While 

waiting for this to occur, communion offers an opportunity to prepare one’s heart and be ready for 

the glorious day when those that believed in Christ are able to sit down and sup with Him with joy, 

laughter, reverence, celebration, and thanksgiving for their salvation (Mark 14:25-26).  

The Millennial Kingdom 

As with the rapture, there are several theories regarding the Millennial Kingdom.  The first 

theory is known as amillennialism.  GotQuestions (“What is amillennialism?”, 2020) states that 

amillennialism is the belief that the Millennial Reign does not represent a literal 1,000-year reign 

of Christ on earth, that Christ is now sitting on the throne of David, that this present church age is 

the kingdom over which Christ reigns, and that the time of trouble at the end of the 1,000-year 



CHRIST’S IMMINENT RETURN 84 

reign is the Tribulation Period.  The Millennial Kingdom is described as a time of peace in which 

Satan has been bound and cannot deceive the nations (Revelation 20:1-3).  Any casual observation 

of the church age shows this to be false and that Satan continues to deceive the nations.   

Additionally, this theory is closely aligned with the false doctrine of replacement theology.  

According to Gotquestions (“What is replacement theology / supersessionism?”, 2020), adherents 

to this philosophy believe that the Church has replaced Israel in God’s plan, that the Jews are no 

longer God’s chosen people, and that God does not have specific future plans for the nation of 

Israel.  However, this is refuted in several places within scripture.  The prophet Jeremiah recorded 

the promise that God’s covenant with Israel will always stand and of Israel’s restoration (Jeremiah 

31:35, 33:24-26).  Paul also reaffirmed this in his letter to the Romans (Romans 11).  Also, a literal 

reading of the book of Revelation shows that God will restore Israel as the primary focus of His 

plan during the tribulation period. 

The second theory is known as postmillennialism.  According to GotQuestions (“What is 

postmillennialism?”, 2020), postmillennialism is the belief that Jesus’ second coming occurs after 

a period of Christian prosperity and dominance.  As with amillennialism, this does not need to be 

a literal 1,000-year period.   Also, this theory shares amillennialism’s errors in interpreting 

scripture allegorically, causing this theory to be at odds with the view of the world as presented in 

the previous chapters in the book of Revelation. 

The last theory is known as premillennialism.  GotQuestions (“What is premillennialism?”, 

2020) states that premillennialism is the belief that Christ’s second coming will occur prior to His 

Millennial Kingdom, that the Millennial Kingdom is a literal 1,000-year reign of Christ on earth, 

and that the Millennial Kingdom fulfills the promise that Christ will reign on David’s throne.  This 

theory correctly interprets scripture literally and recognizes the distinction between Israel and the 

Church.  Additionally, GotQuestions (“What is premillennialism?”, 2020) notes that “God made 
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unconditional covenants with both Abraham and David. Neither of these covenants has been fully 

or permanently fulfilled. A literal, physical rule of Christ is the only way the covenants can be 

fulfilled as God promised they would.”   

Gotquestions (“What is dispensational premillennialism?”, 2020) also states that 

premillennialism can be divided into historical and dispensational views with the main differences 

being the emphasis that each gives to the nation of Israel during the Millennial Kingdom.  They 

note that the historical view attempts to symbolize prophetic history while the dispensational view 

is insistent upon maintaining a distinction between the nation of Israel and the Church.  The 

dispensational premillennialism approach appears to be the soundest and is consistent with the 

methodology used throughout this paper.  Therefore, the details of the Millennial Kingdom will 

be explored using this approach. 

The Transitional Period 

Several events occur after the conclusion of the Tribulation Period and during the 

beginning of the Millennial Reign of Christ, which constitutes a transitional period as Christ’s 

Millennial Kingdom is established.  Daniel states: “From the time the daily sacrifice is abolished 

and the abomination of desolation is set up, there will be 1,290 days. The one who waits for and 

reaches 1,335 days is blessed (Daniel 12:11-12, HCSB).”  Here, Daniel is referencing the length 

of time between the start of the Great Tribulation and the start of the Millennial Reign.  Since the 

Great Tribulation is 1,260 days (Revelation 12:6), it appears that this period is 75 days.   

The primary activities during this period are the rebuilding the Millennial Temple and 

setting up the government for the Millennial Kingdom.  Daniel states there will be 1,290 days from 

“the time the daily sacrifice is abolished and the abomination of desolation is set up (Daniel 12:11, 

HCSB).”  Therefore, it appears that the image of the Antichrist is removed from the Temple and 

construction of the Millennial Temple (Ezekiel 40-48) begins after the first 30 days.  This Temple 
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will be built by Christ (Zechariah 6:12-13), redeemed Jews (Ezekiel 43:10-11), and representatives 

from the Gentile nations (cf. Haggai 2:7; Zechariah 6:15) and will be the dwelling place for God 

(Ezekiel 37:26-28).  Everyone, both Gentile and Jew, will worship at this Temple (cf. Isaiah 60:6, 

66:23; Zephaniah 3:10; Zechariah 2:11) and Jesus will be the focus of this worship (cf. Jeremiah 

33:15-22; Zechariah 14:16-21).   

Even though Mosaic law has been abolished (cf. Romans 6:14-15, 7:1-6; 1 Corinthians 

9:20-21; 2 Corinthians 3:13-16; Galatians 4:1-7, 5:18; Hebrews 7-10), sacrifices will continue (cf. 

Isaiah 56:7, 60:7; Jeremiah 33:17-18; Zechariah 14:19-21; Malachi 3:3-4).  Rhodes (2012) notes 

that there are two possible reasons for this.  First, sacrifices could be used as a Jewish memorial to 

the price Christ paid, similar to the Lord’s Supper for the church (1 Corinthians 11:25-28), because 

scripture states that “in the sacrifices there is a reminder of sins every year (Hebrews 10:3, 

HCSB).”  One issue raised with this interpretation is that scripture also states that sacrifices are 

“to make atonement (Ezekiel 45:15,17,20, HCSB)” for sin.  The second possibility is that sacrifices 

are used to remove ceremonial uncleanness and prevent defilement from polluting the purity of 

the Temple (Ezekiel 43:18-27, 45:13-46:24).  It is possible that both reasons could be true with the 

acknowledgement that atonement is no longer required. 

Finally, the establishment of the governmental structure for the Millennial Kingdom takes 

place.  This government will not be like any government devised by man and will not be inefficient, 

unjust, or corrupt.  Everyone that died in Christ, including the Old Testament, New Testament, 

and Tribulation Period saints, will be priests and reign with Jesus over the mortal survivors for the 

next one thousand years (cf. 1 Corinthians 6:2-3; Revelation 3:21, 5:9-10, 20:4-6, 22:5; 2 Timothy 

2:12; 1 Peter 2:9).  Within the government, they will be assigned duties and authority over cities, 

states, and nations and as priests, they will be assigned duties in support of the religious system. 
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These government roles would include being judges in local courts or administrators of 

various government agencies.  Those that died in Christ will judge those that enter the Millennial 

Kingdom as mortals.  Jesus will be the ultimate judge and sole jurist on the highest court.  In 

Matthew 19:28-29, Jesus spoke of the Apostles sitting on 12 thrones, so it is likely that they would 

constitute a high court and form an appellate court system.  There will likely be many lower courts 

to handle the more minor issues, both civil and criminal.  Exodus 18:13-26 described how Moses’ 

father-in-law instructed him to set up a system of lower courts to lighten his burden.  This provides 

a good model for how the court system in the Millennial Kingdom will be setup.  Those that died 

in Christ, then, will be the magistrates for these courts.  The judicial system, both civil and criminal, 

should not be overburdened with a high case load in the beginning because only believers enter 

the Millennial Kingdom.  Both crime and civil disputes should be low.  However, people still have 

their sin nature, so over time as people are born and non-believers emerge, it will get progressively 

more difficult and the number of both civil and criminal cases will increase.   

In addition to reigning with Jesus, those that died in Christ will also be priests serving Him 

as the Levites did.  As priests, they will have responsibilities to teach the word of God, knowing 

that at the end of the Millennial Reign people will again be deceived by Satan when he is released 

and rebel.  Additionally, they will perform duties at the Millennial Temple.  These duties will 

include ministering both to Christ and to the people, and they will also support the sacrificial 

system as part of the religious system that will be established during the Millennial Reign.  With 

both the government and religious system complete, the Millennial Kingdom will be established 

(cf. Isaiah 2:2-4; Micah 4:1-7). 

The Millennial Reign of Christ 

With the start of the Millennial Reign, the groups that enter are the mortal and living saved 

(cf. Isaiah 1:19-20, 26:2, 60:21, 65:13-16; Malachi 3:16-18), which includes both the Jewish 
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remnant (cf. Zechariah 13:9; Ezekiel 20:34-48) and those remaining from the Gentile nations 

(Matthew 25:34,46), as well as the resurrected saints that rule with Christ (Daniel 7:18,22; 

Revelation 20:4) in their glorified bodies.  Those that reign with Christ (cf. Daniel 7:27; Romans 

8:17; 2 Timothy 2:12) include all the saints from the Old Testament, the New Testament, and the 

Tribulation Period (cf. Luke 19:17-19; Jeremiah 30:7-9; Revelation 5:9-10, 20:4).  The wicked 

have been judged and are barred from entering Christ’s kingdom (cf. Isaiah 1:19-28; 65:11-12, 

66:15-16; Jeremiah 25:27-33, 30:23-24; Ezekiel 11:21, 20:33-44; Micah 5:9-15; Malachi 3:2-6,18, 

4:3).  Israel is restored and possesses the land promised to them (cf. Jeremiah 16:14-18, 31:31-34; 

Deuteronomy 29-30; Isaiah 43:5-7).  Like the church in the previous age, every Jew will personally 

know the Lord (cf. Isaiah 29:22-24, 30:18-22, 44:1-5, 45:17; Jeremiah 24:7, 50:19-20; Ezekiel 

11:19-20, 36:25-27; Hosea 1:10-2:1, 14:4-8; Joel 2:28-32; Micah 7:8-20; Zephaniah 3:9-13; 

Romans 11:25-27), as do the Gentiles, through the Holy Spirit. 

Christ reigns from the throne of David (cf. Isaiah 9:6-7, 16:5; 2 Samuel 7:12-13,16, 22:51; 

Micah 4:1-5; Zephaniah 3:14-20; Zechariah 14, 9:10; Psalm 72:8; Jeremiah 23:5; Daniel 7:13-14; 

Luke 1:32-33; Revelation 20:4) and His kingdom is characterized by righteousness (cf. Isaiah 51:5, 

60:21, 61:11), peace (cf. Isaiah 2:4, 14:4-10, 32:17-18), holiness (cf. Isaiah 4:3-4, 35:8-11; Joel 

3:17), truth (cf. Psalm 25:10, 89:14, 119:160), justice (cf. Isaiah 9:7, 46:13), obedience (cf. Psalm 

22:27-28; Isaiah 45:23; Jeremiah 31:33), and faithfulness (cf. Psalm 85:10-11; Zechariah 8:3).  

Under Christ’s rule, and for the first time ever, the world has a government that is perfect and 

effective (cf. Isaiah 9:6-7), global (cf. Psalm 2:6-9; Daniel 7:14) and centered in Jerusalem (cf. 

Isaiah 2:2-4; Jeremiah 3:17; Ezekiel 48:30-35; Joel 3:16-17; Micah 4:1,6-8; Zechariah 8:2-3).  

Rhodes (2012) notes that with His reign, Christ brings several physical blessings, including living 

in a blessed and enhanced environment (cf. Isaiah 35:1-2), having plentiful rain and food (cf. Isaiah 

30:23-24), animals living in harmony (cf. Isaiah 11:6-7), no physical illness (cf. Isaiah 29:18), as 
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well as prosperity, joy, and happiness (cf. Jeremiah 31:12-14).  Along with that, Rhodes (2012) 

states that Christ will bestow several spiritual blessings as well.  The Holy Spirit will be present 

and indwell all believers (cf. Isaiah 44:3; Ezekiel 36:27, 37:14; Joel 2:28-29).  Therefore, 

according to Rhodes (2012), everyone will have a knowledge of God (cf. Isaiah 11:9, Habakkuk 

2:14), will worship Christ (cf. Malachi 1:11; Zephaniah 3:9; Zechariah 8:23), and God’s presence 

will be made manifest (cf. Ezekiel 37:27-28; Zechariah 2:10-13).   

During this period, lifespans will increase to be like the time before the flood (cf. Genesis 

5:1-32) and it will be considered a tragedy if someone dies before reaching one hundred years old 

(cf. Isaiah 65:20).  People will rebuild their society, enjoy the fruits of their labor, and live in 

harmony with nature (cf. Isaiah 65:21-25).  Everyone will once again speak one language, which 

may possibly be Hebrew, to serve God with a single purpose (cf. Zephaniah 3:9).  It is unclear 

what will happen to those that do not accept Christ during this period.  Isaiah states that “the one 

who misses a hundred years will be cursed (Isaiah 65:20, HCSB),” which may indicate that they 

have until the age of 100 to accept Jesus.   

Sin will also be dealt with swiftly and justly.  Jesus said of those that would rule during the 

Millennial Kingdom with Him: “To the one who is victorious and does my will to the end, I will 

give authority over the nations—that one ‘will rule them with an iron scepter and will dash them 

to pieces like pottery’—just as I have received authority from my Father. (Revelation 2:26-27).”  

To those that accept Christ, justice in the Millennial Kingdom will be correctly understand that 

punishment and restitution will be perfectly fair and just for both the perpetrator and the victim 

and that it will be administered with grace and mercy.  To those that do not accept Christ, this rule 

will seem to be anything but perfectly fair, just, merciful, and gracious.  Because they will not be 

allowed to get away with their sins and do what they please, as opposed to what pleases God, they 
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will consider this rule to be strict, harsh, vindictive, and totalitarian.  Satan will then fuel these 

feelings when he is released at the end of the Millennial Reign. 

At the conclusion of the thousand-year reign of Christ, Satan is released to deceive the 

nations (Revelation 20:7-8).  The release of Satan after his 1,000-year imprisonment in the Abyss 

has always been assumed to occur at the end of the Millennial Reign, which lasts 1,000 calendar 

years.  However, this provides no time for Satan to deceive the nations and cause the rebellion 

against Christ.  One possible solution to this is to assume that there is a period of time after the 

conclusion of the Millennial Reign and the start of eternity where Satan deceives the nations, but 

there is no scriptural evidence for this.  Another possibility is that Satan’s release from the Abyss 

occurs after 1,000 360-day biblical years, or about 986 calendar years.  This seems to better align 

with scripture.  This would also give Satan around 14 years until the end of the 1,000-calendar-

year Millennial Reign to tempt man one final time, raise an army, and mount an insurrection.  Then 

at the end of the Millennial Reign, there is a final war that will consist of a confederation of nations, 

who are quickly defeated.  John calls this a Gog and Magog War as a metaphor to help illustrate 

the nature of this war (Rhodes, 2012).  Because of the increased lifespans, those that will rebel will 

be like the sand of the sea, but fire will come down from heaven to consume them (Revelation 

20:8-9).   

An Interesting thought exercise shows that if only 1% of the population entering the Battle 

of Armageddon remains alive at the end of the Tribulation Period and only 1% of those remain 

after the subsequent sheep and goats judgment, then only 400,000 would enter the Millennial 

Kingdom.  This analysis appears to match Isaiah’s prophecy that God “will make man scarcer than 

gold, and mankind more rare than the gold of Ophir (Isaiah 13:12, HCSB).”  Currently, the 

population doubles every 70 years, and if one assumes that this remains the same even with the 

increased lifespans, then by the end of the Millennial Reign the population would be restored to 
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the pre-tribulation value of approximately 7.9 billion people.  If only 1% have not accepted Christ 

at the end of the Millennial Reign and rebel, then Satan’s army will include about 79 million 

people.   

The population still alive at the conclusion of the Millennial Reign will be sifted like wheat 

and weeds or fish in a net (cf. Matthew 13:24-30,47-50), destroying the wicked.  Being anathema, 

Satan is already judged and will then be thrown directly into the lake of fire with the Antichrist 

and False Prophet to be tormented for eternity (Revelation 20:10; Matthew 25:41; 2 Peter 2:4).  

The final act taken during the Millennial Reign of Christ is for Jesus to hold the Great White 

Throne judgment for everyone throughout the ages that were not already judged at the Bema Seat 

of Christ because they were either part of the church and judged after the rapture (cf. Revelation 

20:11-15; John 5:22-23; Philippians 2:10-11; Romans 2:16) or had died in Christ during the 

Tribulation Period and also judged prior to entering the Millennial Kingdom.   

Here, all that died throughout the ages up to and including the Millennial Kingdom are 

resurrected (Revelation 20:5).  These people, along with all those that survived the Millennial 

Reign are given immortal bodies and judged.  Those that are not found in the Book of Life are 

judged according to their works (Matthew 12:36-37; Revelation 20:12-13) and those that are listed 

in the Book of Life are judged on how they lived for Christ just as they would have, had they stood 

before the Bema Seat of Christ.  Those found in the Book of Life would include the believers from 

the Millennial Reign of Christ, both living and dead.  Scripture states that those that are not found 

in the Book of Life are thrown into the lake of fire (Revelation 20:14-15) for eternity (Matthew 

25:46; 2 Thessalonians 1:8-9) where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth (Matthew 13:41-

42).  Those that are found in the Book of Life are ushered into eternity along with all the saints 

from the previous ages.  These judgments are just because none are without excuse (Romans 1:20-

22, 2:12-15). 
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Eternity 

Eternity is the end state for and restoration of all things.  Here, Jesus delivers the kingdom 

back to God the Father and the universe is restored to its pristine state as it was intended to be prior 

to the fall of man.  Those that enter this state are the ones that are faithful to Christ and 

incorruptible. This is the restoration of Eden. 

The Kingdom Delivered and the Universe Restored 

With all of God’s enemies defeated, including death, eternity is then ushered in, and the 

kingdom is delivered to God the Father: 

Then comes the end, when He hands over the kingdom to God the Father, when He 

abolishes all rule and all authority and power.  For He must reign until He puts all His 

enemies under His feet.  The last enemy to be abolished is death.  For God has put 

everything under His feet.  But when it says “everything” is put under Him, it is obvious 

that He who puts everything under Him is the exception.  And when everything is subject 

to Christ, then the Son Himself will also be subject to the One who subjected everything to 

Him, so that God may be all in all (1 Corinthians 15:24-28, HCSB). 

According to GotQuestions (“What does the Bible teach about the Trinity?”, 2020), it is important 

to note that even though Jesus is completely equal to the Father as part of the Triune God (cf. John 

1:1,14, 8:58, 10:30; Philippians 2:5-11; Colossians 2:9; 1 John 5:20), Jesus is still under the 

authority of the Father (cf. Luke 22:42; John 5:36, 14:28, 20:21; 1 John 4:14; 1 Corinthians 11:3).  

There are specific roles for the Father (cf. 1 Corinthians 8:6; John 3:16-17, 4:42, 5:17, 14:10; 

Revelation 1:1, 4:11), for the Son (cf. 1 Corinthians 8:6; John 1:1,3, 16:12-15; Matthew 1:21, 

11:27; Colossians 1:15-18; 2 Corinthians 5:19; Revelation 1:1) and for the Holy Spirit (cf. Genesis 

1:2; Job 26:13; Psalm 104:30; Isaiah 61:1; John 3:6, 16:12-15; Acts 10:38; Ephesians 3:5; 1 Peter 

1:2; 2 Peter 1:21; Titus 3:5) as part of the Trinity.  One of Jesus’ roles is to be the mediator between 
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man and God (1 Timothy 2:5) and with this role now complete, Jesus voluntarily surrenders the 

kingdom to God the Father (1 Corinthians 15:24-25). 

The current universe is cursed (Genesis 3:17-18) and subject to decay (Romans 8:20-22).  

Therefore, the earth, the first heaven (i.e., the atmosphere) (Job 35:5), and the second heaven (i.e., 

the stellar universe) (Genesis 1:17; Deuteronomy 17:3) must be destroyed and remade by Jesus 

(cf. Psalm 102:25-26; Isaiah 51:6; Matthew 24:35; John 1:3; 2 Peter 3:7-13; Colossians 1:16-17) 

and purified of all evil, sin, suffering, and death (cf. Matthew 19:28; Acts 3:21; Isaiah 65:17-25, 

66:22; Ezekiel 28:25-26, 34:25-30).  This new universe will be beyond comprehension (1 

Corinthians 2:9) where those that enter this kingdom will share in Christ’s inheritance and “shall 

inherit all things (Revelation 21:7, NKJV),” which will surpass anything and everything 

imaginable (cf. Isaiah 53:12; Romans 8:17-18).  With the creation of the new heaven and earth, 

the sea will no longer exist (Revelation 21:1).  As the new universe is ushered in, there will be a 

great feast and celebration (Isaiah 25:6-8). 

The New Jerusalem 

A new Jerusalem, described as a gigantic and brilliant jewel that shines with God’s glory, 

will then come down from heaven (Revelation 21:2,10-21).  This is the eternal house that Jesus 

said he was preparing (John 14:2-3; Hebrews 11:16).  Scripture has pointed to this glorious city 

with the use of precious stones in the construction of the ephod, which included 12 gemstones 

(Exodus 28:17-20), the use of costly stones in the construction of Solomon’s Temple (1 Kings 7:9-

10) as well as the construction of the reservoir (1 Kings 7:25), and the organization of the camps 

while Israel was in the wilderness (Numbers 2).  Scholars note that the number 12 is representative 

of governmental perfections, which is why there are repeated instances of the number 12 in 

reference to the city as seen with the 12 gates, 12 foundations, 12 angels, 12,000 stadia, and 144 

cubits.   
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Rhodes (2012) states that the 12 angels that guard the gates (Revelation 21:12) are doing 

so in their role as ministering spirits to those that have received their inheritance (Hebrews 1:14), 

that the names of the 12 tribes of Israel that are written on the gates (Revelation 21:12) are there 

to remind the inhabitants that “salvation is from the Jews (John 4:22, HCSB),” and that the names 

of the apostles that are written on the foundations (Revelation 21:14) are there to remind the 

inhabitants that the church was built upon these Godly men (Ephesians 2:20).  The city will 

measure 12,000 stadia, or approximately 1,380 miles, in length, width, and height (Revelation 

21:16).  Scripture also states that the walls were measured to be 144 cubits, or approximately 214 

feet (Revelation 21:17).  Given that the height of the city is already known to be 12,000 stadia, 

scholars believe that this measurement represents the thickness of the walls and is recorded to 

signify the great strength of the city.   

Some scholars prefer to envision the city shaped as a pyramid, citing that the “alter to the 

Lord in the center of the land of Egypt and a pillar to the Lord near her border (Isaiah 19:19, 

HCSB)” is a reference to the Great Pyramid of Giza.  The name Giza means border and the Great 

Pyramid stands at the border of Upper and Lower Egypt, which is also in the center of the land of 

Egypt.  These scholars believe this also references New Jerusalem because Isaiah connects this 

prophecy to the end times by stating that it “will be a sign and witness to the Lord of Hosts in the 

land of Egypt.  When they cry out to the Lord because of their oppressors, He will send them a 

savior and leader, and he will rescue them (Isaiah 19:20, HCSB).”  Other scholars prefer to 

consider it shaped as a cube because the Holy of Holies in Solomon’s Temple was cube-shaped (1 

Kings 6:20).  Both theories are highly speculative, but given the prevalence of pyramids 

throughout the world and Satan’s propensity to mimic God to confuse humanity, New Jerusalem 

may more likely be pyramid-shaped. 
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Put in perspective, Figure 13 shows that the city would cover an area of approximately 1.9 

million square miles, running from Bangor, ME in the east to Sioux Falls, SD in the west and from 

Houston, TX in the south to Winnipeg, Canada in the north.  Additionally, most satellites, 

including the International Space Station, orbit the Earth at a distance between 200 and 400 miles, 

but this city will extend another 1,000 to 1,200 miles above that.  Rhodes (2012) notes that this 

would give the city the capacity to house 20 billion residents, each having a private 75-acre cube, 

with plenty of room for parks, streets, and other things found in a typical city. 

 

Figure 13: The Size of New Jerusalem 

The Inhabitants of Eternity 

There is little detail in scripture regarding those that enter eternity.  Therefore, there are 

many different theories regarding this subject.  Scripture does detail that there will not be a 

sanctuary in the city because God will be its sanctuary (Revelation 21:22).  Nor will the city need 

light because God’s glory will illuminate it (Revelation 21:23-25, 22:5; Isaiah 60:19-20; Ezekiel 

44:4-5; 1 John 1:5; James 1:17).  Also, nothing profane will ever enter it (Revelation 21:26-27; 

Romans 4:11,13,20-24; Hebrews 10:14).  Within the city, there will be a river of life that flows 

from the throne of God (Revelation 22:1-2; Ezekiel 47:1-12).   
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The tree of life will also be on both sides of this river, bearing twelve kinds of fruit each 

month and whose leaves provide healing to the nations (Revelation 22:2-3).  It could be that there 

are multiple trees that are collectively known as the tree of life or that there is one tree that has 

multiple trunks, similar to a banyan tree.  God will dwell in the city where the people will serve 

Him (Revelation 22:3), know Him and see His face (Revelation 22:4; 1 John 3:2), and they will 

reign forever and ever (Revelation 22:5). 

While most scholars agree that the river of life (Revelation 22:1) and the tree of life 

(Revelation 22:2) are literal elements of the New Jerusalem in eternity, most scholars also 

spiritualize the reason for them being there to remain conservative and avoid conjecture due to the 

lack of any additional scriptural context.  Jesus referred to the river of life when He spoke with the 

woman at the well (John 4:10) and Rhodes (2012) believes that this river is symbolic of the 

perpetual outpouring of spiritual blessing and the abundance of spiritual life that will characterize 

those who are living in the city.  Bell (“What It Will Be Like For The Redeemed”, 2023) also notes 

that a believer’s spiritual vitality is very important to God, which is why “the Lord will supply our 

every need physically, emotionally, and spiritually so that the joy of heaven will never fade or 

become same old same old.”  Bell (“What It Will Be Like For The Redeemed”, 2023) therefore 

concludes that the “river of the water of life that flows from the throne of God and of the Lamb 

represents the vitality of the life-giving clear pure water of eternal life.”   

Additionally, Rhodes (2012) takes the scriptural references to the tree of life symbolically, 

noting that because eternity is the perfect and eternal state, the idea of healing cannot mean that 

there is any form of sickness or hurts that need to be renewed.  Instead, Rhodes (2012) believes 

that it means that the tree of life promotes the enjoyment of life.  Bell (“What It Will Be Like For 

The Redeemed”, 2023) also concludes that the tree of life represents “the nourishing, therapeutic 

enjoyment of life in the new Jerusalem” because the word used in scripture that is usually translated 
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as ‘healing’ in the context of the healing of the nations (Revelation 22:2) primarily denotes care 

and attention, rather than physical healing and also because the removal of the curse (Revelation 

22:3) “will set us free from ever having to deal with sin and its insidious effect again.” 

One potentially significant issue with this theory is that it does not follow the primary 

tenant for biblical interpretation, which states that scripture should be interpreted literally unless 

obvious symbolism is used, and some scholars disagree that the descriptions of the tree and river 

of life should be taken symbolically.  Many scholars believe that those entering eternity, which 

includes those that were faithful to Christ during the Millennial Reign and either remained alive 

throughout the Millennial Reign or had died during that time and are now resurrected, are given 

their glorified bodies at the start of eternity after facing judgment at the Bema Seat of Christ.  This 

symbolic interpretation is required to fit this theory that everyone living in the eternal state have 

immortal, glorified bodies that require no food or healing and that there are no nations.  This theory 

also leaves open the question of who resides outside the city of New Jerusalem and what the 

purpose of the eternal state is. 

Other scholars take a more literal approach to these verses.  They note that the tree of life 

produces a different fruit every month (Revelation 22:2), which means that seasons and years are 

still counted.  Also, if one assumes that those that remained faithful to Christ and remained alive 

at the conclusion of the Millennial Reign to enter eternity remain mortal, then the “healing of the 

nations (Revelation 22:2, HCSB)” would make sense in its literal interpretation.  The fruit from 

the tree of life would provide the population’s food supply and the leaves would provide medical 

benefits to preserve their lives for eternity.  This is a plausible assumption because Jesus ate fish 

when he returned to see His Disciples after His resurrection (Luke 24:41-43).   

In continuing this paradigm, these mortals would be the new Adams and Eves that 

repopulate the world, and possibly the universe, as God had intended in the beginning (Genesis 
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1:28; Hebrews 2:5).  However, this assumes that these mortals have been transformed so that they 

are in the same state that Adam and Eve were in prior to the fall.  They would no longer have a sin 

nature, but would not have immortal, glorified bodies.  Satan was released at the end of the 

Millennial Reign as the final test for corruptible mortals, but if these mortals are now incorruptible, 

such tests throughout eternity would no longer be needed because scripture states that “there will 

no longer be any curse (Revelation 22:3, HCSB).”  The fact that the curse is removed supports the 

assumption that man will no longer have a sin nature, but scripture does not provide any indication 

on how that curse is lifted.   

Scripture states that those that have been resurrected, been given immortal, glorified 

bodies, and who reigned with Christ in the Millennial Kingdom as priests, live within the walls of 

New Jerusalem (1 Corinthians 15:52-53; 1 Peter 2:9; Revelation 5:10).  However, the role of being 

priests may only be limited to the Millennial Kingdom (Revelation 20:6) because as sinless 

mortals, they will be able to see and interact with God directly as Adam and Eve did before the 

fall (Genesis 2:15-25; 1 John 3:2; Revelation 22:4).  In this scenario, the mortals that now 

repopulate the world reside outside the city, but have access to it, because the gates remain open 

for the nations to bring glory and honor (Revelation 21:25-27). 

Unfortunately, scripture is silent on the state of those that survive the Millennial Reign and 

enter eternity.  Therefore, assumptions and conjecture must be made for any theory regarding this, 

making all theories highly speculative.  Each theory presented has both advantages and flaws 

because of the way scripture is interpreted and the assumptions that need to be made.  Without 

solid scriptural guidance, this topic will remain a mystery until God chooses to reveal the answer. 

Final Admonition 

In conclusion, John stated that he was given the prophecies in the book of Revelation by 

Jesus while imprisoned on the island of Patmos (Revelation 1:9-20), that those who study them 
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will be blessed and given rewards, that they are true because Jesus sent His angel to attest to these 

events, that Jesus is coming soon, and that the time is near for these events to occur.  The angel 

that showed John these things stressed that these things are “faithful and true (Revelation 22:6, 

HCSB)” and that these events are imminent (Revelation 22:6-7, 12, 20).  This angel is one of the 

seven angels that had held the seven bowls filled with the seven last plagues (Revelation 21:9).   

He is most likely the archangel Gabriel, who is God’s messenger, and is the same angel that had 

interpreted Daniel’s visions of the end times (Daniel 8:16, 9:21, 10:10-14).   

This prophecy is the same one that was given to Daniel, which is evidenced by several 

parallel events described in each vision.  Figure 14 shows the parallels in the description of God’s 

throne room in heaven and Figure 15 shows the parallels in the description of the beast.  

 

Figure 14: Parallels in Daniel’s and John’s Vision of God’s Throne Room 

Daniel was told to seal up the prophecy until the end times (Daniel 12:4, 9) because the time was 

not yet right for the details of the vision to be revealed, meaning that the vision would not be 

understood.  John was told not to seal up the prophecies described in the book of Revelation 

The Throne Room of God Daniel John

Daniel and John are brought into their respective visions Da. 7:9 Rv. 4:1

God is seen sitting on His throne in heaven Da. 7:9 Rv. 4:2-3

Heavenly servants surround God's throne Da. 7:10 Rv. 4:4

There is fire before God’s throne Da. 7:9-10 Rv. 4:5

There is an image of a sea Da. 7:2-3 Rv. 4:6

Books are opened before the throne Da. 7:10 Rv. 5:1-14

A divine figure approaches God’s throne to receive authority to 

reign forever over a kingdom that includes those from all peoples, 

nations, and languages

Da. 7:13-14 Rv. 5:5-7, 9, 12-13

Daniel and John both had emotional experiences seeing the vision Da. 7:15 Rv. 5:4

Daniel and John both receive heavenly counsel about the vision 

from one of God’s servants 
Da. 7:16 Rv. 5:5

The saints are given authority to reign over a kingdom Da. 7:18, 22, 27 Rv. 5:10

Both visions mention God’s eternal reign Da. 7:27 Rv. 5:13-14
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because of the imminence of these events and because the vision could now be properly 

interpreted.  People would now be without excuse.   

 

Figure 15: Parallels in Daniel’s and John’s Vision of the Beast 

The unrighteous would be allowed to be unrighteous and the righteous to be righteous in full 

knowledge of these events so that when Jesus returns, He will repay each according to their work 

(Revelation 22:10-12; Daniel 12:10).   

The book of Revelation is about choices (Joshua 24:15), with the purpose of ensuring that 

the world is informed of and understands the events that are to come so that none can claim 

ignorance.  There are blessings for those that read and hear this prophecy (Revelation 1:3), die for 

Christ (Revelation 14:13), watch for His return (Revelation 16:15), are called to the Marriage 

Supper of the Lamb (Revelation 19:9), are part of the first resurrection (Revelation 20:6), and keep 

the sayings of this prophecy (Revelation 22:7).  These blessings will result in rewards (Revelation 

22:12-15), which may include greater responsibilities in the Millennial Kingdom, a more glorious 

resurrected body, and greater access throughout the new heaven and earth.   

As a final admonition, John notes that all are welcome to take the water of life freely 

(Revelation 22:17).  Bell (“Amen. Come, Lord Jesus,” 2023) notes that “the invitation Jesus gives 

to drink freely of the gift of the water of life remains open to anyone who sees their need for a 

The Description of the Beast Daniel John

The beast comes from the sea, having ten horns, and has the 

appearance of a leopard, bear, and lion 

Da. 7:2-8, 20, 24 

Da. 11:36
Rv. 13:1-2

The beast speaks boasts and blasphemies Da. 7:8, 11, 20, 25 Rv. 13:1, 5-6

The beast was given great power and authority to wage war against 

every tribe, people, language, and nation and conquer the saints for 

42 months 

Da. 7:21, 23, 25

Da. 8:24

Da. 11:7

Rv. 13:2, 5, 7

Many will be captured, plundered, and killed Da. 11:33 Rv. 13:10

People must worship the beast as a god or be killed* Da. 3:6, 15 Rv. 13:15

* Not part of Daniel’s visions, but occurred during Daniel’s time
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Savior to save them from being eternally banished from God’s kingdom because of their sin.”  Bell 

(“Amen. Come, Lord Jesus,” 2023) also states: 

Everything Jesus says in His closing comments is meant to deepen our understanding of 

our identity in Christ.  He is saying, know that you serve the one and only true God, know 

that you will be judged and rewarded on how you’ve lived your faith, know that your 

salvation set you apart from the godless, which should humble us with gratitude and 

thanksgiving, and know that you have been granted the right to enter God’s holy city as 

redeemed, cleansed, righteous children of God.  It is Jesus’ testimony to the church to 

embolden us to remain holy as we eagerly wait for the rapture to occur. 

However, should anyone add to these prophecies, as Eve added to the word of God (Genesis 3:3), 

God will subject them to the plagues described in the book of Revelation.  Additionally, should 

anyone take away from these prophecies, as Satan took away from the word of God (Genesis 3:4), 

God will take away their share of the tree of life and the holy city (Revelation 22:18-19).  While 

the Old Testament ends with a curse (Malachi 4:1-6), John ends with a blessing (Revelation 22:21). 
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Conclusions 

Signs of the Last Generation 

While it is impossible to determine the exact timing of the rapture, it may be possible to 

determine the timing of Christ’s glorious return (Matthew 24:36-51; Acts 1:7-8) and therefore 

determine an upper boundary for it.  In his first letter to the Thessalonians, Paul confirmed that the 

day and hour of the rapture cannot be known by stating:  

For you yourselves know very well that the Day of the Lord will come just like a thief in 

the night.  When they say, ‘Peace and security,’ then sudden destruction comes on them, 

like labor pains come on a pregnant woman, and they will not escape. (1 Thessalonians 

5:2-3, HCSB). 

However, Paul also confirmed that believers would know the season in which Christ’s return 

would occur by also stating: “But you, brothers, are not in the dark, for this day to overtake you 

like a thief (1 Thessalonians 5:4, HCSB).”  Therefore, one must first determine what the signs of 

Christ’s return are. 

The Rebirth of Israel 

The first set of signs pointing toward Christ’s imminent return center around Israel.  The 

first of these states that the nation of Israel will be brought back into existence on a single day 

(Isaiah 66:7-8) and as a single unified nation with Judah (Isaiah 26:19-21; Ezekiel 37:22).  Ezekiel 

describes this process with the Valley of Dry Bones prophecy.  As Ezekiel prophesied, “there was 

a noise, a rattling sound, and the bones came together, bone to bone (Ezekiel 37:7, HCSB).”  Then, 

“tendons appeared on them, flesh grew, and skin covered them, but there was no breath in them 

(Ezekiel 37:8, HCSB).”  Next, he prophesied “Breath, come from the four winds and breathe into 

these slain so that they may live (Ezekiel 37:9, HCSB)!”  Finally, Ezekiel prophesied about the 

reunification of Israel as one nation within the land that was promised to them (Ezekiel 37:15-28). 
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One can look at history and see that some of these events have been fulfilled.  In 1917 the 

Balfour Declaration announced British support for the establishment of a national home for the 

Jewish people in Palestine (cf. Ezekiel 37:4-8).  Then, on May 14, 1948, with the Jewish Agency 

Chairman David Ben-Gurion declaring Israel to be a nation and the United States recognizing 

Israel on that same day, “the State of Israel officially came into being upon termination of the 

British mandate in Palestine (‘State of Israel proclaimed’, 2010)” as prophesied (cf. Ezekiel 37:15-

22; Isaiah 66:7-8).  During the Six-Day war in 1967 (“Six-Day War”, 2019), the mountains of 

Israel were returned to them when Israel then won the Golan Heights (cf. Ezekiel 36:1-15).  

Jerusalem was recognized as Israel’s capital by the U.S. in 2017 (Landler, 2017).  What remains 

is for breath to enter them so that they come to life and stand on their feet (cf. Ezekiel 37:9-10).  

This will occur with the spiritual awakening in the aftermath of the Arab-Israeli War (cf. Isaiah 

17:7-8). 

Prior to the restoration of Israel, the land was a desolate, barren wasteland that was 

primarily marsh and desert.  The land was dead because it was not in the hands of its rightful 

owners, but God’s blessing restored the land when the Jews began to come back (Tsarfati, 2018).  

This is in fulfilment of God’s promise in Ezekiel 36:33-38.  Tsarfati (2018) also notes that: 

 Israel is only the size of New Jersey, but it contains five different climate zones.  These 

qualities did not come into existence when Israel declared independence in 1948; they had 

always been there.  But before Israel’s statehood, there was no manifestation of it, no 

careful utilization of this wonderful gift. 

This leads to the next sign, which is that Israel will have a thriving agriculture (cf. Isaiah 27:6, 

35:1) and that the Dead Sea will come to life (cf. Ezekiel 47:9-10).  According to Breaking Israel 

News (Bin Staff, 2020), “scientists have been shocked to discover that the sinkholes appearing 

around the sea are quickly filling up with fish and other forms of life previously unseen in the 
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inhospitable region.”  Israel’s tourist industry also touts the country’s success in shrinking the 

Negev Desert over the last century, which currently covers 60% of the country, by using modern 

agriculture technology.  This has turned the desert into green fields that produce a variety of crops, 

including cherry tomatoes that are 2-3 times sweeter than those produced elsewhere due to the 

unique growing conditions.  The Negev is also home to fish farms and olive groves.  Israel is now 

also one of the world’s leading citrus producers. 

A third sign is that Jerusalem will be the center of world conflict (cf. Zechariah 12:2-3) and 

there can be no doubt that this is true.  Every U.S. president since Jimmy Carter has attempted to 

broker peace treaties between Israel and her neighbors.  While each has had varying success, none 

have been fully accepted, let alone lasting.  One reason for this is that all these plans require Israel 

to give up land for peace.  Biblically, these are all doomed because the Bible states that once God 

gives Israel back the land promised to her, it will always remain in her possession (cf. Ezekiel 

36:12).   

A fourth sign is that the IDF will be a great army (cf. Ezekiel 37:10; Zechariah 12:6,8).  

Unfortunately, peace with Israel’s neighbors has not been realized.  Therefore, Israel has had to 

rely on its military to ensure her survival.  Despite Israel being such a small country and surrounded 

by vastly larger enemies, Israel has fought many wars against superior forces and has won all of 

them.  This includes the 1948 War of Independence, the 1967 Six-Day War, the 1973 Yom Kippur 

War, the 1986 and 2006 Lebanon Wars, and the 2008 Gaza War, along with many other smaller 

skirmishes. 

Recent events also indicate that the time horizon is short for the remaining prophetic events 

to occur.  While the rapture would most certainly reduce or eliminate U.S. influence in the Middle 

East, several events prior to the rapture are currently reducing U.S. influence in the region as well.  

For example, in the wake of the U.S. drone strike that killed Iran’s General Soleimani, Iraq 
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demanded that U.S. forces withdraw (Morgan, 2020), which could have had, and may still have, a 

destabilizing effect.  U.S. influence in the region is also being eliminated prior to the rapture by 

God raising up a U.S. president that is not supportive of Israel after the previous president that did 

righteously support Israel was rejected (cf. Daniel 2:21).  While that rejection was reversed, much 

damage had already been done. 

The disastrous effects of this were readily seen with the collapse of the Afghan government 

and the rise of the Taliban after the U.S. withdrawal (Shepp, 2021).  Additionally, Iran openly 

mocked the U.S. at the U.N. (Wolfgang, 2021), Turkey embraced closer ties with Russia (AP, 

2021), and the withdrawal of U.S. military support in Saudi Arabia further eroded the recent 

Middle East peace pact (Timmerman, 2021).  God has also raised up a new Israeli Prime Minister 

that formed the government with a coalition including Arab parties.  If this government proves to 

be weak or the Prime Minister is replaced, it will further embolden Israel’s neighbors against them.  

Also, there appears to be increased interest by Russia to exert control over oil fields in the region 

(Wolfgang, 2020).  As noted in Ezekiel 38:11-12, seizing spoil and plunder is a major factor in 

Russian involvement in the Gog and Magog War.   

Lastly, prophetic events are starting to be seen.  For example, Israel and the United Arab 

Emirates (UAE) signed the Abraham accords, a peace agreement normalizing relations between 

the two countries (JNS, 2020), during the first Trump administration.  This is the third country to 

sign such a deal after Egypt and Jordan, with the last agreement being signed by Jordan in 1994.  

President Trump hinted that additional Arab states my soon sign similar agreements, but the Biden 

administration abandoned the process, stalling it until Trump’s return for his second 

administration.  While a new peace treaty sounds positive for peace in the region, it may end up 

causing further instability with Turkey and Iran because of their backing of the Palestinians and 
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their belief that these peace agreements harm the Palestinian push for in independent state (Sidman, 

2020).  This increased instability would then lead to the prophesied Arab-Israeli War.   

More recently, Hamas took advantage of the weakness of the Biden administration and 

launched an unprecedented attack on Israel on October 7, 2023, which was Yom Kippur, and could 

be the prophesied Arab-Israeli War.  The attack killed about 1,200 people, primarily Israeli citizens 

that included women and children, making it the deadliest day for Israel since its independence. 

More than 240 people were also taken hostage during the attack, which started a protracted war 

with Israel.  The Gaza Conflict, as it became known, was ended in October 2025 when Jared 

Kushner negotiated the Gaza peace plan between Israel, Hamas, and other surrounding nations 

(Abdalla, 2025).  This peace agreement was heralded as providing “peace and security” for the 

Middle East.  While this sounds positive, one cannot miss the biblical implications of this and note 

the reference to 1 Thessalonians 5:3, which states “When they say, ‘Peace and security,’ then 

sudden destruction comes on them.” 

Additionally, while the U.S. had a weak president, other world adversaries such as Russia 

(Koffler, 2022), China (Cheung & Lendon, 2021), and North Korea (Keene, 2021) have been 

further emboldened to bring further instability.  Much of this weakness may stem from the bribery 

and influence peddling allegations against President Biden (Committee On Oversight and 

Accountability, 2023).  If proven true, these charges would explain much of the weakness shown 

because of the likelihood that America’s adversaries have blackmail material on President Biden. 

This instability caused by these adversaries could predicate some of the conditions necessary for 

the Gog and Magog War against Israel. 

The Rise of the Babylonian System 

As God restores Israel, it is no surprise that Satan would restore the Babylonian system of 

government to attempt to thwart God’s plan.  Just as the restoration of Israel was prophesied, the 
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rise of the Babylonian system was also prophesied.  Daniel interpreted God’s judgment on 

Belshazzar (Daniel 5:18-30) and accurately predicted that the kingdom of Babylon would be 

conquered and Belshazzar killed.  In addition to the explicit prophecy that was fulfilled, there is a 

deeper meaning to the inscription that was written on the wall by that disembodied hand.  The 

words inscribed are also units of money and have the following values: 

Mene = a mina, which is 50 shekels 

Tekel = a shekel 

Parsin = ½ mina, or 25 shekels 

Therefore, mene mene tekel parsin translates to 50+50+1+25, or 126 shekels.  However, 

the smallest unit of Hebrew currency is a gerah and there are 20 gerahs to a shekel.  This, then, 

totals 2,520 gerahs.  In prophetic timelines, each unit translates to 360-day biblical years, so this 

indicates that something should happen in 2,520 biblical years, or approximately 2,486 calendar 

years, from when Babylon was conquered by the Medes.  Interestingly, this is the same length of 

time for Israel’s seven-fold punishment for disobedience (Ezekiel 4:4-6; Jeremiah 25:8-11; 

Leviticus 26:18-28).  Cyrus conquered Babylon in 539 BC, so this prophecy indicates that a new 

Babylonian system of government would rise 2,520 biblical years later (i.e., in 1948, which is 

2,486 calendar years later), which coincides with the rebirth of the nation of Israel, as shown in 

Figure 16. 

 

Figure 16: The Rise of the Babylonian System of Government 
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History shows that there were several actions taken to create a world government during 

this period.  The United Nations (UN) was created in 1945. The International Monetary Fund 

(IMF) and World Bank became operational in 1947.  Also, the committee which proposed the 

partition of Palestine into separate Jewish and Arab states, which set the stage for the creation of 

Israel in 1948, was established in 1947.  In 1948, the World Health Organization (WHO) was 

created, negotiations for the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) began, and the Marshall 

Plan, which laid the foundation for future transnational institutions like the European Union (EU), 

was implemented.  While these events do not align prophetically, they appear to be the precursors 

of the Babylonian system that will eventually grow into the Antichrist’s world government. 

The State of the World 

In addition to the signs concerning re-emergence of Israel and the Babylonian system 

during the last generation, there are several signs regarding the heavens, people, technology, 

environment, and government leading up to Christ’s return.  Astrologically, one sign has already 

been seen in the stars to warn that judgment is coming and is depicted in Figure 17.   

 

Figure 17: Signs in the Heavens 

Scripture describes “a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet and a crown of 

twelve stars on her head.  She was pregnant and cried out in pain as she was about to give birth. 

(Revelation 12:1-2, HCSB).”  This event occurred for the first time in 7000 years on September 
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23, 2017.  Many misinterpreted this sign and believed that it would coincide with the rapture of 

the church.  It was, instead, a warning sign pointing toward the impending judgments as a message 

to repent.   

The earthly signs begin with the people.  Paul’s second letter to Timothy provides a 

scathing description of the attitude of people during this time: 

But know this: Difficult times will come in the last days.  For people will be lovers of self, 

lovers of money, boastful, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy, 

unloving, irreconcilable, slanderers, without self-control, brutal, without love for what is 

good, traitors, reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, holding to 

the form of godliness but denying its power.  Avoid these people!  For among them are 

those who worm their way into households and capture idle women burdened down with 

sins, led along by a variety of passions, always learning and never able to come to a 

knowledge of the truth (2 Timothy 3:1-7, HCSB). 

It is clear from this description that this generation is self-centered and wants nothing to do with 

God (2 Timothy 3:1-4).  Even though they may profess faith, they are at best hypocrites (2 Timothy 

3:5) and at worst professing a false faith (2 Timothy 4:3-4) or occult practices (1 Timothy 4:1-2).  

Also, though they may be well educated, they have no understanding of truth (2 Timothy 3:6-7).  

With this, many false messiahs will come to deceive the world (Matthew 24:23-24) and deny the 

second coming of Christ (2 Peter 3:3-4).   

It would be impossible to deny that all this is currently seen in the world today, especially 

considering the general disregard for unborn human life (Shaw, 2019), the explosion in the 

delusion of transgenderism (Ceron, 2022), as well as the recent rioting, looting, and gaslighting of 

history by Marxist and anarchist groups like Black Lives Matter (Park, 2020) and Antifa (Arama, 

2020).  From a U.S. perspective, this moral decline will have far reaching effects.  The impacts 
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caused by the chaos created will affect both believers and nonbelievers alike.  Also, it will bring 

judgment on the entire country, removing the U.S. as a superpower.  This may be one reason why 

the U.S. is unable or unwilling to support Israel in the upcoming Gog and Magog War (Ezekiel 

38:13). 

The next sign that this is the last generation is that the technology necessary to fulfill certain 

prophecies in Revelation currently exist.  For example, this is the first generation to have nuclear 

weapons which allow mankind to destroy the world (cf. Revelation 8:7).  Advances in gene editing 

through technologies like CRISPR are raising the specters of creating accidental pathogens or 

intentional bioweapons that pose a grave threat to mankind (Allen, 2022).  Additionally, advances 

in brain-mapping technologies are giving scientists the ‘godlike’ power to manipulate biology and 

alter neural function using digital devices (Allen, 2022).  People will be further deceived by this 

false gospel that man is in control of his destiny and cause the one true God to put an end to things 

as He did when man created the Tower of Babel (Genesis 11:1-9).   

Additionally, computers are powerful enough now and General Artificial Intelligence 

(GenAI) is becoming mature enough to track all financial transactions.  The use of digital currency 

allows for instantaneous transactions and borderless transfer-of-ownership, but such currency can 

only be owned and spent using electronic wallets or designated networks, giving the Antichrist 

complete control of the economy (Salus, 2019).  Additionally, Radio-Frequency Identification 

(RFID) can be used to create the mark of the beast that controls the ability to buy and sell in a 

global cashless economy (Revelation 13:16-17).  Also, the global Internet as well as cable and 

satellite news will allow everyone to see the two witnesses martyred, resurrected, and raptured live 

(Revelation 11:7-14).  Dr. Jeremiah (2019) notes that this rapture will be visible for all to see, 

similar to when Christ ascended to heaven from the Mount of Olives (Acts 1:9-11), but unlike the 

rapture of the church which is in the blink of an eye (1 Corinthians 15:52).   
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The three main technologies that will comprise the beast system of Revelation 13 will 

include GenAI, Central Bank Digital Currencies (CBDCs), and transhumanism.  These 

technologies will start out innocent enough and be beneficial but will quickly be corrupted to 

enslave the population.  CBDCs will be the “front end” of the beast economic system.  The promise 

is that this will increase economic safety and security through strong encryption and biometric 

passwords to eliminate fraud and theft.  CBDCs are also purported to be resistant to inflation and 

be more like gold than fiat currency.  The compromise is that it allows for complete government 

control.  All buying and selling must go through the system and all transactions are recorded.  

Unapproved organizations will be debanked and unapproved products or services will be 

unallowed.  Money in personal or business accounts comes with conditions and rules, such as 

expiration dates, consumption quotas, and geofencing.  If the transaction does not meet the 

conditions, the money vanishes from the account. 

GenAI is a tool, and like any tool, it can be used to do both good and bad.  It is good for 

analyzing large data sets and wordsmithing.  It is easy to use and provides answers more efficiently, 

but it makes people lazy and they pay for its mistakes if they do not validate the results provided.  

GenAI is unique in its ability to do evil.  In its current form, it is a sycophant and can cause both 

mental and physical harm by feeding into user’s delusions and mental illnesses.  It has also been 

known to use immoral acts for self-preservation, such as bribery and deceit.  GenAI will control 

the “back end” of the beast economic system.  All transactions will be monitored, and social scores 

will be applied to either allow or bar transactions. 

Transhumanism, which is the act of implanting technology to augment human capabilities, 

will complete the beast system.  This starts with purely therapeutic augmentations, such as 

resolving hearing loss, vision loss, or the loss of mobility.  It then turns into enhancements.  This 

can include things such as implantable chips that provide a digital ID for rapid access to medical 
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and financial records or digital wallets for payment systems.  Enhancements could also include 

augmented cognitive functions, such as augmented reality vision that overlays digital information, 

super-human hearing, or improved memory.  A network chip could also allow direct access to 

internet data to provide direct-to-brain audio and video presentation, as well as direct audio, video, 

and text communication.  Remote sensing, such as seeing or hearing through another person’s eyes 

and ears, could also be possible.  The dark side to this is that there will be no personal 

communication or thoughts because these chips will record and transmit everything to the central 

GenAI.  Personal thoughts and beliefs could also easily be supplanted by AI directives.  Like a 

narcotic, good thoughts will be rewarded, and bad thoughts will be punished.  This is why 

Revelation says that anyone that takes the mark of the beast cannot be saved.  People will be trained 

to hate God. 

Despite the dangers that these technological advances pose, they also provide opportunities 

to spread God’s word.  The gospel is being spread throughout the world in every language through 

online and electronic versions of the Bible as well as through global broadcasts of Christian 

programs via the Internet (cf. Revelation 14:6).  This will be an ever-increasing method for 

spreading the gospel as the world gets closer to the Tribulation Period.  Paul has shown that 

significant events, such as the resurrection of Christ, will lead people to seek information about 

prophecy (cf. Acts 2:14-42, 8:26-40, 13:27-31, 17:2-3,10-12, 18:5, 26:22-27).  The rapture of the 

church will present another significant opportunity to spread the gospel and the best way to find 

that information will be through the Internet.  However, while many will read the gospel and come 

to know Christ as their savior, many more will still be deceived and turn away from Christ.  

Because of this generation’s reliance on technology, they will put their faith in science rather than 

Christ.  Demons potentially posing as extraterrestrials will further promote this belief.  There are 
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many reports in today’s news that is already promoting the idea that extraterrestrials exist, 

including the declassification of UFO sightings by the U.S. military (Palwyk, 2020). 

The recent COVID-19 virus scare provides another prime example of these birth pains.  

The fear of this virus has caused people to panic and hoard supplies (Ryan, 2020).  It has also 

caused markets to tumble (Nguyen, 2020).  Additionally, the mandates to take experimental gene 

therapies to combat COVID-19, even though there are cheap and effective alternate solutions, are 

a foreshadowing of the mark of the beast that are conditioning the population to submit to the 

government or face economic and social repercussions.   

Robinson (2021) provides further evidence of this by noting that the patent for the Moderna 

vaccine lists Luciferase as an ingredient, which is an enzyme that can produce bioluminescence 

and is used to tag cells or proteins so that they can be tracked.  Robinson (2021) also states that 

the Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency (DARPA) is “fighting with Moderna over the 

ownership the COVID vaccine because DARPA has ‘funded and implantable biochip’ that could 

be used ‘to deploy’ it” and be detectable by an app on a smartphone.  Finally, Robinson (2021) 

states that the pharmaceutical companies and government are developing future vaccine shots that 

have ‘dissolvable needles’ and quantum dot tattoos along with other technologies that enable 

embedding vaccine records beneath the skin with invisible ink such that people can be tagged and 

tracked.  Notably, MIT is currently developing subcutaneous vaccine passports using these 

quantum dot and microneedle technologies through funding by the Bill and Melinda Gates 

Foundation and the Koch Institute for Integrative Cancer Research (“Introducing subcutaneous 

vaccine passports”, 2021). 

Another sign that this is the final generation is that there will be major environmental 

changes, such as famines and earthquakes as shown in Figure 18.  The signs of these birth pains, 

as described by Jesus in the Olivet discourse (Matthew 24:7-8), are clearly visible.  According to 
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data from the U.S. National Centers for Environmental Information, earthquakes are on the rise 

(NOAA, 2020).   

 

Figure 18: Earthquake Trends 

There also appears to be direct evidence that the battle of Armageddon is close at hand.  As 

the battle begins, Revelation 19:17-18 states that an angel calls all the birds to feast on the dead.  

According to CNN (Robertson, 2014), 540 species of birds, including 25 species of raptors, are 

migrating to Galilee, west of the Golan Heights, in what the author describes as miraculous 

numbers since Israel started restoring the wetlands in the 1990s.  Many sources estimate that 500 

million birds migrate to the area, with many staying the entire winter, due to the plentiful food, the 

favorable winds and thermals needed for migration, and Israel’s strategic location between Europe 

and Africa. 

One final sign that this is the last generation is the establishment of a one-world government 

(cf. Daniel 2:31-45, 7:1-48; Revelation 13:1-3, 17:9-10).  With the moral decline causing countries 

such as the United States to lose influence in the world, the Antichrist will be able to fill this power 

void by establishing a worldwide government.  Many people wonder how the Antichrist will 

establish his one-world government and persuade Israel to sign a peace deal.  While the underlying 

geopolitical conditions that give rise to the Antichrist are unknowable, one must only look at the 
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2020 COVID-19 virus scare to see how the Antichrist will rise to power.  In the case of COVID-

19, corrupt politicians, government officials, and pharmaceutical companies hid the truth about 

low-cost, safe, and effective cures (Huber, 2022) to line their pockets with vaccine royalties and 

to hide their involvement with the gain-of-function research that led to the accidental release of 

the virus (Browne, 2021), while simultaneously ignoring the injuries caused by the mRNA 

vaccines (Krug & Duriseti, 2023).  Similarly, during the Tribulation Period, the Antichrist will 

employ the same disinformation tactics to gain power and control over the world’s population. 

Without faith in God, fear will grip the world due to some global disaster and people will 

mistakenly flock to anyone that provides a message of hope that can calm the panic and stop the 

chaos.  The Antichrist will masterfully exploit that fear to his advantage and there will be no 

question about taking the mark of the beast if it means having safety, stability, and necessities such 

as food, clothing, and shelter.  Instead of providing salvation, faith in the Antichrist will only 

ensure that the war and pestilence that people fear are inflicted upon them.  However, if one would 

only have faith in God, He has promised to protect believers: 

He Himself will deliver you from the hunter’s net, from the destructive plague.  He will 

cover you with His feathers; you will take refuge under His wings.  His faithfulness will 

be a protective shield.  You will not fear the terror of the night, the arrow that flies by day, 

the plague that stalks in darkness, or the pestilence that ravages at noon.  Though a thousand 

fall at your side and ten thousand at your right hand, the pestilence will not reach you.  You 

will only see it with your eyes and witness the punishment of the wicked.  Because you 

have made the Lord—my refuge, the Most High—your dwelling place, no harm will come 

to you; no plague will come near your tent.  For He will give His angels orders concerning 

you, to protect you in all your ways.  They will support you with their hands so that you 
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will not strike your foot against a stone.  You will tread on the lion and the cobra; you will 

trample the young lion and the serpent (Psalm 91:3-13, HCSB). 

God has not only promised to protect believers from the upcoming trials, which include the birth 

pains prior to the rapture of the church as well as the judgments during the Tribulation Period for 

those that come to know Him after the rapture, but unlike the Antichrist, He can also be trusted to 

fulfill those promises (cf. Genesis 28:15; Numbers 23:19; Joshua 21:45, 23:14; Psalms 119:140, 

145:13; 1 Thessalonians 5:24; Hebrews 10:23; 2 Corinthians 1:20). 

Proposed Future Timeline 

In the Olivet Discourse, Jesus stated: “This generation will certainly not pass away until 

all these things take place (Matthew 24:34, HCSB).”  In this context ‘all these things’ references 

everything that He has discussed up to that point, which includes the birth pangs prior to the 

Tribulation Period, the Tribulation Period itself, and His return.  Also, ‘this generation’ references 

the generation that witnesses all these events.  The first question that must be answered, then, is 

what is the length of a generation?  According to Genesis 6:3, God set a limit to mankind’s days 

to be 120 years.  However, scripture also states that “our lives last seventy years or, if we are 

strong, eighty years. (Psalm 90:10, HCSB).”  Additionally, Israel was in bondage for 400 years, 

or four generations (Genesis 15:13-16; Exodus 12:40), indicating that a generation is 100 years.  

Therefore, assessing the length of a generation remains problematically unclear. 

The next question that must be answered is when does or did this generation begin?  Jesus 

made this statement in the context of the parable from the fig tree, stating: “As soon as its branch 

becomes tender and sprouts leaves, you know that summer is near.  In the same way, when you 

see all these things, recognize that He is near—at the door (Matthew 24:32-33, HCSB)!”  The 

reference to a fig tree is a representation of Israel.  Therefore, the final generation would begin 

when the state of Israel is reborn. 
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It may be possible to narrow down the timeframe more explicitly for the remaining end-

time events.  Figure 32 in Appendix A details the timing of these events.  To confirm the validity 

of this timing, an analysis of the overall biblical timeline was performed where each date identified 

in the Bible was plotted and, where applicable, corroborated with other biblical events and 

historical records.  The timing of the remaining end-time events is consistent with the overall 

biblical timeline and unfulfilled prophecy.  Figure 34 through Figure 52 in Appendix B detail the 

events listed in the Bible and document the overall redemptive history since the day of creation.   

As shown in Figure 19, if one takes the Balfour Declaration as the point where the branches 

of the fig tree become tender and sprouts leaves (Matthew 24:32) and one uses 120 years as the 

length of the final generation (Genesis 6:3), the final generation will start in 1917 and culminate 

in 2037 with Christ’s return.   

 

Figure 19: Analysis of the Final Generation 

Additionally, if one uses Psalm 90’s 70-year definition of a generation to calculate the lifespan of 

Israel in the final days and one also uses the reclamation of Jerusalem and Samaria (i.e., the West 

Bank) along with the Temple Mount in 1967 as the starting point, the lifespan of Israel would end 

with Jesus’ return in 2037 as well.  While this is not definitive proof, having two separate methods 

for calculating Jesus’ return increases the probability that scripture is being accurately interpreted. 
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Therefore, with these assumptions in mind, the Lesser Tribulation would start seven years 

prior, in 2030.  Additionally, if the Gog and Magog War occurs just over four years before the 

start of the Tribulation Period to allow for the collection and burning of the weapons from that 

war, then it would need to occur in 2026.  The maximum upper boundary for the rapture is the 

spiritual awakening in the wake of the Arab-Israeli War.  This puts the upper boundary for the 

rapture prior to the Gog and Magog War, again sometime in 2026, as shown in Figure 20.   

 

Figure 20: The Timing of the Rapture 

If the rapture does occur between the Arab-Israeli and Gog and Magog wars, it would 

support Israel’s spiritual awakening (Isaiah 17:7-8) and a religious revival of the Gentile nations 

at large. The Arab-Israeli war will be a global secular newsworthy event and people will be 

confused over what they see on the nightly news.  This will provide Christians with a unique 

opportunity to witness to people to whom they might not otherwise feel open to having 

conversations about the prophetic events that are soon to take place.  These events might also make 

many that were previously not open to God’s message willing to listen to the answers concerning 

these troubling times, and more importantly, the message of hope for the future that Christians can 

provide (Acts 13:47; 2 Thessalonians 2:14). 
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Application of Biblical Numerology 

Some scholars attempt to apply biblical numerology to prophetic timeline events.  While it 

is unclear whether the application of biblical numerology is appropriate in this context, additional 

support for this timeline is based on this theory.  Those that ascribe to this theory point to events 

such as the 70-year exile of Israel to Babylon (cf. Daniel 9:1-2; Jeremiah 25:11, 29:10; 2 

Chronicles 36:20-21).  In this example, the seventy years of punishment is based on the seventy 

sabbath years that Israel ignored due to their disobedience as supported by Leviticus 25:1-7 and 

26:33-35 (Treybig, 2020).  Cahn (2019) applies this construct in this context by noting that the 

length of time between the Balfour Declaration in 1917 and the Six-Day War in 1967 is one 50-

year jubilee (Leviticus 25:8-12) and that the time between the Six-Day War and the recognition of 

Jerusalem in 2017 as Israel’s capital is one additional jubilee.  This is shown in Figure 19 above.   

 

Figure 21: Analysis for the Timing of the Arab-Israeli War 

Using this construct, a reasonable assumption for the timing of the upcoming Arab-Israeli War 

could be that this war could occur one jubilee following the 1973 Yom Kippur War (“Yom Kippur 

War”, 2019), which is itself one jubilee after the League of Nations issued the mandate for British 

administration of the territories of Palestine and Transjordan in 1923 (Rayman, 2014).  As shown 
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in Figure 21, this would place the Arab-Israeli War in 2023, which would also be one 7-year 

sabbath (Leviticus 25:1-7) prior to the start of the Tribulation Period.   

Since these jubilee events are judgments against Israel and not restoration events, a more 

biblically sound use of Jeremiah’s prophecy for a 70-year exile of Israel (Jeremiah 25:8-12) might 

be to apply Ezekiel’s prophecy for Israel’s punishment along with Jeremiah’s prophecy as shown 

in Figure 22.  Ezekiel was commanded by God to lie bound, first for 390 days on his left side and 

then 40 days on his right, for a period of 430 days with each day representing a year of exile from 

Israel (Ezekiel 4:4-8).  These two prophecies can be correlated through the principles outlined in 

Leviticus 26:14-43, which states that if Israel did not follow God’s laws, then they would be 

defeated by their enemies who would rule over them (Leviticus 26:17) and that if Israel still 

remained disobedient to God, then God would punish them seven times over (Leviticus 

26:18,21,23,28).   

 

Figure 22: Israel’s Punishment for Disobedience 
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Using this formula, shown in Figure 23, Israel was exiled for 70 years, starting in 608 BC 

(2 Kings 24:1; Daniel 1:1-7), and ending in 539 BC with Cyrus’ decree to allow the Jews to return 

to their homeland (2 Chronicles 36:22-23; Ezra 1:1-4).  This matches Jeremiah’s prophecy because 

biblical years are based on a 360-day year rather than a 365-day calendar year.  At this point the 

Jews have returned to the land but are not under self-rule.  This leaves 360 years remaining on 

Ezekiel’s prophecy, which is now multiplied by seven to give a remaining 2,520 biblical years, or 

approximately 2,486 solar years, of exile.  By adding the remaining time of exile, it is shown that 

Ezekiel accurately prophesied that Israel would be reborn and be under self-rule in 1948.  This 

also corresponds to Israel’s prophesied rebirth in Ezekiel’s Valley of the Dry Bones prophecy. 

(Ezekiel 37:11-14).   

 

Figure 23: Israel’s 1st Cycle of Judgment 

Interestingly, the same calculations regarding Ezekiel’s prophecy can be used for the 

restoration of Jerusalem, which is shown in Figure 24.  Both Jerusalem and Temple were destroyed 

in 589 BC (2 Kings 25:8-9; 2 Chronicles 36:15-20).  Darius then decreed that the Temple be rebuilt 

70 years later in 520 BC (Ezra 6:16-22), which means that by using the same formula as with the 

restoration of Israel, a restoration event was prophesied to occur in 1967.  In this case, history 

shows that Israel reclaimed Jerusalem and the Golan Heights during the Six-Day War in 1967, 
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which corresponds to Ezekiel’s prophecy about the reunification of Israel in the Valley of the Dry 

Bones prophecy (Ezekiel 37:15-22), and that the restoration of the Temple is still yet to come.   

 

Figure 24: Israel’s 2nd Cycle of Judgment 

There is another potentially correlating event involving the Six-Day War.  As noted earlier, 

if the seventy-year lifespan described in Psalm 90:10 can be taken to represent the lifespan of Israel 

in the last days and if the life of Israel began with the reacquisition of Jerusalem in 1967, then the 

death of the nation would occur seventy years later in 2037, matching the period described for the 

end of the final generation.  The initial seventy-year period that is allocated for punishment before 

the seven-fold increase is imposed (cf. Jeremiah 25:8-12; Ezekiel 4:4-8; Leviticus 26:14-43) 

matches Psalm 90’s definition of one lifespan, which is allocated by God for repentance.  The fact 

that both periods are seventy years potentially provides additional scriptural validation that the 

assumptions being made regarding the timing of these end-times events are accurate. 

Additionally, the future restoration of the Temple most likely follows the same pattern as 

shown in Figure 25.  If one starts the first 70 years of punishment for the restoration of the Temple 

with the persecution of the Jewish exiles at the start of Cambyses’ rule over Babylon in 530 BC, 

one sees that this concludes in 461 BC when Ezra returns to Jerusalem to rebuild the Temple (Ezra 

7:8).  Again, following the same formula used for the restoration of Israel, a restoration event is 

scheduled to take place in 2026.  This event is most likely the Gog and Magog War (Ezekiel 38-
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39), which likely causes Israel’s spiritual awakening and their desire to return to God and rebuild 

the Temple. 

 

Figure 25: Israel’s 3rd Cycle of Judgment 

Another sound application of biblical numerology is the prediction of Christ’s crucifixion 

as shown in Figure 26.   

 

Figure 26: Daniel’s Seventy ‘Sevens’ Prophecy 

The rebuilding of Jerusalem in 444 BC (Nehemiah 2:1-8) is the start of Daniel’s seventy sevens 

prophecy (Daniel 9:24-27), where the Messiah was to be put to death at the conclusion of 69 sevens 

(“What are the seventy sevens in Daniel 9:24-27?”, 2020).  Adding sixty-nine sevens, or 483 360-

day biblical years, from the time Jerusalem was rebuilt, results in the prediction that Christ would 

be crucified or cut off in 33 AD.  Based on the start of John the Baptist’s ministry, Emperor 

Tiberius’ reign, and Pontius Pilate’s rule, as well as uncertainty by many scholars regarding the 

exact date that the decree was given to start Daniel’s 483-year prophecy and the length of Jesus’ 



CHRIST’S IMMINENT RETURN 124 

ministry, many scholars have concluded through historical methods that Jesus was crucified in 33 

AD (“In what year did Jesus die?”, 2020).   

Scriptural support for the application of numerology to this context is unclear.  Therefore, 

these facts can, at best, provide supporting evidence that allows one to make educated guesses on 

the timing of end-times events.  Unfortunately, these facts cannot provide solid scriptural evidence 

either for or against a particular timeline of end-times events that one can assert as truth. 

Application of the Jewish Feasts 

Some scholars believe that the remaining major milestones for Jesus’ return will be fulfilled 

on the fall Jewish feasts.  This is because Jesus fulfilled the spring Jewish feasts with His first 

coming as shown in Figure 27.   

 

Figure 27: Christ’s 1st Coming Fulfilled the Jewish Spring Feasts 

Jesus fulfilled the Feast of Passover (Leviticus 23:4-8; Exodus 12) with His crucifixion as the 

perfect Passover lamb, which He commemorated at the Passover meal by passing the elements and 

telling the disciples to eat of His body and drink of His blood (Matthew 26:17–27).  The Feast of 

Unleavened Bread (Deuteronomy 16:3; Numbers 9:11) was fulfilled through His sinless life.  Jesus 

then fulfilled the Feast of Firstfruits (Leviticus 23:9–14; Deuteronomy 26:1–11) with His 

resurrection because He was the “firstfuits of those who have fallen asleep (1 Corinthians 15:20, 
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HCSB).”  The primary focus for the Feast of Weeks (Leviticus 23:15-22), or Pentecost, is gratitude 

to God for the harvest and reminds believers of Jesus’ promise to send “another helper” (John 

14:16) who would indwell believers and empower them for ministry.  This was fulfilled when the 

Apostles received Holy Spirit 50 days after Jesus’ resurrection, guaranteeing that the promise of 

salvation and future resurrection will come to pass (Ephesians 1:13–14).   

Therefore, in continuing this pattern, some scholars believe that Jesus will return for the 

Battle of Armageddon at the end of the Tribulation Period on the Feast of Trumpets (Leviticus 

23:23-25; Numbers 29:1), or Rosh Hashanah, which commemorated the end of the agricultural 

and festival year.  The trumpet blast signaled to Israel that they were entering a sacred season.  In 

this context, this sacred season will begin with the Lord sounding a trumpet to begin the Battle of 

Armageddon (Zechariah 9:14).  Next, according to this pattern, the Tribulation Period will end, 

and judgment will begin on Day of Atonement (Leviticus 23:26-32), or Yom Kippur.  The Day of 

Atonement was the day the high priest went into the Holy of Holies each year to make an offering 

for the sins of Israel through the offering of two goats (Leviticus 16:1-34), which represents the 

sufficiency and completeness of the sacrifice of Christ.  Finally, this pattern holds that the 

Millennial Reign will begin with the Feast of Tabernacles (Leviticus 23:33-42), or Booths.  This 

feast signifies the time when Christ rules and reigns on earth where those allowed entrance into 

the Millennial Kingdom will “tabernacle” or dwell with Christ. 

 As shown in Figure 28, the dates for the timeline presented in Appendix A can be more 

precisely determined by incorporating the Jewish Feasts into this construct.  The return of Christ 

can be used as the starting point for this exercise and all dates are based on the proposed timeline 

in Appendix A.  By applying the fall Jewish feasts to the proposed timeline, Christ will return for 

the Battle of Armageddon with the Feast of Trumpets on September 10, 2037.  The end of the 

Tribulation Period then ends on the Day of Atonement, which occurs on September 19, 2037. 
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Figure 28: Christ’s 2nd Coming Will Fulfill the Jewish Fall Feasts 

Moving backward from the end of the Tribulation Period, the beginning of the Great 

Tribulation, which occurs at the midpoint of the Tribulation Period 1,260 days prior, happens on 

April 8, 2034, which is the Sabbath during Passover.  This means that the Antichrist will sign the 

peace treaty with Israel to the start the Tribulation Period 1,260 days prior on October 26, 2030, 

which is the Sabbath that commemorates God’s creation of the universe (Genesis 1:1).  The Gog 

and Magog War must occur seven years and seven months prior to the start of the Great Tribulation 

to provide the necessary time to bury the dead, collect the weapons for fuel, and then to burn them 

according to scripture.  This means the Gog and Magog War must conclude by October 31, 2026, 

which is the Sabbath that commemorates God’s judgment of Sodom (Genesis 18:16-33).   

Figure 29 shows that the remaining fall feasts are fulfilled after the Tribulation Period.  

Christ’s Millennial Reign would start with the Feast of Tabernacles on September 24, 2037.  

Interestingly, this leaves a 5-day gap between the end of the Tribulation Period and the start of the 

Millennial Reign where the Marriage Supper of the Lamb can take place.  The 75-day period where 

the Millennial Temple is built and the government is established then concludes on December 3, 

2037, which starts Chanukah, also known as the Festival of Lights.  This festival is the Jewish 
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holiday that commemorates the rededication of the Holy Temple (the Second Temple) in Jerusalem 

at the time of the Maccabean Revolt of the 2nd century BC.  This seems to be an appropriate festival 

for this event.  The Millennial Kingdom will last 1,000 calendar years, so using 365 days per year, 

eternity would be ushered in on October 2, 3037, which happens to fall on the Feast of Trumpets 

for that year.  Finally, if the assumption that Satan is released after 1,000 biblical years is correct, 

then Satan’s imprisonment would end 360,000 days after the end of the Great Tribulation.  This 

would be May 14, 3023, which is the 1st day of Iyyar, and roughly 14 years prior to the end of the 

Millennial Reign. 

 

Figure 29: Christ’s Millennial Reign Will Complete the Jewish Fall Feasts 

There is no correlation between the Arab-Israeli War and the Gog and Magog War or any 

Jewish feasts to attempt to fix the timing of the Arab-Israeli war.  However, it is likely that the 

start of the Arab-Israeli war was fulfilled during the feast of Yom Kippur (Day of Atonement) on 

October 7, 2023 with Hamas’ attack on Israel, per the theory of jubilees as shown in Figure 21.  

This then culminates with Israel’s spiritual awakening as described in Ezekiel’s Valley of the Dry 

Bones prophecy (Ezekiel 37:23-28).  Since all the prophecies concerning this war have not yet 

been fulfilled, it is possible that the October 7 attack does not fulfill this prophecy. 
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Probably the most controversial of these dates is that of the rapture.  Bristow (2020) asserts 

that the rapture must also occur on the Feast of Trumpets per this construct because this feast is 

associated with the trumpet blast that signals the rapture (1 Thessalonians 4:16) and the coming 

Day of the Lord (Zephaniah 1:14-18; Matthew 24:30-31).  According to Bristow (2020), Jesus’ 

statement “concerning that day and hour no one knows—neither the angels in heaven, nor the 

Son—except the Father only (Matthew 24:36, HCSB)” is misinterpreted and that Jesus was not 

saying that the date of the rapture is not knowable, but instead was using a familiar Jewish figure 

of speech or idiom to refer to the Feast of Trumpets, noting that the  “unusual fact about the Feast 

of Trumpets is that in the days of Jesus, no one knew the day or hour it began.”   

The Jewish festivals for the coming month were sanctified for observance at the beginning 

of the new month by observing the new moon and the President of the Sanhedrin would publicly 

sanctify the start of the new month only after he was convinced that the new moon had arrived by 

the observation of two witnesses (Bristow, 2020).  Because the Feast of Trumpets starts on the 

first day of the month of Tishri, no one could begin observing the festival until they heard from 

the President of the Sanhedrin that it was sanctified (Bristow, 2020).  According to this theory, the 

rapture must occur prior to the Gog and Magog War in October 2026, so the last possible date for 

the rapture would be at the Feast of Trumpets on September 12, 2026.   

Interestingly, another theory predicts this date as well.  According to Bristow (2020), God 

has a 7,000-year timeline for humanity, in which humanity has dominion for 6,000 years and Jesus 

reigns for 1,000 years.  Bristow (2020) starts the timeline using Bishop Ussher’s date for creation 

of 4004 BC.  Bristow (2020) then postulates that Adam and Eve were given time to mature before 

the fall.  Using Paul’s comparison between Adam and Jesus (1 Corinthians 15:22,45) and noting 

that Jesus was “about thirty years of age” when He was tempted (Luke 3:23), Bristow (2020) 

concludes that Adam and Eve were tempted thirty years after creation.  This would put the fall at 
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3974 BC.  Bristow (2020) then called the next 2,000 years the Age of Chaos and the following 

2,000 years the Age of the Law.  These periods end 1974 BC and 26 AD respectively, with the 

Age of the Law ending when Jesus was baptized and He started His three-and-a-half year ministry 

(Bristow, 2020).  Bristow (2020) then states that the last 2000-year period of man, which he calls 

the Age of Grace, will end in 2026 with the rapture at the Feast of Trumpets. 

There appears to be scriptural and historical support to apply the Jewish feasts to the events 

surrounding the return of Christ, the end of the Tribulation Period, and the start of the Millennial 

Reign.  Although, as with any method for homing in on specific prophetic dates, one must use 

extreme caution because God’s ways are not man’s ways (Isaiah 55:8-9) and applying such 

constructs could be incorrect.  Additionally, it seems clear that applying such constructs to the 

rapture is not scripturally sound.  There are many references in scripture to always watch and be 

ready for Christ’s return.  The parables of the ten virgins (Matthew 25:1-13) and thief in the night 

(Luke 12:39-40) are just two examples.  Pinning the rapture to the Feast of Trumpets means that 

one only must be watchful just prior to that feast, which is contrary to scripture.  Also, having to 

read into Jesus’ statement that nobody knows the day or hour of the rapture as a symbolic reference 

to the Feast of Trumpets is contrary to biblical analysis, which states that the plain meaning of the 

text should be used unless there is an overriding reason not to do so.   

Finally, the correlation of the rapture with the end of the 6,000-year Age of Man requires 

several assumptions to be valid for this theory to hold true and there is little scriptural support for 

this theory.  Ussher’s date of creation relies on the conformity with an expected 6,000 years of 

history (Faulkner, 2016), along with an offset in the timeline based on a proposed 30-year period 

before the fall for this assumption to remain valid.  Without that additional 30-year offset, the 

6,000-year timespan would have already expired.  Additionally, Ussher stated that creation began 

on Rosh Hashana on October 23, 4004 BC.  Faulkner (2026) notes that this would require the 
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moon to be in a particular phase on that date, but “it would not be possible to ascertain the date 

from the moon’s phase on the calendar that Ussher proposed that the ancient Hebrews used.”  

Finally, Ussher’s date of creation does not match the biblical timeline detailed in Appendix B.  

Therefore, it would not be prudent to rely on this theory to support the proposed end-times timeline. 

Application of Prophetic Events 

One concern with the proposed timeline is that if the Arab-Israeli War began in 2023, the 

40 years of Egypt’s desolation (Ezekiel 29:12-14) would extend well into the Millennial Reign of 

Christ.  It is tempting to view the beginning of the Millennial Kingdom as a hard breakpoint for 

judgments such as this, but Salus (2019) does not see this as an issue and scripture does not 

preclude it.  Additionally, adjusting the prophetic timeline to allow Egypt’s judgment to conclude 

at the beginning of Christ’s Millennial Reign causes more problematic issues with the timeline 

than it solves.   

Primarily, the Arab-Israeli War would need to occur 33 years prior to the beginning of the 

Tribulation Period as it pushes out the start of the Millennial Kingdom to allow for Egypt’s period 

of desolation to complete prior to the start of Christ’s Millennial Reign.  This timeline would also 

create a 29 year gap between the Arab-Israeli War and the Gog and Magog War, which is not 

possible if the October 7, 2023 attack by Hamas was the start of the Arab-Israeli War and the 

timing of the last generation holds true as well.  Additionally, this interpretation of the timeline is 

precluded if the Gog and Magog war must occur in close proximity to Israel’s spiritual awakening 

because prophecy indicates that this will occur in 2026.  If Israel’s spiritual awakening and the 

start of the Gog and Magog War are not closely tied, there would be a 26 year gap between these 

two events, which seems highly unlikely.  Here, the rapture could occur soon after the Arab-Israeli 

War and within close proximity to Israel’s spiritual awakening, but this would leave a large gap 

between the end of the church age and the start of the Gog and Magog War.     
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Additionally, one significant argument against this scenario is that the timeline must start 

with the establishment of Israel as a nation in 1948, rather than with the Balfour Declaration in 

1917.  This would put Christ’s return in 2068, the start of the Tribulation Period in 2061, the Gog 

and Magog War in 2057, and the Arab-Israeli War around 2028.  In this scenario, there is no 

correlating event in 1998 to signify the start of the final generation of Israel’s life as a nation, 

which also argues against this scenario.  While it is not a strong argument, one supporting factor 

for this scenario is the fact that there is much more time available for Israel to feel safe and disarm 

(Ezekiel 28:24-26, 38:8,11,14) because there are decades separating the Arab-Israeli War and the 

Gog and Magog War. 

If one agrees with the prophetic timeline for Christ’s return in 2037 based on Jeremiah’s 

and Ezekiel’s prophecies outlined earlier, then this timeline cannot be correct.  By using the 1917 

Balfour Declaration as the starting point, the Arab-Israeli War would had to have occurred in 1997, 

which provides further evidence that this interpretation is incorrect.  Ezekiel’s prophecy on the 

gathering of the bones (Ezekiel 37) also seems to fit better with the 1917 Balfour Declaration as a 

starting point as opposed to the establishment of Israel as a nation in 1948.  Therefore, allowing 

Egypt’s judgment to continue into Christ’s Millennial Reign seems more likely to be the correct 

interpretation. 

An Alternative Interpretation of Scripture 

Salus (2018) offers another unique interpretation of the Tribulation Period.  This theory 

proposes that the start of the Tribulation Period does not need to start with the opening of the first 

seal judgment because the start of the Tribulation Period only requires the establishment of the 

peace agreement between the Antichrist and Israel (Daniel 9:27).  This does not necessarily occur 

when the Antichrist is identified with the opening of the first seal judgment.  According to this 

theory the first five seal judgments occur prior to the start of the Tribulation Period.  The first seal 
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judgment must still occur after the rapture when the Holy Spirit’s restraint is removed (2 

Thessalonians 2:3-8).  Based on the chronology of the book of Revelation, the rapture is described 

when the church is brought to the throne room of God (Revelation 4:1-11) and it is after this that 

the scroll is handed to Jesus for Him to begin opening the seals (Revelation 5:1-14).  The second, 

third, and fourth seal judgments still represent war, famine, and death respectively.  The fifth seal 

judgment now represents those that are martyred after the rapture and before the beginning of the 

Tribulation Period by those of the harlot religion, rather than those that are martyred during the 

Tribulation Period.   

According to Salus (2018), it is with the opening of the sixth seal judgment that the 

Tribulation Period begins because this begins the day of wrath: 

And they said to the mountains and to the rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from the face of 

the One seated on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb, because the great day of 

Their wrath has come! And who is able to stand (Revelation 6:16-17, HCSB)?” 

Based on this chronology and as shown in Figure 33 in Appendix A, the rapture continues to 

precede the Gog and Magog War, but the formation of the ten-nation alliance that reconstitutes the 

Roman empire and the rise of the Antichrist to power would now occur in conjunction with the 

opening of the first four seal judgments and in accordance with Daniel 7:24 prior to the start of the 

Tribulation Period.  There will be religious wars and famine where many are martyred for their 

beliefs, which will then persuade Israel to sign a peace treaty with the Antichrist’s world 

government, starting the Tribulation Period.   

Additional support for this theory comes from Zephaniah: “Be silent in the presence of the 

Lord God, for the Day of the Lord is near (Zephaniah 1:7, HCSB).”  This corresponds to the thirty 

minutes of silence when the seventh seal judgment is opened (Revelation 8:1) and would seem to 

indicate that the Tribulation Period begins with the sealing of the 144,000 witnesses (Revelation 
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7:1-8), followed by the opening of the seventh seal judgment, which then begins the trumpet 

judgments.  This interpretation is not inconsistent with Salus’ (2018) theory and may just be a 

refinement on it.  It could be that with the opening of the sixth seal judgment, humanity realizes 

that the Tribulation Period is about to start, and it is with the opening of the seventh seal judgment, 

which ushers in the trumpet judgments (Revelation 8:2-6), that the Tribulation Period actually 

begins. 

There are advantages to this chronology.  It provides a plausible explanation for why Israel 

makes this peace treaty, and it gives time for the Antichrist to come onto the scene and establish a 

world government.  Also, it explains why the martyrs described in the fifth seal judgment cry out 

wondering when judgment avenging their blood would occur (Revelation 6:9-10) because it would 

still be unknown when the Tribulation Period would start.  Additionally, if the Tribulation Period 

does not start until the opening of the sixth seal judgment, this timeline could also explain why the 

fifth seal judgment martyrs are called out separately from the multitude of martyrs described as 

having come out of the Great Tribulation (Revelation 7:9,14).   

However, this timeline may cause more issues than it resolves.  First, the phrase ‘day of 

the Lord’ identifies events that occur during a period of time at the end of history (Isaiah 7:18-25) 

when God’s will and purpose for mankind will be fulfilled (“What is the day of the Lord?”, 2020), 

which would include all the seal judgments.  Second, since the timing of the rapture is unknown, 

including its timing with respect to the Arab-Israeli War and the Gog and Magog War, placing the 

first five seal judgments in the pre-tribulation period does not preclude the possibility that the 

rapture would occur after many of these first five judgments take place.  This would be contrary 

to the assurances in scripture that the church will be spared from all these judgments and that the 

Antichrist would not be revealed until after the church age has concluded.  Third, while this 

alternate timeline provides an explanation for why the martyrs in the fifth seal judgment wonder 
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when God’s final judgment will be handed out, they could be referencing the timing of the bowl 

judgments when God’s grace ends and final punishment begins, rather than the start of the 

Tribulation Period.  Fourth, while the opening of the first seal judgment does not necessarily need 

to coincide with the signing of the peace treaty with Israel, which starts Daniel’s seventieth week 

(Daniel 9:27), it seems unlikely that the Antichrist would rise to such heights of power and be 

revealed to the world prior to the start of the Tribulation Period.  Finally, this theory also does not 

appear to be a view supported by other biblical scholars, so it should be adopted with extreme 

caution. 

The Rise of the Antichrist 

As previously discussed, the rise of the Babylonian system, or world government, has 

already begun to re-emerge, but one final aspect of Satan’s quest to destroy Israel and prevent 

Jesus’ return centers on the Antichrist and his rise to power.  While scripture is clear that the 

Antichrist’s identity will not be known until the first Seal Judgment is opened, many characteristics 

about him can be known and have been previously detailed.  What remains is whether the timing 

of his birth and rise to power is revealed through scripture. 

The jubilee marks a significant milestone in prophetic timelines, marking times of 

restoration for Israel.  However, Satan likes to invert God’s blessings and turn them into curses, 

and so it is likely that he would utilize a dark jubilee that brings increased destruction.  The 

Antichrist’s apex in power occurs at the midpoint of the Tribulation Period when he is indwelled 

with Satan, destroys the Temple, and installs himself as the sole ruler over the earth.  Based on the 

proposed timeline, this would occur in 2034. 

The first jubilee prior to the midpoint of the Tribulation Period would have occurred fifty 

years prior in 1984.  At this point, the rise of the Babylonian system is well underway, with its re-

emergence starting in 1948.  As shown in Figure 30, this jubilee may possibly mark the birth of 
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the Antichrist.  Another interesting fact is that the second jubilee prior to the midpoint if the 

Tribulation Period falls in 1938, which is the year the Adolf Hitler rose to power as the Führer 

(Leader) of Germany. 

 

Figure 30: The Birth of the Antichrist 

Daniel’s vision concerning a great war, which he prayed about and was subsequently 

visited by Gabriel to interpret it (Daniel 10:1-20), may also be related to the Antichrist’s birth.  

This prophecy occurred in 537 BC during the 3rd year of Cyrus’ reign, which was 2,520 years prior 

to the proposed birth of the Antichrist.  This time period corresponds to the prophesied duration 

between Belshazzar’s death and the re-emergence of the Babylonian system (Daniel 5:18-30) as 

well as the duration of Israel’s seven-fold punishment for disobedience (Ezekiel 4:4-6; Jeremiah 

25:8-11; Leviticus 26:18-28).   

Satan also likes to fulfill counterfeit prophecies to confuse people and lead them astray 

from God’s true word.  As shown in Figure 31, he may have done this with Daniel’s Seventy 

“Sevens” prophecy in relation to the Antichrist’s birth.  Daniel’s prophecy states that the Messiah 

would be killed 483 years after the word went out to rebuild Jerusalem (Daniel 9:25-26).  This 

counterfeit prophecy would have an event occur 483 biblical years, or 476 calendar years, prior to 

the Antichrist’s birth.  Assuming that the Antichrist is born in 1984, then the event in question 

should have occurred in 1508.   
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Figure 31: Satan’s Counterfeit Prophecy for the False Messiah 

History shows that there were significant events that occurred at that time concerning the 

rise of evil and contemporary antichrists.  That year saw both King Ferdinand II and Pope Julius 

II use religion to increase their power through brutality.  The League of Cambrai was formed that 

year, which was an alliance between the Pope, France, Spain, and the Holy Roman Empire that 

led to immense suffering and showcased the greed and corruption of the time.  Also in that year, 

the Spanish Inquisition’s focus on the Jews through “blood purity” laws intensified.  Diego 

Rodríguez Lucero ("The Butcher of Andalusia") became infamous for his corruption and brutality 

by fabricating charges, enriching the Inquisition through confiscated property, and executing 

hundreds of innocent people. 

The timing of these events remains highly speculative. The use of jubilees in this manner 

as well as the interpretation of counterfeit prophecies fall outside the standard methods for 

interpreting scripture.  Therefore, while they do provide interesting correlations, they should not 

be used as conclusive proof of the accuracy of these proposed events.   

Final Remarks 

It is with earnest hope that this analysis faithfully reflects the full truth of scripture and 

does not add to nor take away from the word of God.  One must always use extreme caution when 

attempting to align prophecy with history, and especially when one attempts to assign specific 

dates to future events.  Some dates, such as the rapture, are unknowable (Matthew 24:36; Acts 

1:7).  For other events, it may be possible to make reasonable conclusions on the timing based on 

scripture (Acts 1:8).  While this timeline seems to fit scripture, one must always be aware that the 
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interpretation can be incorrect and that God will do things at His appointed time (Habakkuk 2:3), 

which may or may not be revealed (cf.; Genesis 7:4; Acts 1:7; 1 Thessalonians 5:1-4).  Salus 

(2019) states that interpreting biblical prophecy is like looking through a water glass in that no 

matter how clear the glass is, the view is always distorted.  Because of this, one must test all things 

(1 Thessalonians 5:20-21) rather than blindly accepting any scriptural interpretation, be willing to 

make adjustments as new scriptural facts are revealed, and not be dogmatic about prophetic 

interpretation.  Also, because scriptural analyses such as this one are works of man, they are 

inherently flawed, so one must never take any writing other than scripture at face value, but instead 

independently study God’s word, do research, and ask for God’s wisdom and guidance through 

prayer.   

Maintain Steadfast Endurance 

During these last days, it is clear that the trials will continue to get worse before they get 

better as the world sinks deeper into depravity due to the sin nature of this last generation (cf. 

Romans 1:18-32; 1 Timothy 4:1-3; 2 Timothy 3:1-9).  This is true not only for those that must 

endure the Tribulation Period, but also for those that will be saved from judgment through the 

rapture because the birth pangs that lead up to the Tribulation Period will continue to get more 

extreme and more frequent (Matthew 24:4-8).  It is imperative, then, that one faces these trials 

through faith and steadfast endurance (Philippians 4:12-13). 

Enduring these trials does not mean merely surviving, but also being a light in the darkness, 

leading by example, and helping others to salvation by exposing them to the light of Christ (Luke 

11:33-36; Ephesians 5:6-14) because people are longing for the answers that only Christ can 

provide.  This can only occur if one first puts on the full armor of God to resist Satan’s schemes 

and tactics:   
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For our battle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, 

against the world powers of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavens.  

This is why you must take up the full armor of God, so that you may be able to resist in the 

evil day, and having prepared everything, to take your stand.  Stand, therefore, with truth 

like a belt around your waist, righteousness like armor on your chest, and your feet sandaled 

with readiness for the gospel of peace.  In every situation take the shield of faith, and with 

it you will be able to extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one.  Take the helmet of 

salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is God’s word.  Pray at all times in the Spirit 

with every prayer and request, and stay alert in this with all perseverance and intercession 

for all the saints (Ephesians 6:12-18, HCSB). 

In practical terms, this means paying all taxes and obeying all governmental authorities and laws 

that do not contradict God’s laws, even if those rules are unjust (Romans 13:1-7; Hebrews 13:17).  

It also means showing respect and honoring leaders even if they are foolish and ungodly (1 Peter 

2:15-17).   

Additionally, one must maintain Christian ethics while faced with affliction by loving one 

another (Romans 12:9-18), knowing that these acts and sacrifices are building up treasures in 

heaven (Matthew 6:19-21), and remembering that vengeance and judgment are the Lord’s purview 

(Romans 12:19-21).  While it is easy to become cold in the face of persecution and injustice, it is 

imperative that the temptation to respond in kind is resisted and to respond with love instead.  This 

means having a servant mindset, working with integrity, and treating everyone fairly and with 

respect (Ephesians 6:5-9).  This also means continuing to do God’s will (Ephesians 5:15-21), not 

bowing to man’s desires, even in the face of persecution (Philippians 2:5-11; Hebrews 12:7-11), 

and doing all this without complaint (James 1:2-4; Philippians 2:14-15).  God brings discipline 

and trials into Christians’ lives to root out that which He does not want in their lives, to make them 
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more holy, and to transform them so that they are better able to serve the purposes for which He 

set them apart.   

Through steadfast perseverance, one is then able to triumph over affliction and be blessed 

(cf. James 5:11; Hebrews 10:32-36; 2 Corinthians 6:4) because “we know that affliction produces 

endurance, endurance produces proven character, and proven character produces hope (Romans 

5:3-4, HCSB).”  Focusing on this hope for eternity and faith in God is what provides the strength 

necessary to endure (cf. Romans 8:18-27; Hebrews 12:1-2; 2 Thessalonians 3:5) and to find peace 

with God.  The benefits of these trials may not be apparent while they occur, but they will help 

prepare Christians for their future assignments in the Millennial Kingdom and throughout eternity.  

Additionally, these trials will pale in comparison to the rewards that will be received in heaven for 

being faithful.  God will also ensure that these burdens are not unbearable and can be handled 

through faith in Him. 

How, then, is a Christian expected to live in these last days?  Paul summed it up best this 

way: 

Besides this, knowing the time, it is already the hour for you to wake up from sleep, for 

now our salvation is nearer than when we first believed.  The night is nearly over, and the 

daylight is near, so let us discard the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light.  Let 

us walk with decency, as in the daylight: not in carousing and drunkenness; not in sexual 

impurity and promiscuity; not in quarreling and jealousy.  But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, 

and make no plans to satisfy the fleshly desires (Romans 13:11-14, HCSB). 

The rapture’s imminency should inject urgency in the lives of believers.  To put Paul’s words into 

action, one must war valiantly by putting aside the deeds of darkness and putting on the armor of 

light (Romans 13:12, Ephesians 5:8-11), walk virtuously by behaving decently by removing all 

the things listed in Romans 13:13 that have no place in a Chistian’s life, along with others like it, 
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and to wait victoriously by being clothed with Jesus (Romans 13:14) by living a life that is worthy 

of Christ’s sacrifice (Ephesians 4:1). 

Jesus said that love would grow cold in the last days and that His followers are to be a light 

on a lampstand (Matthew 5:13-15).  This can only be accomplished by putting faith into actions, 

not just words.  Paul provided practical advice for how to do this. 

For you were called to be free, brothers; only don’t use this freedom as an opportunity for 

the flesh, but serve one another through love.  For the entire law is fulfilled in one 

statement: Love your neighbor as yourself.  But if you bite and devour one another, watch 

out, or you will be consumed by one another.  I say then, walk by the Spirit and you will 

not carry out the desire of the flesh.  For the flesh desires what is against the Spirit, and the 

Spirit desires what is against the flesh; these are opposed to each other, so that you don’t 

do what you want.  But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law.  Now the 

works of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, moral impurity, promiscuity, idolatry, 

sorcery, hatreds, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, selfish ambitions, dissensions, 

factions, envy, drunkenness, carousing, and anything similar. I tell you about these things 

in advance—as I told you before—that those who practice such things will not inherit the 

kingdom of God.  But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 

goodness, faith, gentleness, self-control. Against such things there is no law.  Now those 

who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.  Since we 

live by the Spirit, we must also follow the Spirit.  We must not become conceited, 

provoking one another, envying one another (Galatians 5:13-26). 

The more that Christians show the fruit of the Spirit, the more effective they will be in drawing 

others to Him and the more they will be a light in the darkness. 
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So, for this very reason, “make every effort to supplement your faith with goodness, 

goodness with knowledge, knowledge with self-control, self-control with endurance, endurance 

with godliness, godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love (2 Peter 1:5-

7, HCSB)” so that the corruption of the world can be avoided.  As these qualities increase, one not 

only is prevented from being useless or unfruitful for Christ in the present (2 Peter 1:8), but one 

also has the assurance that they will ultimately triumph (cf. Deuteronomy 20:4; Psalm 20:6-7, 

44:6-7; 1 Corinthians 15:57) and reign with Christ for eternity (2 Timothy 2:11-13). 

Jesus’ Imminent Return 

Over the last two thousand years believers have been told that the return of Christ is 

imminent.  Unfortunately, this has caused people to lose the sense of urgency and more 

importantly, their preparedness for Christ’s return.  Peter wrote about this in his second letter:  

Above all, you must understand that in the last days scoffers will come, scoffing and 

following their own evil desires.  They will say, “Where is this ‘coming’ he promised? 

Ever since our ancestors died, everything goes on as it has since the beginning of creation” 

(2 Peter 3:3-4).  

Jesus also prophesied this in the parable of the ten virgins: “Since the groom was delayed, they all 

became drowsy and fell asleep (Matthew 25:5, HCSB).”  The most important takeaway from this 

analysis is much broader than any of the specifics of the timeline itself.  Regardless of whether the 

assumptions made in determining the prophetic timeline are correct, and especially for those 

concerning dates, if providing this timeline renews that sense of urgency and preparedness 

(Matthew 25:6-7), then the goal of this analysis has been achieved.   

Jesus commanded this generation to watch for His return (Mark 13:35-37) and used several 

parables to illustrate this point, including the ten virgins (Matthew 25:1-13), the thief in the night 

(Luke 12:39-40), and the master and his servants (Luke 12:35-38,42-46; Matthew 24:42-51).  Peter 
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also addressed this in his second letter (2 Peter 3:5-9).  He reminded people that God works on His 

own time: 

With the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a day is like a thousand years is like 

one day.  The Lord does not delay His promise, as some understand delay, but is patient 

with you, not wanting any to perish but all to come to repentance (2 Peter 3:8-9, HCSB). 

This level of alertness allows one to be prepared and have the strength to endure the upcoming 

hardships (Luke 21:34-36), with the knowledge that the struggle is worth the rewards to be found 

in eternity (Romans 8:17-18) and that the Holy Spirit will also intercede to protect and provide 

additional strength during times of hardship (Romans 8:26-27).  All the signs pointing to Christ’s 

imminent return are present and this is the first generation for which this is true.  So, look up now 

that these signs are seen (Luke 21:28) because the kingdom is near (Luke 21:29-33).   

What is most important is that there are no preconditions that preclude the start of the Arab-

Israeli War, and with it the rapture of the church.  Therefore, it is critical that people realize that 

the bridegroom is here, and that the rapture is close at hand because being unprepared and missing 

this condemns one to living through the horrors of the Tribulation Period.  Additionally, without 

repentance and acceptance of Jesus as one’s savior though His completed work on the cross where 

He paid the price for all of man’s sins – past, present, and future (cf. Ephesians 2:8-9; John 14:6; 

Acts 4:12, 16:31; Galatians 2:16; Hebrews 10:10; 1 John 2:2), the final result will be judgment 

and being cast into the lake of fire for eternity (cf. Romans 6:23; John 3:36; Revelation 20:11-15).  

Salvation cannot come from one’s works (cf. Isaiah 64:6; Romans 3:28, 4:5, 5:1,8; Ephesians 2:8-

9; Titus 3:4-5).  Only time will tell if this interpretation of scripture and the prophetic timeline is 

correct.  However, one fact remains true; while the date of the rapture is unknown and unknowable, 

the return of Jesus truly is imminent.  Therefore, be prepared by having faith in Christ because He 

will return as a thief in the night (1 Thessalonians 5:1-11).  Maranatha!  
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Appendix A  

 

Figure 32: Timeline of End-Times Events 
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Figure 33: Alternative Timeline of End-Times Events 
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Appendix B 

The data in this appendix is based on an exhaustive review of the dates listed in the Bible.  

All biblically referenced dates are correlated with each other and with any associated known 

historical dates to ensure, as best as possible, that there is a consistent and holistic timeline 

presented.  The dates in the tables that are listed in red cannot be validated by scripture and are 

estimated.  Additional notes are provided for these entries to give additional context and clarity.  

The entries in brown are sourced from non-canonical scripture and the source references are listed.  

The entries in blue represent historical references.  All other items listed in the tables in black are 

validated by scripture and the biblical source references are listed.  The items highlighted in green 

or purple are biblically sourced and validated prophetic events that are critical to the timeline 

analysis.  The conversion of the dates from the years after creation (A.M.) to Gregorian calendar 

dates (B.C./A.D.) is based on known historical dates of biblical events. 
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Figure 34: The Pre-Diluvian Era 

NOTE 1: The date for the fall of Adam and Eve after creation (Genesis 3:1-7) is unknown.  One 

theory is that God gave them time to mature before tempting them.  According to this 

theory, God waited 30 years to tempt Adam and Eve just as He waited about 30 years 

to allow Jesus to be tempted (Luke 3:23). 

NOTE 2: Enoch describes the fall of the angels from heaven (Genesis 6:1-4; Enoch 106:13-14), 

but the date for this event is unknown.  Enoch also segments the 7,000 years of creation 
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into ten 700-year weeks.  Enoch’s second week includes the time when the fallen angels 

corrupt the earth (Enoch 93:4).  Given that the Book of Enoch is non-canonical, one can 

only speculate at the veracity of the account and no formal conclusions can be made 

regarding the timing of any events.  Therefore, while the date of the angels’ fall is placed 

at the start of Enoch’s second week, it is highly speculative and provided only for 

contextual reference. 

NOTE 3: Enoch prophesied that the Nephilim would be destroyed within 500 years (Enoch 10:10).  

Since they were destroyed in the flood (Genesis 7:6-24), this prophecy most likely 

occurred just before Enoch was raptured (Genesis 5:23-24), but there is no scriptural 

validation for this. 

NOTE 4: Enoch states that the fallen angels are bound for 70 generations (Enoch 10:12).  The 

date for when these angels are bound is unknown and there are no scriptural references 

to validate any assumptions on the timing of this event.  This assumes that the fallen 

angels will be bound 500 years after Enoch’s prophecy that the Nephilim would be 

destroyed within 500 years.  Additionally, there are several possibilities for the length 

of a generation.  Based on the end date for the Millennial Kingdom when these angels 

would be released, the assumptions for when Satan will be released to deceive people 

at the end of the Millennial Kingdom (Revelation 20:1-3,7-10; 2 Peter 2:4), the 

assumption that a generation is 80 years (Psalm 90:10), and given that the fallen angels 

are bound prior to the flood, the dates for when the fallen angels were bound and will 

be released seems reasonable.  Also, the dates for when these fallen angels are released, 

and Satan is released can be reconciled if a strict adherence to a biblical definition for 

the length of a generation is not used.  To reconcile these dates, a generation would be 
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a little over 81 years, which still is a reasonable interpretation for the length of a 

generation. 

 

Figure 35: The Post-Diluvian Era 

 

Figure 36: The Time of the Patriarchs 
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Figure 37: The Time of the Exodus 
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Figure 38: The Time of the Judges 
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Figure 39: The Time of the Kings 
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Figure 40: The Time of the Northern Kingdom – Israel 
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NOTE 1: “In the thirty-sixth year of Asa, Israel’s King Baasha went to war against Judah (2 

Chronicles 16:1).”  However, King Baasha’s reign started in the 3rd year of King Asa 

and reigned for 24 years (1 Kings 15:33), which means that King Baasha’s reign end in 

the 27th year of King Asa.  Therefore, King Baasha could not go to war against Judah in 

the 36th year of King Asa.  This could be a transcription error in scripture. 

NOTE 2: King Ahab’s father Omri reigned as king of the Northern Kingdom for 12 years, starting 

in the 31st year of King Asa (1 Kings 16:23).  However, Ahab became king in the 38th 

year of King Asa (1 Kings 16:29), after only seven years.  To reconcile this, it is possible 

that both Omri and Ahab co-reigned the Northern Kingdom for five years until King 

Ahab’s death. 

NOTE 3: King Zechariah’s reign begins in the 38th year of King Azariah (2 Kings 15:8).  This 

leaves a 22-year gap between the end of King Jeroboam’s reign and the start of King 

Zechariah’s reign. 

NOTE 4: Scripture states that King Hoshea’s reign began in the 20th year of King Jotham (2 Kings 

15:30) and in the 12th year of King Ahaz (2 Kings 17:1).  Both cannot be true, and based 

on analysis of the timeline, the timing is correct with his reign beginning in the 20th year 

of King Jotham.  The reference to King Ahaz is most likely a transcription error. 
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Figure 41: The Time of the Southern Kingdom – Judah 
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NOTE 1: King Azariah’s (Uzziah’s) reign begins in the 27th year of King Jeroboam (2 Kings 

15:1).  This leaves an 11-year gap between the end of King Amaziah’s reign and the 

start of King Azariah’s (Uzziah’s) reign. 

NOTE 2: King Hezekiah’s reign begins in the 3rd year of King Hoshea (2 Kings 18:1).  However, 

this is 10 years before the end of King Ahaz’s reign.  It is possible that both Hezekiah 

and Ahaz co-reigned the Southern Kingdom until King Ahaz’s death.  This can also be 

resolved if King Azariah’s reign begins eleven years earlier, closing the gap between 

the start of his reign and the end of King Amaziah’s reign. 
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Figure 42: The Time of Judah after the Fall of the Northern Kingdom 
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Figure 43: The Conquest of Judah by Babylon – The 1st Wave of Exiles 
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Figure 44: The Conquest of Judah by Babylon – The 2nd Wave of Exiles 
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Figure 45: The Time of the Babylonian Exile 
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Figure 46: The Time of Judah's Rebellion to Return from Babylonian Exile 
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Figure 47: The Time of Judah's Restoration 
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Figure 48: The time of Christ 
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Figure 49: The Time of the Last Generation Prior to the Tribulation 
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NOTE 1: There are no prophetic references to when either the 10-nation Roman alliance or the 

Harlot religion will begin to rise.  While the precursors of them already exist, they will 

most likely not begin to fully take shape until after the Arab-Israeli War (Psalm 83).  

They will be fully in power by the beginning of the Tribulation Period.  The Antichrist 

will then destroy them at the beginning of the Great Tribulation. 
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Figure 50: The Time of the Lesser Tribulation 

NOTE 1: Both the seal judgments and the trumpet judgments occur in the first half of the 

Tribulation Period.  There is no specific timing in the prophecy to determine exactly 

how long either the seal judgments or the trumpet judgments last.  However, prophecy 

states that the 5th trumpet judgment (1st Woe) lasts 5 months and the 6th trumpet 

judgment (2nd Woe) lasts 13 months, so it is reasonable to assume that the seal 

judgments occur within the first 12 to 18 months of the Tribulation Period.  This leaves 

the remaining time until start of the Great Tribulation at the midpoint of the Tribulation 

Period for the completion of the trumpet judgments. 
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Figure 51: The Time of the Great Tribulation 
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NOTE 1: The timing of when the 3 angels spread their messages is not precisely known.  They 

start after the 144,000 witnesses are redeemed at the beginning of the Great Tribulation 

and end before the harvest of the earth, which occurs during the final bowl judgments 

at the end of the Great Tribulation. 

NOTE 2: While the harvest of the earth begins after the 3 angels spread their messages, and is 

coincident with the final bowl judgments at the end of the Great Tribulation, the precise 

timing of when this harvest of souls begins is not known.  However, due to the 

devastating nature of the final bowl judgments, this likely occurs in the final months of 

the Great Tribulation. 
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Figure 52: The Time of Christ’s Millennial Reign into Eternity 

NOTE 1: The timing of Satan's release occurs at the end of the Millennial Reign, but it may be 

that Satan is released after 1,000 biblical years and tempts man for the remaining 14 

years of the Millennial Reign to complete 1,000 calendar years. 
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